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Three  Cornered  Fight  on  the  Ocean  Rates 
Problem  Opens  in  Special  Committee 

of  Commons 

Petersen  Ship  Subsidy  Proposal  Raises  Issues  of  Vital  Importance  to  People  of  Western  Canada — Subsidy 
Called  for  Would  Build  Double  the  ^Jumber  of  Ships,  if  Spent  on  Ships  of  Our  Own 


By  L.  H.  Jelliff,  U.F.A.  Member  for  Lethbridge 


The  Last  contribution  to  your 
columns  from  members  of  the 
Alberta  contingent  at  Ottawa, 
closes  with  a  brief  reference  to 
the  debate  upon  the  Govern- 
ment's iShip  iSubsidy  proposal 
which  was  at  that  time  in  its 
initial  stages. 

ONE  OF  MOST  IMPORTANT 
SUBJECTS  OF  SESSION 


This  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant subjects  to  be  brought 
before  the  House  of  Commons 
at  this  session.  It  was  intro- 
duced in  the  House  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  proposed  by ' 
the  'Minister  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  reading  as  follows: 

Resolved,  that  to  give  the  Government  of  Canada  control 
over  certain  ocean  rates  it  is  expedient  to  ratify  and  confirm 
the  agreement  between  His  Majesty  and  Sir  William  Petersen, 
K.C.B.E.,  as  set  out  in  the  schedule  to  this  resolution,  and 
dated  the  eleventh  day  of  December,  on©  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-four,  and  that  in  view  of  the  provisions  of  said 
Agreement  giving  the  Government  control  over  such  i-ates  and 
of  the  services  to  be  performed  thereunder,  the  G%vernor-in- 
Council  may  authorize  payment  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue 
Fund  to  the  said  Sir  William  Petersen,  K.C.B.B.,  of  an  annual 
amount  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  pounds  in 
the  manner  and  for  the  period  provided  for  in  the  said  Agree- 
ment. 

OUTLINES  TERMS  OF 
PROPOSED  SUBSIDY 

The  schedule  i-eferred  to  in  this  resolution  opens  with  a 
number  of  paragraphs  reciting  complaints  from  agricultural- 
ists, manufacturers  and  commercial  interests,  of  the  hamper- 
ing and  handicapping  of  trade  and  of  serious  losses  resulting 
from  the  high  rates  of  ocean  transportation  levied  by  ship- 
ping combines  under  the  control  of  the  so-called  shipping 
conference;  refers  to  the  investigations  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  these  complaints;  recites  the  offer  of  Sir  William 
Petersen  to  supply  a  fleet  of  "ten  up-to-date  new  ships  of 
the  most  modem  type",  to  cope  with  this  situation,  and  of 
the  Government  to  accept  this  pi'oposal  subject  to  the  rati- 
fication of  Parliament;  and  follows  with  a  statement  of  the 
articles  of  agreement  stipulating  for  the  payment  to  the  said 
Sir  William  Petersen  or  of  a  comjpany  to  be  formed  by  him, 
of  an  annual  subsidy  of  £275,000  (approximately  $1,300,000) 
for  a  period  of  ten  years,  which  may  be  extended  for  a  longer 
term,  and  also  for  the  placing  of  additional  Ships  of  like  kind 
in  service  on  like  terms  upon  receipt  of  notice  so  to  do  from 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Commerce. 

Clause  D.  of  Section  1,  of  the  Agreement  provides  "that 
the  control  and  regrulation  of  the  rates  to  be  charged  by  the 


In  the  article  below,  Mr.  Jelliff  gives  an  illuminating 
statement  of  the  issues  Involved  In  the  Inquiry  Into  the 
Ottawa  Government's  proposals  for  the  subsidizing  of  the 
Peterseh  Steamship  Line.  He  summarizes  the  arguments 
brought  out  In  the  recent  debate,  and  declares  that  the 
Issue  lies  between  "those  who  are  opposed  to  Government 
control  or  Interference  with  the  present  shipping  Inter- 
ests, those  who  are  keenly  Interested  In  supporting  the 
Government  policy,  and  those  who  wish  to  thwart  the 
activities  and  methods  of  ocean  combines  and  confer- 
ences and  to  see  some  adequate  method  evolved  to  cor- 
rect existing  conditions  in  the  interests  of  the  producers 
and  consumers  of  the  country." 


contractor  shall  .rest  with  the 
Government  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernment shall  fix  such  trans- 
portation rates  on  all  commodi- 
ties from  time  to  time." 

Clause  F.  provides  for  the 
carrying  of  emigrants  from 
Great  Britain  or  the  continent 
of  Europe  at  x-ates  to  be  fixed 
by  the  Government  and  for  the 
carriage  of  all  Canadian  mails 
free,  if  and  when  the  parties 
hereto  agTee  upon  the  establish- 

  ment  of  a  passenger  service  or 

other  steamers  suitable  for  the 
carriage  of  emigrants  in  conjunction  with  and  under  control 
of  the  shipping  company. 

GREAT  EVENTS  CAST 
THEIR  SHADOWS  BEFORE 

ITiere  is  an  old  saying  that  "great  events  cast  their  shad- 
ows before  them".  This  was  true  as  regards  this  resolution. 
It  had  been  the  subject  of  much  .speculation  and  interest  from 
the  day  of  its  first  appearance  on  the  order  paper.  There 
had  been  meetings  and  caucuses  of  the  .several  Parliamentary 
groups  in  wtiich  it  had  been  discussed  and  considered.  It  may 
not  be  too  much  to  suggest  that  many  individual  members 
were  concerned  greatly  as  to  the  attitude  they  would  assume 
toward  it.  When  the  long  expected  day  of  its  presentation 
arrived,  an  animated  and  interesting  debate  was  precipitated, 
which  continued  to  absorb  the  deepe.^st  attention  and  the  time 
of  the  House,  with  little  interruption,  during  six  sittings. 

In  his  presentation,  speech' the  Minister  stressed  the  great 
importance  of  the  proposal  to  the  countiy  at  large,  and  em- 
phasized the  intention  of  the  Government  upon  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  based  upon  the  resolution,  of  referring  the 
bill  to  a  special  committee  before  whom  suggestions  or  ques- 
tions would  be  permitted  by  anyone  wishing  to  be  heard.  He 
based  the  proposal  upon  information  elicited  by  the  special 
committee  appointed  to  investigate  into  agricultural  condi- 
tions, which  sat  during  the  session  of  1923,  and  investiga- 
"tions  and  recommendations  of  one  W.  T.  R.  Preston,  who  had 
been  commissioned  by  the  Government  to  inquire  into  the 
ocean  shipping  situation,  and  upon  numerous  complaints 
which  the  Government  had  received  from  shippers  engaged 
in  various  lines  of  activity. 
QUESTION  PRIMARILY 
ONE  OF  METHOD 

One  point  was  admitted  and  stood  out  prominently  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  viz.  the  existence  now  and  for  many 
years  past,  of  a  combine  or  conference  of  the  steamship  in- 
(Continued  on  page  21) 
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EDITORIAL 


A  GOOD  PRECEDENT 

By  the  recording  of  a  standing  vote  taken  in  committee 
of  the  whole  last  week,  a  very  desirable  precedent  was  estab- 
lished in  the  Alberta  Legislature.  While  the  vote  on  the 
principle  of  a  bill  is  commonly  supposed  to  be  taken  on 
second  reading,  divisions  occurring  in  committee  are  fre- 
quently of  equal  importance.  If  a  standing  vote  be  demanded 
in  committee,  there  is  no  good  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
recorded  in  exactly  the  same  manner  as  when  the  Speaker 
is  in  the  chair.  *       *  * 

Forty  years  ago  the  people  of  New  Brunswick  decided  to 
dispense  ■with  Government  House.  We  have  never  heard  it 
suggested  that  the  citizens  of  that  Province,  when  they  took 
such  action,  were  bent  on  wrecking  the  constitution  of  Can- 
ada. Possibly  they  lacked  hysterical  newspaper  critics. 
^       ^  ^ 

The  last  redistribution  bill  was  enacted  and  the  Legislature 
dissolved  by  the  Government  about  twenty-four  hours  after 
the  details  of  the  bill  had  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  As- 
sembly. Prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  bill  the  details  were 
a  cabinet  secret. 

The  next  redistribution  will  not  take  place  until  a  com- 
mittee representative  of  all  groups  in  the  Legislature  has  . 
made  a  complete  investigation  and  brought  in  its  report. 

The  present  Legislature  and  the  present  Government  are 
more  democratic  and  less  partizan  than  the  last. 

FolloviTing  the  presentation  of  the  Walsh  report,  the  Gov- 
ernment promptly  announced  their  intention  to  carry  into 
effect  any  changes  in  the  administration  of  the  Lethbridge 
jail  which  might  be  found  desirable.  The  matter  had  in  fact 
been  engaging  the  serious  attention  of  Ministers  from  the 
time  of  the  occurrence  of  the  recent  tragedy.  Whatever  may 
now  require  to  be  done,  the  public  are  confident  the  Gov- 
ernment will  do.  *       *  * 

LAGGING  BEHIND 

The  Lethbridge  jail  tragedy  may  sei-ve  to  call  attention 
to  a  much  broader  and  a  much  more  difficult  question  than 
that  of  administration,  a  question  which  cannot  immediately 
be  answered  by  any  Government,  which  depends  in  the  first 
place  upon  a  reconsideration  of  our  attitude  towards  the 
problem  of  crime  and  criminals. 

Sigurd  Ibsen,  in  "Human  Quintessence",  written  almost 
a  generation  ago,  revealed  a  number  of  reasons  why  the 
practical  solution  of  sociological  problems  always  lags  be- 
hind the  progress  of  science,  and  must  continue  to  lag  behind. 
Science  is  untramelled  by  inherited  prejudices.  It  has  no 
obstacles  to  overcome  except  the  limitations  of  reason  and  of 
the  genius  of  man.  Progress  in  practical  sociology  is  limited 
by  prejudice  and  unenlightened  self-interest — frequently  by 
stupidity  masquerading  as  common  sense. 

Politics,  of  course,  always  lags  behind  science,  and  so  also, 
in  a  different  field  of  human  activity,  does  our  conception  of 
the  proper  function  of  what  are  known  today  as  penal  insti- 
tutions.   Great  progress  has  been  made  in  administrative 


reform,  but  a  scientific  attitude  towards  the  treatment  of 
social  crime  itself  is  much  more  tardy  in  development.  The 
change,  when  it  does  come,  will  be  inspired,  not  by  mawkish 
sentimentality,  but  by  reason,  science,  and  common  sense. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  other  field  in  which  progress  will 
prove  more  difficult.'  We  have  inherited  a  system  of  ideas 
which  in  their  .  practical  expression  cannot  quickly  be 
changed.    The  will  to  change,  however,  is  growing. 

*  * 

Mr.  Baker's  bill  to  equalize  the  burden  of  educational 
taxation  in  some  measure,  for  the  benefit  of  the  less  fortu- 
nate districts,  wll  not  be  finally  dealt  with  until  the  Legis- 
lature meets  again.  We  believe  the  principle  of  the  bill  to 
be  sound.  The  provision  of  facilities  for  at  least  a  fair 
elementary  education  for  every  child  in  the  Province  is  a 
pressing  need.  Mr.  Baker  believes  that  his  bill  will  provide 
such  facilities.  It  will  meet  with  the  hearty  approval  of  an 
ovei-whelming  number  of  the  people  of  Alberta. 

*  *  * 

The  new  plans  for  the  development  of  the  Lethbridge 
Northern  Irrigation  scheme  will  impose  for  the  time  being 
increased  financial  burdens  on  the  Province.  But  unless  the 
project  can  be  made  a  success  the  ultimate  burden  will  be 
several  times  as  great. 

*  *  * 

The  resolution  of  the  ingenuous  Independent  members  of 
the  Legislature,  calling  for  the  setting  up  of  a  committee  on 
estimates,  was  promptly  seized  upon  by  the  more  sophisti- 
cated Liberal  members  as  constituting  a  "vote  of  want  of 
confidence",  and  heartily  supported  as  such.  Mr.  Mitchell 
did  not  think  the  resolution  practicahle,  but  offered  to  support 
it  as  a  means,  not  of  setting  up  the  proposed  committee,  but 
of  turning. the  Government  out. 

*  *  * 

The  scope  of  the  committees  of  the  Legislature  might  be 
widened  with  advantages  in  some  cases,  and  in  a  Legislature 
organized,  with  due  allowance  for  the  differences  in  function, 
somewhat  after  the  plan  of  a  county  council,  their  usefulness 
might  be  increased. 

*  *  .  * 

W.  M.  Davidson  has  advocated  the  setting  up  in  the  Al- 
berta Legislature  of  a  committee  similar  to  the  Geddes 
Committee  appointed  in  Britain  immediately  after  the  war. 
There  is  this  to  be  said  about  the  Geddes  Committee — that 
apart  from  recommendations  for  reduction  of  expenditures 
which  arose  out  of  wartime  necessities,  and  were  not  needed 
in  peace  time,  few  of  its  proposals  were  pennanently  adopted. 
The  adoption  of  many  of  them  was  attempted  and  abandoned. 
There  are  today  few  British  Parliamentarians  of  progressive 
outlook  who  would  defend  them.  The  Geddes  bubble  has 
been  pricked.  *       *  * 

PEACE  RIVER 
(Calgary  Albertan) 

The  Conservative  party  has  nominated  a  candidate  for  the 
Federal  district  in  Peace  River.  The  Liberal  party  in  a  box 
car  in  some  like  manner  nominated  William  Rae,  and  a  Lib- 
eral in  protest  is  already  in  the  field.  Mr.  Kennedy,  the 
U.  F.  A.  member  for  West  Edmonton,  is  likely  to  run  in  that 
riding.  With  a  force  like  that  the  outcome  seems  fairly  cer- 
tain in  favor  of  Kennedy.  A  large  number  of  Liberals  would 
rather  vote  for  Arthur  Meighen  than  for  William  Rae. 

*  *  * 

"The  farmer  is  the  only  large  producer  who  produces 
without  informing  himself  carefully  as  to  the  future  demand; 
who  sells  at  the  price  the  buyer  is  willing  to  pay;  who  doe.s 
not  condition  his  products  carefully  for  market;  who  dumps 
them  in  large  quantities  on  the  market  soon  after  harvest; 
and  who  therefore  pays  high  charges  to  all  sorts  of  other 
people  to  do  what  he  ought  to  do  for  him.self."— -Henry  C 
Wallace,  former  U.  S.  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
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May  Use  Guarantee 
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Settlers  for  Building  Material, 
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MONDAY'S  SITTING 


EDMONTON,  April  6.— Renewal  of 
the  guarantee  granted  last  year  to  the 
Alberta  Co-operative  W'heat  Producers, 
Ltd.,  for  the  purchase  of  elevators,  with 
the  additional  provision  that  money 
may  be  spent  outside  the  borders  of  the 
Province,  for  the  construction  of  termi- 
nal elevators,  is  provided  in  a  bill  intro- 
duced in  the  Assembly  today  by  R.  G. 
Reid,  Provincial  Treasurer.  The  bill 
will  be  outlined  in  detail  in  the  later 
reports  of  the  current  week.  Mr.  Reid 
also  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  the  Co- 
operative Credit  Act,  and  a  bill  to  im- 
pose a  tax  on  minerals.  The  purpose 
of  the  measures  will  be  explained  by  the 
Minister  on  second  reading. 

Last  year's  Wheat  Pool  guarantee 
was  limited  to  the  purchase  of  elevators. 
The  ibill  this  year  provides  for  con- 
struction within  or  without  the  boun- 
daries of  the  Province.  J.  E.  Brownlee 
stated  that  adequate  facilities  at  the 
Pacific  coast  would  be  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  Alberta  Pool.  'It  was  un- 
certain, he  said,  whether  any  amount  of 
the  guarantee  would  ibe  used,  and  the 
total  would  not  be  exceeded.  The  guar- 
antee last  year  was  $1,000,000,  and  the 
renewal  is  for  the  same  amount.  The 
plan  proposed  is  similar  in  terms  to  that 
adopted  bv  the  Saskatchewan  Govern- 
ment for  the  financing  of  purchase  at 
Fort  William.  The  Alberta  Government 
guarantee  applies  only  to  the  Alberta 
Pool,  not  to  the  Central  Selling  Agency 
of  the  three  Provinces. 
BROWNLEE  ON  LETHBRIDGE 
NORTHERN  BILL 

Provisions  of  the  Lethbridge  Northern 
Colonization  bill,  read  a  second  time  to- 
day on  motion  of  V.  W.  Smith,  were  out- 
lined in  the  last  issue  of  "The  U.  F.  A." 
Mr.  BrowTilee,  who  followed  Mr.  Smith, 
described  a  visit  to  the  irrigation  pro- 
jects in  the  south  last  year.  He  had 
previously  had  no  idea,  he  said,  of  what 
could  be  accomplished  on  open  prairie 
by  the  application  of  water.  Tree  plan- 
tations, gardens,  and  a  spirit  of  opti- 
mism among  the  people  were  his  prin- 
cipal impressions  of  the  tour. 

This  was  the  bright  side.  There  was 
a.  less  favorable  aspect  of  this  matter, 
a  very  similar  condition  having  arisen 


The  Fifth  Session  of  the  Fifth  Leg- 
islative Assembly  of  the  Province  of 
Alberta  was  adjourned  on  i  Good  Fri- 
day, April  10th,  to  meet  again  on  June 
15th,  or  prior  to  or  after  that  date,  to 
deal  with  the  problem  of  the  Northern 
railways,  and  other  matters. 

Power  to  give  a  guarantee  of  not 
more  than  a  million  dollars  to  the 
Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  for  the  construc- 
tion or  acquisition  either  of  local  or 
terminal  elevators,  was  unanimously 
granted  to  the  Government  by  the  As- 
sembly. 

A  Committee  on  Redistribution  and 
Indemnities  was  appointed,  with 
George  Johnston  of  Coronation  as 
chairman. 

The  Lethbridge  Northern  Coloniza- 
tion Act,  by  means  of  which  the  Gov- 
ernment hope  to  be  able  to  salvage 
the  irrigation  underta)<ing  embarl<ed 
upon  several  years  ago,  thus  cutting 
the  loss  to  the  Province  from  $12,000,- 
000  to  about  $4,000,000,  was  unani- 
mously adopted.  The  provisions  of 
the  act  were  outlined  last  week,  and 
additional  details  are  contained  in  the 
reports  in  the  current  issue. 

An  important  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
equalizing  the  burden  of  the  cost  of 
education,  by  the  imposition  of  a  three 
mill  rate  on  a  Province-wide  basis, 
was  introduced  by  Perren  Baker,  and 
will  be  considered  further  at  the  ad- 
journed session. 

The  right  of  the  Public  Utilities 
Board  to  raise  or  lower  rates  charged 
by  public  service  corporations  was  up- 
held after  an  important  debate,  dur- 
ing which  the  past  action  of  the 
board  In  reference  to  the  price  of  gas 
in  the  southern  field  was  subjected 
to  considerable  criticism. 


in  Alberta  to  that  of  the  United  States, 
where,  according  to  the  U.  S.  Irrigation 
Commission,  water  users  had  been  un- 
able to  meet  their  obligations,  and  the 
Government  had  been  able  (whereas  the 
Province  of  Alberta  was  not  able)  to  re- 
lieve them  of  their  interest  burdens.  The 
U.  ,S.  Commission  advised  the  writing 
off  of  $19,000,000  capital  charges  by  the 
Government,  and  a  resurvey  of  the  irri- 
gation areas. 

Alberta  had  started  the  Lethbridge 
Northern  project  without  sufficient 
settlement,  or  providing  for  production 
possibilities.  The  engineering  side  had 
teen  over-emphasized,  and  the  fanners' 
ability  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  project 
given  insufficient  attention.  There  had 
been  high  acreage  production  in  the 
Coaldale  irrigated  area  when  the  new 
project  was  being  agitated,  with  result- 
ant high  land  values.  The  soil  survey 
which  had  been  made  showed  that  there 
was,  potentially,  no  more  productive 
land  in  the  Province. 

FOUR  FACTORS  NECESSARY 
TO  SETTLEMENT 

'Dealing  with  the  criticism  heard  in 
some  quarters  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment had  not  taken  action  soon  enough, 
Mr.  Brownlee  said  that  four  factors — 
the  settlers,  the  non-resident  owner,  the 


creditor  and  the  Government  were  all 
involved,  and  the  Government  could  not 
act  effectively  so  long  as  any  one  of 
these  factors  stood  out.  So  long  as  any 
one  stood  out,  there  could  be  no  final 
settlement.  The  Alberta  Government 
had  no  apology  to  offer  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter.  It  was  only  in  the 
year  1923  that  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment realized  the  necessity  for 
action.  When  Dr.  Widstoe  undertook 
his  survey,  the  information  available 
from  the  survey  previously  made  proved 
of  very  great  value. 

Quoting  statistics  showing  the  position 
of  the  project,  Mr.  Brownlee  said  that 
unless  action  were  taken  along  the  pro- 
posed lines,  new  men  would  not  come  in, 
and  present  settlers  in  considerable  num- 
bers would  abandon  their  holdings.  In 
consequence  the  Province  might  find 
itself  with  a  $5,400,000  guaranteed  un- 
dertaking on  its  hands,  with  no  settlers 
and  no  production.  It  would  be  faced 
with  the  obligation  to  pay  defaulted  in- 
terest, and  must  meet  the  bonds  at 
maturity. 

It  had  been  decided,  therefore,  as  pro- 
vided in  the  bill,  (a)  to  do  away  with 
the  joint  liability,  (b)  to  set  rates  that 
could  probably  be  paid,  (c)  to  provide  a 
proposition  that  would  attract  .settlers 
in  competition  with  other  projects.  Any 
delay  in  'bringing  into  effect  the  new 
terms  would  find  the  Provincial  liabili- 
ties further  increased. 

The  new  legislation  was  built  around 
the  theory  of  the  "home  place",  the 
maximum  size  of  which  would  be  ap- 
proximately 160  acres;  it  provided  that 
surplus  lands  must  be  listed  at  a  price 
set  by  the  manager;  that  those  only 
should  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  new 
adjustments  who  submitted  to  the  terms 
imposed,  the  others  being  required  to 
pay  the  old  rates. 

LIMITS  OF  FINANCIAL 
AID  TO  SETTLERS 

Financial  assistance  would  be  given  to 
settlers  by  way  of  advances  to  a  maxi- 
mum of  $400  for  building  material;  $250 
for  horses;  $200  for  milk  cows.  The 
loans  for  material  would  toe  repayable 
in  ten  years;  the  farmer  would  advance 
30  per  cent,  of  the  amount  for  horses; 
and  in  repayment  of  the  price  of  cows', 
one-half  of  all  the  cream  cheques  would 
go  to  the  Government  until  the  loan  was 
paid.  The  time  of  payment  of  capital 
charges  was  to  be  extended  from  30  to 
49  years. 

As  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Province 
would  be  greater  or  less  according  to 
the  rate  of  settlement,  the  favorable 
rates  were  desirable  chiefly  as  a  means 
of  promoting  rapid  settlement.  Even  if 
the  Province  in  an  enterprise    of  this 
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character  lost  all,  but  at  the  same  time 
prospei-ous  farm  homes  were  established 
on  the    Lethbriclge    Northern,  Alberta 
would  have  recouped  itself  the  loss. 
MAXIMUM  RATE  INCREASED 
TO  SIX  MILLS 

Second  reading  was  given  to  a  bill  to 
amend  the  Municipal  Ordinance.  This 
changes  the  maximum  rate  of  taxation 
from  four  mills  to  six  mills  on  the  dollai;. 

In  committee  of  the  whole  the  As- 
semibly  considered  a  bill  to  amend  the 
Municipal  Hospitals  Act;  a  bill  to  amend 
the  Agricultural  Societies  Act;  a  bill  to 
amend  the  Mental  Diseases  Act;  a  bill 
to  amend  the  Treasury  Department  Act ; 
a  Mil  to  amend  the  Pi'airie  Fires  Act; 
and  a  bill  to  amend  the  Mines  Act. 
Amendments  to  the  Prairie  Fires  Act 
meet  a  request  made  by  resolution  of 
the  U.  F.  A.  Convention.  It  provides 
that  brash  fires  may  be  kindled  south 
of  the  North  Saskatchewan  with  a  fire 
guard  of  land  covered  with  snow  or 
water,  or  so  worn,  graded  or  plowed,  oj- 
burned  over,  as  to  be  free  of  inflam- 
mable matter,  and  that  north  of  the 
North  Saskatchewan  the  fire  guard  may 
consist  of  land  which  by  any  method 
has  been  made  free  from  inflammable 
matter.  The  fire  guard  must  be  20  feet 
in  width.  The  amendment  to  the  Agri- 
cultural Societies  Act  provides  for  a 
grant  of  $100  maximum  to  an  agricul- 
tural society  for  planting  trees  around 
homes,  and  a  maximum  grant  of  $300 
for  corn  shows. 
SEEKS  ELIMINATION 
OF  WILD  LANDS  TAX 

A  motion  by  J.  Dechene,  Beaver  River 
(Liberal),  expressing  the  opinion  that 
"the  time  has  arrived  when  the  Wild 
Lands  Tax  levied  in  this  Province  should 
be  levied,  collected  and  spent  within  the 
municipality  or  improvement  district 
from  which  it  is  collected,"  was  defeated 
by  38  A'^otes  to  13. 

Mr.  Dechene  said  he  had  never  fav- 
ored the  use  of  the  tax  for  Provincial 
purposes.  The  value  of  wild  lands  was 
created,  he  contended,  by  the  improve- 
ments made  by  the  community  in  the 
various  units.  Thei-e  had  been  in  Beaver 
River  a  partial  crop  failure,  and  if  the 
tax  reverted  to  the  municipalities  relief 
would  result.  Half  a  million  dollars 
was  involved,  and  Mr.  Dechene  believed 
that  he  had  the  support  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  ratepayers  in  the  muni- 
cipal and  improvement  districts  of  the 
Province. 

M.  C.  McKeen,  Lac  Ste.  Anne  (U.  F. 
A.);  George  Mills,  Athabasca  (Liberal) 
and  S.  G.  Tolain,  Leduc  (Liberal)  spoke 
in  favor  of  the  resolution,  and  L.  A. 
Giroux,  Grouard  (Liberal)  condemned 
the  principle  of  the  vnld  lands  tax.  He 
did  not  believe  that  the  non-resident 
should  be  discouraged  from  investing 
money.  If  he  were  over  taxed  he  would 
cease  to  pay  his  ordinary  taxes.  Any 
wild  lands  tax  imposed,  however,  should 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  local  authority, 
and  the  same  rule  should  be  applied  to 
the  fur  tax. 

WOULD  HAVE  TO  REDUCE 
SERVICE  TO  PUBLIC 

Captain  Robert  Pearson,  Calgary  (In- 
dependent), .said  that  the  wild  lands  tax 
was  a  great  burden  to  settlers  who  for 
various  reasons  had  to  leave  their  farms 
temporarily,  and  A.  Ml.  Matheson,  Veg- 
reville  (U.  F.  A.),  said  he  would  like  to 
see  the  tax  removed,  but  that  this  could 
not  be  done  without  decreasing  services 
to  the  public.  Before  it  could  be  elimi- 
nated, some  other  source  of  revenue 
must  he  provided.  The  tax  did  not  af' 


CONDITIONS  OF  THE  WHEAT 
POOL  ELEVATOR  GUARANTEE 
By  the  act  to  amend  the  act  of  in- 
corporation of  the  Alberta  Co-opera- 
tive Wheat  Producers,  Ltd.,  which 
was  finally  passed  on  Friday  of  last 
week,  the  Government  are  given 
power  to  lend  or  guarantee  loans  up 
to  a  total  sum  of  $1,000,000  to  the 
Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  for  the  acquisi- 
tion or  construction  or  remodelling  of 
local  or  terminal  elevators,  within  or 
without  the  borders  of  the  Province. 

The  sums  lent  or  guaranteed  must 
not  exceed  85  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of 
carrying  out  the  purpose  for  which 
the  money  Is  lent,  and  the  loans  or 
guarantees  taken  together  must  not 
at  any  time  exceed  the  one  million 
dollar  total. 

Any  sums  lent  or  guaranteed  must 
be  secured  by  mortgage  upon  the  ele- 
vator upon  which  money  is  to  be  ex- 
pended, and  upon  any  interest  In  real 
or  personal  property  which  the  cor- 
poration may  hold  or  use  in  connec- 
tion therewith. 


feet  the  legitimate  producer.  The  spec- 
ulator should  be  taxed  directly,  however, 
on  the  unearned  increment. 

While  people  in  remote  districts  found 
the  tax  hurdensome,  declared  E.  E. 
Sparks,  Wetaskiwin  (U.  F.  A.),  turning 
over  the  tax  to  the  municipality  would 
not  remove  the  burden.  Relief  shoufd 
come  by  reduction  of  the  acreage  requir- 
ed to  be  cultivated. 

George  MacLachlan,  Pembina  (U.  F. 
A.),  found  cause  for  dissatisfaction  in 
that  when  a  farmer  left  his  farm  in 
order  to  make  a  livelihood,  the  tax  im- 
mediately became  effective.  He  sug- 
gested that  in  such  cases  as  these  ex- 
emption should  be  granted  for  three 
years.  Until  the  entire  system  of  tax- 
ation was  changed,  this  tax,  however, 
must  remain. 

The  Assembly  divided  on  Mr.  De- 
chene's  resolution  as  follows: 

For  the  motion:  Messieurs  Mitchell, 
Tobin,  Marshall,  Bowen,  McClung,  'Mrs., 
Mills,  Dechene,  McLennan,  Heffeman, 
Giroux,  Henry,  Milnes,  McKeen — ^13. 

Against  the  motion:  Mfessieurs  Green- 
field, Brownlee,  Hoadley,  Reid,  Ross, 
Parlby,  Mrs.,  Sonith,  V.  W.,  Love,  Mathe- 
son, Claypool,  Forster,  MacLachlan, 
iSparks,  Cameron,  Galbraith,  Smith, 
N.  IS.,  Shield,  Carson,  Moore,  Brown, 
Joly,  Washburn,  St.  Arnaud.  Andrews, 
Cook,  Smith,  W.C.,  Smith,  G.W.,  String- 
am,  Johnston,  G.N.,  Sanders,  Enzenauer, 
Proudfoot,  Connor,  Fedun,  Chornohus, 
Pearson,  Davidson,  Christophers-f-38. 

DAVIDSON  HAS 
PANACEA  FOR  DEFICITS 

Expressing-  the  hope  that  his  proposal 
would  pave  the  way  to  a  new  financial 
policv  that  "would  put  an  end  to  defi- 
cits," W.  M.  Davidson,  Calgary  (Inde- 
pendent), moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  seconded  by  Robert 
Pearson,  Calgary  (Independent) : 

That  there  may  be  a  decrease  in 
Provincial  expenditure,  and  an  in- 
crease in  Provincial  revenue  and 
greater  efficiency  in  administration: 
Be  it  Resolved,  that  _this  Legisla- 
ture at  this  session,  appoint  a  com- 
mittee composed  of  Members  of  this 
Legislature,  which  committee  shall 
•  make  complete  and  detailed  survey  of 
revenue  and  expenditure,  investigat- 
ing the  manner  of  organization  of  .de- 
partments, methods  of  appointment  of 
employees  in  Government  service,  the 

details  of  tAxation  and  any  other  mat- 


ters concerning  the  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  Province,  and  report: 

1.  On  reorganization  or  improve- 
ment in  organization  in  administra- 
tion including  details  concerning  bet- 
ter correlation  of  departments  and 
method  of  appointment  of  officials 
to  the  employ  of  Government  and  con- 
trol of  the  same; 

2.  On  general  or  special  revision  of 
Provincial  taxation; 

3.  On  any  other  plan  or  plans  for 
reducing  expenditure  or  increasing 
revenue  or  improving  efficiency;  and, 
further  that  this  committee  be  em- 
powered to  summon  business  efficien- 
cy experts  and  any  others  it  may 
deem  wise  who  may  supply  informa- 
tion and  suggestions  and  further  that 
the  committee  ma^  be  summoned  from 
time  to  time  during  the  interim  fol- 
lowing the  present  session  and  any 
expense  involved  in  conection  with  the 
committee  shall  be  paid  by  the  Pro- 
vince. 

Repeated  deficits,  declared  Mr.  David- 
son, prevented  the  adoption  of  a  pro- 
gram of  progressive  legislation.  The 
Government  had  come  to  the  end  of  its 
petty  economies.  In  the  matter  of  reve- 
nue and  taxation  the  Government  lack- 
ed vision  and  courage.  There  were  only 
two  new  revenue  features  devised:  the 
liquor  profits  and  the  mineral  tax. 

The  resolution  iprovided  a  scheme 
whereby  outside  effort  might  be  utilized 
to  put  an  end  to  the  Province's  diffi- 
culties. .The  proposed  plan  was  not 
without  precedent,  as  a  committee  on 
redistribution  was  to  be  appointed.  Mip- 
istei's,  who  were  too  close  to  their  own 
departments  and  consequently  acquired 
a  narrow  view  of  things,  should  wel- 
come assistance.  The  Government  should 
be  organized  like  a  private  business. 
WOULD  FORM  STANDING 
COMMITTEE  ON  ESTIMATES 

Mr.  Davidson  coupled  with  the  first 
resolution  the  followng  proposal,  and 
discussed  the  two  together: 

Resolved,  that  Rule  24  of  the  Rules, 
Orders  and  Forms  of  Proceedings  of 
the  Legislature  of  Alberta  be  amend- 
ed to  provide  for  a  select  standing 
committee  "on  estimates"  to  which 
in  future  sessions,  shall  be  referred 
the  "Estimates  of  Revenue  and  Am- 
ounts to  be  voted  for  the  public  ser- 
vice of  Alberta"  before  the  same  are 
considered  in  the  Legislature. 
Consideration  of  estimates,  said  the 
member,  had  brought  poorer  results  this 
year  than  ever  before,  more  partizanship 
being  shown.    He  did  not  criticise  Mr. 
Marshall  and  other  Liberals  for  attack- 
ing the  estimates  blindly,  as  there  was 
no  other  way  open  to  them.   A  commit- 
tee could  probe  and  consider,  and  arrive 
at  intelligent  conclusions. 

'Mr.  Davidson  said  that  his  motion  was 
in  no  way  intended  as  a  vote  of  want  of 
confidence. 
WOULD  INVOLVE 
DUPLICATION  OF  EXPERTS 

'Stating  that  the  resolution  aimed  at 
the  root  of  responsible  Government, 
Premier  Greenfield  said  that  if  the  pro- 
posal were  adopted  the  committee,  which 
itself  would  not  possess  expert  know- 
ledge, would  find  it  necessary  to  call 
in  experts  to  advise  it.  Having  obtain- 
ed the  assistance  of  the  experts  the  com- 
mittee in  tuni  would  then  advise  the 
Government.  But  the  Government  itself 
had  Obtained  expert  advice,  and  the  pro- 
posal would  thus  involve  duplication. 

"No  other  Government  has  made  such 
progress  in  reorganization  as  this  Gov- 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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Highways  Construction  Program  Will 
Greatly  Accelerated  in  Order  to  Earn 

Dominion  Grants 


Be 


Program  Originally  Intended  for  Five  Year  Period  Must  Nov/  Be   Completed  in  Four — Concenti-ation  on 
Backbone  of  Provincial  Highways  System — Faster  Pace  in  Market  Roads — Treatment  of  Lumber 

to  Double  Life  of  Bridges 

In  order  to  take  full  advantage  of  the 
Federal  Aid  scheme  for  the  development 
of  Provincial  hig^hways,  the  Department 
of  Public  Works  of  Alberta  will  be  com- 
pelled to  carry  out  a  much  more  inten- 
sive program  of  highways  construction 
than  was  originally  planned,  according - 
to  an  announcement  made  to  "The  U. 
P.  A."  a  few  days  ago  by  Alex.  Ross, 
Mlinister  of  Public  Works. 

The  original  plans  called  for  an  ex- 
penditure of  approximately  three  and  a 
half  million  dollars  over  a  period  of  five 
years.  This  was  contingent  upon  the 
Ottawa  Government  extending  for  an 
additional  three  years  the  period  during 
which  the  grant  must  be  earned.  The 
extension,  however,  was  made  for  two 
years  only,  and  in  consequence  the  Pro- 
vincial highways  program  will  be  con- 
centrated within  four  years,  inclusive  of 
the  year  1924,  when  the  new  policy  was 
launched.  Last  year  work  was  carried 
on  throughout  the  Province  on  410  miles 
of  highways.  This  year's  program  calls 
for  310  miles,  but  there  will  be  more 
gravelling  than  in  1924. 

Backbone  of  Highways  System 
The  estimates  for  1925  provide  for  a 
capital  expenditure  on  highways  con- 
struction in  1925  of  $1,400,000,  as  com- 
pared with  an  actual  expenditure  in  1924 
of  $842,223.54.  Most  of  the  work  this 
season,  states  Mr.  Ross,  will  be  devoted 
to  the  backbone  of  the  highways  system 
of  the  Province,  extending  from  Edmon- 
ton to  the  international  boundary  in  the 
south.  The  plans  of  construction  are 
primarily  designed  to  serve  the  people 
of  the  Province.  It  is  at  the  same  time 
considered  desirable  that  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  the  bringing  in 
people  from  the  south  of  the  international 
boundary  shall  not  be  overlooked,  and 
that  these  visitors  shall  find  in  Al- 
berta a  high  standard  of  road  construc- 
tion. 

Road  to  Glacier  Park 

The  highway  from  Cardston  to  Glacier 
Park  will  be  practically  a  new  road.  To 
connect  up  with  the  Alberta  system  the 
responsible  authorities  south  of  the 
international  boundary  are  building  a 
stretch  of  ten  miles  to  the  Alberta  bor- 
der. This  highway  when  completed  will 
be  of  very  high  quality. 

This  year  also  there  will  be  increased 
activity  on  the  road  from  Coutts  to 
Lethbridare.  On  the  road  through  the 
Crow's  Nest  Pass,  another  important 
feeder,  considerable  work  was  done  last 
year,  and  there  will  be  increased  activity 
in  construction  this  season,  lliere  will 
be  almost  a  new  road  from  Pincher 
Creek  to  the  boundary. 

As  a  i-esult  of  the  work  to  be  carried, 
on  on- the  main  roads  entering-  the  Prov- 
ince from  the  south,  the  highways  will 
be  in  keeping  as  to  quality  with  the 
roads  on  the  United  States  side  of  the 
line. 

Main  Feeders  From  East 
Special  attention  will  also  be  given  to 
the  two  min  ff>ed«fs  fvm  Sftsk&tohe- 


HON.   ALEX.  ROSS 
Minister  of  Public  Works    and  Labor 


wan  and  other  points  east.  Last  year 
work  was  done  on  a  considerable  scale 
on  the  road  which  enters  Alberta  near 
Alsask,  from  Saskatoon.  This  year's 
program  will  be  heavier,  the  main  work 
being  from  Hanna  westwards.  The  road 
from  Calgary  to  Strathmore  will 
be  gravelled  to  link  up  with  the  sections 
gi-avelled  last  year,  and  another  section 
betvv-een  Hanna  and  Drumheller  will  re- 
ceive particular  attention. 

The  other  main  highway  from  the  east 
enters  the  Province  at  Lloydminster  and 
connects  with  Edmonton.  There  will  be 
a  continuation  of  last  year's  program  on 
this  road. 

Of  the  200  miles  of  road  between 
Calgary  and  Edmonton,  probably  two- 
thirds  will  be  regraded,  while  about  one- 
third  will  be  gravelled. 

North  of  Edmonton 

North  of  Edmonton  work  on  the  main 
highway  to  Athahasca  wnll  be  continued. 
The  location  of  the  road  from  Clyde  to 
Athabasca  is  being  changed,  the  new 
road  following  the  valley,  paralleling  the 
railway.  Work  will  be  commenced  from 
Donnelly  westward,  and  the  construction 
when  completed  will  make  travelling  by 
a  good  road  possible  all  the  way  from 
McLennan  to  Pouce  Coupe,  and  will 
leave  only  a  section  of  the  Peace  River 
Highway  to  be  constructed  between  High 
Prairie  and  Smith.  This  section  tra- 
verses a  country  which  is  not  very  well 
settled,  and  as  in  general  the  land  is  not 
suitable  for  farming,  it  is  doubtful  whe'- 
ther  much  settlement  will  take  place. 

Mr.  Ross  stated  that  it  had  not  been 
decided  by  which  of  three  alternative 
rowtfs  the*  PeaM  Rivsp  wmity  wouid 


tapped  from  Edmonton.  These  three 
suggested  routes  were  described  in  a 
recent  issue  of  "The  U.  F.  A."  The 
alternatives  are  (a)  from  Edmonton  to 
Athabasca  and  Smith,  and  along  the 
south  shore  of  the  Lesser  Slave  Lake  to 
High  Prairie;  (b)  from  Edmonton  to 
Westlock  to  Fort  Assiniboine  to  Swan 
Lake  to  Kinuso  and  thence  on  to  High 
Prairie;  (c)  by  the  old  road  to  Edson 
and  thence  to  Sturgeon  Lake  and  Grande 
Prairie. 

It  is  still  undecided  whether  the  old, 
abandone'd  grade  can  be  developed  as  a 
highway  west  towards  Jasper  Park,  as 
the  company  is  not  at  present  willing  to 
grant  a  lease  which  would  justify  the 
Province  in  carrying  on  the  necessary 
work.  The  lease  now  offered  would  be 
renewable  only  from  year  to  year,  carry- 
ing as  a  condition  that  the  Province 
should  pay  the  taxes.  It  is  possible  to 
travel  to  Obed,  and  there  is  a  gap  of 
22  miles  west  to  the  park.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  will  place  a  survey 
party  in  the  field  to  locate  a  highway 
from  Obed  to  the  pai'k.  A  request  has 
already  been  made  to  the  park  authori- 
ties to  complete  the  work  to  the  boun- 
dary of  the  park  to  link  up  with  the 
Provincial  undertaking. 
Extensive  System  of  Market  Roads 
It  is  anticipated  that  the  development 
of  market  roads  will  proceed  at  a  much 
faster  pace  than  in  former  years.  A 
very  extensive  system  of  these  roads, 
states  the  Minister,  has  been  located 
throughout  the  Pi  evince.  In  some  in- 
stances the  program  has  yet  to  be  ap- 
proved by  the  municipal  authorities,  but 
rapid  progress  is  being  made  in  that 
Inspect.  "Some  of  the  municipalities," 
Mr.  Ross  declares,  "have  not  yet  real- 
ized the  value  of  the  market  roads  pol- 
icy, both  in  respect  to  method  of  con- 
struction and  the  quality  of  the  roads 
which  will  be  built.  The  matter  is  now 
under  review  by  the  special  advisory 
committee  of  the  Municipal  Districts  As- 
sociation, which  will  report  to  the  next 
convention  of  the  association." 

Last  year'.s  program  demonstrated  the 
possibilities  of  carrying-  out    the  work 
on  market  roads  with  greatly  increased 
economy.     Hitherto,     the  Department 
finds,  municipalities  have  not  been  set 
ting  full  value  for  the  money  expended 
though    there    has    been    notable    im  ' 
provement  during  the  past  two  or  three 
years,  the  value  of  modern  equipment 
being  more  and  more  realized.   Thero  ;« 
still,  however,  room  for  improvement 
It  is  being  increasingly  recogmVed  tblf 
one  of  the  most  important  m-^ffm  • 
that  of  maintenance.  matters  in 

Treatment  of  Lumber  for  Bridges 

The  Department  is  makiiio-  o  j 
the  merits  of  treating  Sr  /^"'^^  ''^ 
bridge  construction     t£  i. 
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News  of  the  Organization 

Activities  of  Locals  and  District  Associations  and  Information  From  Central  Office- 

on  Co-operation 


-Notes 


Concentrated  Drive 
for  Three  Pools  to 
Be  Launched  in  June 


Plans  Formulated  at  Series  of  Meetings 
Last  Week— More  Than  400  Meetings 
Held  During  Winter 

At  a  series  of  meetings  held  in  Ed- 
monton last  week,  plans  for  a  vigorous 
and  concentrated  drive  for  membership 
in  the  Poultry  and  Eggs,  Livestock  and 
Dairy  Pools  were  foi-mulated.  The  in- 
tensive drive  will  be  carried  on  during 
the  period  from  June  8th  to  28th  next. 

At  a  meeting  between  members  of 
the  boards  of  the  three  Pools  and  repre- 
sentatives of  the  daily  press  of  the  Prov- 
ince, the  newspapermen  expressed  their 
willingness  to  support  the  effort  to  ex- 
tend the  practice  of  co-operative  mar- 
keting. » 

Joint  Contract  Agreed  On 

Members  of  the  board  of  the  Provin- 
cial Daii-y  Pool  met  the  directors  of  the 
Central  Alberta  Dairy  Producers'  Asso- 
ciation of  Alix.  The  use  of  a  joint  con- 
tract was  decided  on,  and  the  Alix  As- 
sociation will  market  all  of  the  products 
received  from  members  through  the 
selling  agency  of  the  Provincial  Pool. 
The  Alix  Pool  will  have  representation 
on  the  selling  board  of  the  Provincial 
Pool  in  direct  proportion  to  the  per- 
centage of  produce  they  contribute.  An 
active  joint  campaign  will  be  carried  on 
in  the  district,  the  producers  being  given 
the  option  of  joining  either  Pool,  on  the 
understanding  that  ultimately  their  pro- 
duct will  be  marketed  through  the  same 
trade  channels. 

During  the  winter  more  than  400 
meetings  have  been  held,  the  audiences 
in  all  cases  being  sympathetic.  About 
one  thousand  canvassers  have  now  re- 
ceived full  information  and  contracts 
and  are  organized  for  the  drive. 

 0  

CLYDE  MEETINGS  WELL  ATTENDED 

"Our  meetings  this  winter  have  been 
well  attended,"  writes  Jno.  A.  Nichols, 
secretary  of  Clyde  Local.  We  held  a 
social  evening  and  picture  show  at  the 
Hay  Creek  Hall,  which  was  a  success. 
We  have  been  discussing  co-operative 
bujing  at  our  meetings,  with  the  result 
that  we  have  bought  in  quantity  lubri- 
cating oils  and  gi-eases.    We  also  have 

HIGHWAYiS    CONSTRUCTION  PRO- 
GRAM WILL  BE  GREATLY  ACCEL- 
ERATED TO  EARN  DOMINION 
GRANTS 
(Continued  from  page  6) 
bridges  since  the  year  1905,  when  the 
Province  was  formed.    This,  the  Minis- 
ter states,  cannot  go  on.   Bridges  in  con- 
siderable numbers  are  now  being  built 
of  treated  lumber  for    the    first  time. 
Only  about  30  per  cent,  is  added  to  the 
initial  cost,  and  as  it  has  been  demon- 
strated that  treatment  will    at  least 
double,  and  in  many  cases  treble  the 
life  of  a  bridge,  in  the  long  i-un  treat- 
ment is  by  far    the    most  economical. 
Iron  construction  is    in    large  measure 
abandoned, 


HAVE  80  PER  CENT.  ENROLLMENT 
Plainvlew  Local  now  have  an  80  per 
cent,  enrollment,  and  are  working  for 
100  per  cent.  A  series  of  whist  drives 
during  the  winter,  given  by  the  Local, 
have  been  an  enjoyable  feature  of  the 
social  life  of  the  district. 


our  beef  ring  well  under  way.  We  aim 
to  put  in  our  own  scales  and  yard  at  the 
local  stockj'ard,  so  we  can  give  better 
service  to  our  members. 

"The  sign-up  to  the  various  Pools  has 
met  with  great  success,  but  a  lot  of 
ground  has  yet  to  be  covered,  and  we 
hope  to  do  this  before  seeding." 

 0  

BUY  COAL  CO-OPERATIVELY 

Three  carloads  of  coal,  as  well  as  sup- 
plies of  foi-malin  and  gopher  poison, 
were  bought  co-operatively  by  Garden 
Springs  Local  lately.  Arrangements  are 
being  made  to  buy  a  carload  of  sugar. 

 0  

INVITED  WHOLE  COMMUNITY 

Recently  the  Sexsmith  U.  F.  W.  A. 
Local  gave  a  tea  to  which  all  the  com- 
munity Avere  invited,  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  new  members. 


TWENTY  PAID-UP  MEMBERS 

W.  Oliver  recently  organized  the  Gib- 
bons Junior  Local,  which  will  hold  meet- 
ings in  the  Community  Hall  at  Gibbons, 
in  the  Athabasca  constituency.  John 
Fraser  is  the  president  and  Miss  M. 
Sillars  the  secretary  of  the  new  Local, 
which  has  20  paid-up  members. 


INTEND  To  WIN  BANNER 

The  Junior  Local  at  Mazeppa,  writes 
the  secretary,  Clarence  R.  Burgess,  in- 
tend if  possible  to  win  the  banner  this 
year,  and  are  settling  down  to  work«with 
that  end  in  view. 


PROGRAM  OF  PLAYLETS 

There  was  a  capacity  audience  for  the 
program  of  playlets  given  recently  by 
the  Loyalty  Junior  Local,  and  a  profit 
of  over  $40  resulted.  The  members  have 
decided  to  put  on  a  "real"  play  next 
winter. 


Notes  from  the  Wheat 
Pool  Head  Office 


Member  Pays  $271  Damages 
for  Breach  of  Contract 


Some  weeks  aaro  announcement 
was  made  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Wheat  Pool  that  legal  action 
had  been  commenced  in  certain 
cases  against  Pool  members  for 
breach  of  contrnct  in  disnosinw  of 
their  wheat  outside  t'^e  Pool.  While 
several  cases  are  pending,  none  have 
yet  come  to  trial.  One  member  has 
paid  full  liquidated  dama<^es  plus 
ie^al  costs  incurred  by  the  Pool,  tot- 
alling in  all  271.2.5. 

In  addition  to  cases  pending,  cir- 
cumstances of  members  susnected  of 
breach  of  contract  are  being  care-, 
fullv  investigated  and,  in  case  of 
deliberate  violation,  action  will  be 
taken  under  the  Penalty  Cl«us«. 


Membership  Drive 
in  Vegreville  District 


At  a  meeting  of  the  executive  of 
Vegreville  Federal  Constituency  Asso- 
ciation recently,  a  general  survey  of  the 
woi'k  of  the  organization  was  made.  It 
was  decided  to  arrange  a  member-ship 
di-ive,  to  bring  the  organization  up  to 
full  strength.  The  president,  H.  0. 
Braden,  announced  that  he  would  give  a 
box  of  cigars  to  the  U.  F.  A.  Local  se- 
curing the  largest  percentage  of  mem- 
bers, and  a  box  of  chocolates  to  the 
U.  F.  W.  A.  Local  with  the  best  showing. 

A  resolution  was  passed  unanimously 
expressing  confidence  in  the  U.  F.  A. 
Provincial  administration,  and  in  the 
U.  F.  A.  Federal  members. 


JUNIORS  ASSIST  SENIORS 

Namao  Junior  Local  have  joined  forces 
with  the  Senior  Local,  and  take  charge  of 
the  program  at  certain  meetings.  They 
are  assisting  in  the  purchase  of  a  large 
hall,  to  be  built  at  a  cost  of  about  $2,000. 
It  will  be  equipped  with  electric  light, 
•and  the  Juniors  plan  to  make  their  rink 
beside  the  hall  next  year,  so  that  it  also 
can  be  wired  for  lighting.  They  are  pre- 
paring a  tennis  court  for  the  spring. 
 0  

SECURING  COPIES  OF  "HANSARD" 

The  securing  of  copies  of  "Hansard" 
for  their  members,  purchase  of  gopher 
poison  through  the  municipality  at  cost, 
and  rental  of  meeting  place,  were  ar- 
ranged at  the  last  meeting  of  Willowdale 
Local.  The  Livestock,  Dairy  and  Poultry 
Pools  were  also  discussed. 

 o  ■ 

OPPOSED  TO  EXPORT  DUTY 

A  resolution  passed  by  Energetic  Local 
recently  expresses  strong  opposition  to 
any  export  duty  on  wheat,  and  asks  for 
provision  to  be  made,  in  the  revision  of 
the  Grain  A-ct,  for  grading  of  wheat  on 
milling  value. 

A  carload  of  fence  posts  bought  co- 
operatively saved  for  each  member  suf- 
ficient to  pay  his  U.  F.  A.  dues  for  the 
year. 

 0  

DOUBLED  MEMBERSHIP 

An  oyster  supper  given  recently  by 
the  Willow  Hollow  Local  to  their  mem- 
bers and  friends  was  the  means  of  doub- 
ling the  membership.  Fifty  people  sat 
down  to  tables  decorated  with  cut  flow- 
ers. E.  Callihan  was  toastmaster,  and 
Mrs.  Wm.  Gibb,  Jos.  Storrow,  Mrs.  Hoff- 
man, F.  Sedgwick.  W.  Morgan,  F.  E. 
Malcolm,  Wm.  Gibb  and  E.  C.  Morgan 
gave  brief  addresses.  The  remainder  of 
the  evening  as  spent  at  court  whist  and 
dancing. 

SUPPORTING  POULTRY  POOL 
Holbom  U.  F.  W.  A.  Local  have  been 
making  quilts,  writes  the  secretary,  Mrs. 
Frank  Kimmerly,  which  will  be  sold  and 
the  proceeds  used  to  pay  members'  fees 
and  to  help  the  U.  F.  A.  Local  finance 
their  hall.  This  Local  is  anxious  to  give 
support  tc  the  "Egg  and  Poultry  Pool 
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MAY   USE  GUARANTEE 

FOR  THE  PURCHASE  OF 

TERMINAL  ELEVATORS 
(Continued  from  page  5) 
ernment  lias,"  declared  the  Premier.  Fol- 
lowing the  Special  Audit  many  improve- 
ments had  been  made,  and  further  reor- 
ganization was  contemplated.  When  it 
was  finished,  he  believed  the  honorable 
member  would  be  satisfied.  Appoint- 
ments were  made  on  merit  only  in  the 
ordinary  service,  and  important  positions 
were  filled  by  the  best  men  available. 
The  Government  were  prepared  to  ac- 
cept full  responsibility  for  fulfillment  of 
the  duties  placed  upon  them  by  the  peo- 
ple, and  intended  to  carry  on. 
WOULD  SUPPORT  MOTION  AS 
SHOWING  WANT  OF  CONFIDENCE 

In  a  charaoteristic  speech,  J.  C.  Bowen, 
Edmonton  (Liberal),  declared  that  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  was  neces- 
sary because  Alberta  lacked  an  efficient 
(JoveiTiment.  He  w^ould  therefore  sup- 
port the  resolution  because,  contrary  to 
the  statement  of  the  mover,  it  was  a 
"vote  of  want  of  confidence."  This 
statement  caused  laughter  on  the  Gov- 
ernment benches. 

"Many  memhers  opposite  will  say  good 
by  at  the  next  election,"  Mr.  Bowen  con- 
tinued. The  Assemibly  laughed  again 
when  M.  Chomahus,  the  U.F.A.  member 
for  Whitford,  interjected,  "I  may  follow 
my  predecessor." 

R.  C.  Miarshall,  Calgaiy  (Liberal), 
jubilantly  supported  the  resolution,  de- 
claring that  it  constituted  a  vote  of  want 
of  confidence,  that  the  public  had  lost 
confidence  in  the  Government,  and  in- 
dicated that  he  would  take  pleasure  in 
doing  anything  that  might  have  tlie 
effect  of  turning  the  Government  out. 

In  seconding  the  motion,  Robert  Pear- 
son, Calgary  (Independent),  deplored  the 
action  of  the  partizan  members  of  the 
Assembly  who  w^ere  responsible  for  the 
imputation  that  the  resolution  was  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence.  Captain 
Pearson  said  that  there  was  no  such  in- 
tention on  his  part.  However,  members 
on  the  Government  side  of  the  Assembly 
possessed  advantages  in  respect  to  in- 
formation which  other  members  did  not 
enjoy.  The  proposed  committee  would 
make  information  availalble  to  all.  He 
hoped  the  Assembly  would  discuss  the 
whole  matter  in  an  entirely  non-parti - 
zan  way,  as  an  honest  effort  to  brin^ 
about  a  better  condition  in  Governmental 
affairs. 

DOUBTS  VALUE,  BUT  WILL 
SUPPORT  "NO  CONFIDENCE" 

C.  R.  Mitchell  was  uncertain  whether 
the  proposed  committee  could  accomplish 
all  that  the  resolution  proposed.  It  set 
forth  a  large  bill  of  fare.  In  reg-ard  to 
taxation,  for  instance,  royal  commissions 
had  been  una'ble  to  accomplish  much. 
The  Liberal  leader  intimated  that  lie 
would  support  the  resolution,  not  on  its 
merits,  but  because  he  regarded  it  as  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Gov- 
ernment, for  its  sins  of  omission  and 
commission.  The  aim  of  the  resolution 
was  in  the  right  direction,  though  the 
committee  might  not  accomplish  the  de- 
sired ends. 

Congratulating  the  mover  for  the  fair 
manner  in  which  he  had  presented  his 
case,  George  Hoadley  noted  from  the 
attitude  of  both  mover  and  seconder  that 
they  did  not  intend  to  express  lack  of 
confidence,  but  only  to  go  further  alon? 
the  lines  by  which  the  Government  had 
been  travelling.  The  spirit  displayed  by 
tn^wbers  of  the  Liberal  party,  howevev, 


clearly  indicated  how  little  any  commit- 
tee such  as  that  proposed  might  hope  to 
accomplish.  There  was  no  hope  that 
these  members  of  the  Assembly  would 
approach  the  work  outlined  for  the  com- 
mittee in  an  attitude  of  fairness,  or  with 
any  intention  of  contributing  to  the  ef- 
ficiency of  pu'blic  business.  Their  sole 
aim  would  be  to  serve  partizan  ends. 

Mr.  Marshall:   "Give  us  a  chance." 

Mr.  Hoadley:    "Would  any  man  in  pri- 
vate business  invite  his  enemies  to  con- 
fer with  him?" 
FAIR  INTENTIONS  AND 
PARTIZAN  INTERPRETATION 

Analyzing  the  resolution,  Mr.  Hoad- 
ley said  it  was  a  clear  acknowledgment 
that  the  committee  would  have  to  call  m 
efficiency  experts  to  advise  them.  The 
Government  had  already  called  in  ex- 
perts, but  the  responsibility  rested  on 
the  Government,  and  would  so  rest 
whatever  committee  were  appointed. 
The  leader  of  the  Liberal  party  support- 
ed the  resolution,  not  because  he  be- 
lieved in  it,  but  solely  because  it  pro- 
vided an  opportunity  for  him  to  expi-ess 
his  partizanship,  as  he  regarded  it  as 
a  vote  of  lack  of  confidence.  The  mover 
and  seconder,  no  doubt,  had  not  seen 
how  their  fair  intention  could  be  made 
use  of  for  partizan  ends,  outspokenly  ad- 
mitted. 

Closing  the  deibate,  Mr.  Davidson  made 
reference  to  the  Geddes  commission  ap- 
pointed in  Britain  some  years  ago,  and 
said  that  Britain  now  had  a  .surplus. 
V/hen  the  Government  desired  the  assist- 
ance of  private  members,  it  was  not  so 
jealous  of  its  responsibilities  as  on  the 
present  occasion.  Yet  the  speaker  had 
sat  on  a  committee  on  the  liquor  ple- 
biscite w^hich  struck  "at  the  root  of  re- 
.'^ponsible  government"  quite  as  much 
as  the  present  resolution.  Mr.  Davidson 
could  not  see  why  any  member  could  not 
support  the  resolution  and  still  have  con- 
fidence in  the  Government. 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  resulting  as 
follows: 

For  the  motion:    Messieurs  Mitchell, 
'  Marshall,  Bowen,  IDechene,  McLennan, 
Giroux,  Henry,  Milnes,  Pearson,  David- 
son— 10. 

Against  the  motion:  Messieurs  Green- 
field, Hoadley,  Reid,  Ross.  'Smith,  V.W., 
Baker,  Love,  Matheson,  Claypool,  For- 
ster,  MacLachlan,  iSparks,  Cameron, 
Galbraith.  Smith,  N.'S.,  Shield,  Carson, 
Moore,  McKeen,  Jolv,  Washburn,  St. 
Amaud,  Cook,  Smith,  W.C.,  Smith,  G.W., 
Stringam,  Johnston  G.  N.,  'Sanders,  En- 
zenauer,  Proudfoot,  Connor,  Chorno- 
hus— 32. 

Paired:    Miills  for,  Brownlee  against. 


First  Recorded  Vote 
Taken  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House 


Motion  to  Eliminate  Election  Deposit  Is 
Defeated  After  Debate — Commit- 
tee Will  Inquire  Into  Al- 
berta Institutions 


TUESDAY'S  SITTING 


EDMONTON,  April  7.— A  notable  de- 
parture from  past  legislative  practice 
was  witnessed  today,  when  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  Alberta  Legis- 
lature, a  recorded  vote  was  taken  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Hitherto  there  has  been  no  sure  check 
(m  the  vot«  of  mem'b&rs,  although  soma 


of  the  most  important  divisions  take 
place  when  the  Assemhly  is  discussing 
legislation  in  committee,  Rule  256 
states:  "The  clerk  or  his  assistant  shall 
act  as  clerk  of  any  committee  of  the 
whole  house,  and  keep  a  record  of  its 
votes  IF  REQUIRED."  Hitherto  such 
a  record  has  not  been  required,  but  to- 
day W.  M.  Davidson,  after  moving  an 
amendment  to  the  Election  Act  to  eli- 
minate the  election  deposit,  asked  that 
a  recorded  vote  should  be  taken,  and  the 
Assembly  agreed,  although  there  was 
.some  opposition. 

NO  DIVISION  BELL  RUNG 
BEFORE  VOTE  TAKEN 

The  departure,  however,  does  not  yet 
make  a  vote  in  committee  as  accurate  a 
guide  to  the  position  taken  by  members 
upon  legislative  matters,  as  a  standing- 
vote  taken  when  the  Speaker  is  in  the 
chair.  In  such  cases,  if  members  call 
for  a  standing  vote,  the  division  bell  is 
rung,  and  there  is  a  short  pause  to  al- 
low all  members  to  get  into  their  places. 
No  such  warning  ^was  given  wjien  the 
recoi-ded  vote  was  taken  in  contmmttee  of 
the  whole  today,  and  in  consequence  a 
few  members  missed  the  division.  Perren 
Baker  and  Lome  Proudfoot,  who  were  in 
conference  in  the  lobby  w^hen  the  vote 
was  called  for,  immediately  entered  the 
Chamber.  Mr.  Proudfoot  reached  his 
desk  just  too  late  for  his  vote  in  favor 
of  eliminating  the  deposit  to  be  counted, 
whereas  Mr.  Baker,  whose  name  appears 
further  down  the  division  list,  was  able 
to  vote. 

There  seems  to  be  .some  possibility 
that  when  the  rules  of  the  Assembly  are 
revised  by  the  special  committee,  pro- 
vision will  be  made  for  exactly  the  same 
procedure  to  be  followed  w^hen  a  stand- 
ing vote  is  taken  in  committee  as  wlien 
the  mace  is  on  the  table.  Unless  such 
a  change  is  made,  many  of  the  most 
important  divisions  may  continue  to  be 
taken  without  any  authoritative  state- 
ment of  the  attitude  of  individual  mem- 
bers on  the  various  issues  coming  before 
the  Legislature  being  made  available  to 
their  constituents. 

HOW  THE  ASSEMBLY 
DIVIDED 

Mr.  Davidson's  motion  was  defeated 
on  a  non-party  vote  'by  27  to  21,  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  strike  out  the  deposit:  Messieurs 
Marshall,  (Bowen,  Mrs.MoClung,  McLen- 
nan, Pearson,  Davidson,  White,  Christo- 
phers, Ross,  iMrs.Parlby,  Claypool,  Mac- 
Lachlan, Smith,  N.  S.,  Shield,  Moore, 
Brown,  Andrews,  Cameron,  Smith,  G.W 
Johnston,  G.N.,  Fedun.  ' 

To  retain  the  deposit:  Messieurs  Green- 
field, Hoadley,  Reid,  iSmiith,  V.W..  BaW 
Matheson,  Love,  Forster,  Sparks  Gal- 
braith, Carson,  Washburn,  St.  Ar'naud 
McPherson  (speaker),  Buckley.  Peterson' 
Cook,  'Stringam,  Sanders,  "Enzenauer' 
Chornohus,  Mtchell,  Cross,  Mills  De' 
chene,  Giroux,  Milnes.  "' 

Pointing  out  that  the  imposition  of  an 
election  deposit  for   any    amount  (the 
present  sum  is  $100),  means    that  tho 
Legislature    in    some    deo-rpo     L  -  i 
whom  the  public  shTn  .^^flZn^'Tey 

been  opposerS,  t£  J*  '"^'^'-l^ed,  had 
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ed  the  same  tactics  in  this  particular  as 
their  opponents  had  formerly  adopted, 
in  order  to  deprive  minorities  of  oppor- 
tunities to  place  their  policies  before  the 
public. 

NO  EXCUSE  FOR  DEPOSIT 
UNDER  P.  R. 

Before  proportional  representation 
was  introduced,  the  Calgary  member  de- 
clared, there  was  some  excuse  for  the 
deposit,  because  if  a  large  number  of 
candidates  entered  the  field  and  spilt 
the  vote,  a  candidate  who  had  but  a 
small  percentage  of  the  total  vote  might 
be  elected.  Proportional  representation 
had  changed  all  that,  however,  as  it 
assured  that  the  winning  candidate  must 
have  a  majority  over  all.  In  the  recent 
Edmonton  by-election,  the  fourth  candi- 
date received  1200  votes,  surely  enough 
to  show  that  there  was  at  least  a  not 
altogether  negligible  public  support  for 
his  policies.  Yet  he  lost  his  deposit.  The 
votes  he  received,  in  point  of  fact,  in 
no  wise  affected  the  ultimate  result. 

Geoi-ge  Mills,  Athabasca  (Liberal), 
opposed  the  resolution,  as  he  regarded 
the  deposit  as  a  safeguard  to  keep  un- 
desirable candidates  from  entering  the 
field. 

WOULD  MAKE  POVERTY 
BARRIER  TO  CANDIDATES 

George  MacLachlan,  Pemlbina  (U.F. 
A.),  who  last  year  voted  in  favor  of  the 
retention  of  the  deposit,  announced  that 
he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  his 
attitude  at  that  time  was  mistaken.  He 
had  voted  as  he  did  because  he  feared 
that  without  some  such  safeguard  an 
unduly  large  number  of  candidates  might 
enter  the  field,  and  the  ballot  paper 
might  be  cumbered  with  an  excessive 
^-number  of  names,  and  also  elections 
might  be  used  by  some  classes  of  people 
as  a  means  of  obtaining  free  advertis- 
ing. On  examining  the  matter  further, 
however,  he  had  decided  that  the  main- 
tenance of  a  barrier  which  might  pre- 
vent good  men  of  small  ^neans  from  be- 
coming candidates  was  undesirable. 

M.  Chornohus,  Whitford  (U.  F.  A.), 
remarked  humorously  that  the  "deposit 
should  be  raised  to  .$iOOO,  and  the  money 
forfeited  to  the  victor." 

N.  S.  Smith,  Olds  (U.F.A.),  who  gave 
a  casting  vote  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mitee  last  year  when  the  deposit  was 
retained,  announced  that  upon  full  con- 
sideration of  the  matter  he  had  changed 
his  mind,  and  would  vote  for  the  elimin- 
ation of  the  deposit,  for  similar  reasons 
to  those  of  Mr.  MacLachlan. 

A.  M.  Matheson,  Vegreville  (U.F.A.), 
thought  there  should  be  a  deposit,  as  an 
evidence  of  good  faith. 
REMNANT  OF  OUTWORN  SYSTEM, 
SAYS  BROWN 

Mrs.  McClung,  Edmonton  (Liberal), 
thought  it  should  be  left  to  the  people 
alone  to  decide  who  were  and  who  were 
not  suitable  candidates,  and  that  the  im- 
position of  a  penalty  of  ?100  was  unfaii-, 
while  S.  Brown,  High  River  (U.F.A.,  who 
was  one  of  the  most  active  fighters  last 
year  for  the  elimination  of  the  deposit, 
said  that  this  barrier  was  merely  a 
remnant  of  the  days  when  the  franchise 
was  limited  to  a  few,  that  the  time  had 
gone  by  when  this  kind  of  thing  should 
be  ipermitted.  Gieorge  Hoadley  ques- 
tioned whether  in  a  single  instance  a 
legitimate  candidate  had  been  unable  to 
raise  the  sum  needed. 

P.  Enzenauer,  Alexandra  (U.F.A),  be- 
lieved in  retaining  the  deposit),  sim- 
ply as  a  means  of  confining  an  el«ction 
to  those  who  had  reasonablQ  prospects 


of  success.  R.  C.  Marshall,  Calgary  (Lib- 
eral), supported  Mr.  Davidson's  motion. 

DECHENE'S  MOTION 
OCCASION  FOR  ATTACK 

On  the  strength  of  the  voting  down 
by  the  Legislature  of  two  requests  for 
returns  made  from  the  Liberal  side  of 
the  Assembly,  under  circumstances  al- 
ready described  in  "The  U.F.A."  (these 
returns  involving  very  considerable  ex- 
penditures of  money  and  one  of  them, 
according  to  the  Provincial  Treasui'er, 
necessitating,  if  agreed  to,  a  complete 
change  in  the  method  of  keeping  records 
always  hitherto  in  use  since  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Province)  an  attack  was 
made  on  the  Government  by  J.  Dechene, 
Beaver  River  (Liberal),  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Liberal  party.  The  attack 
took  place  on  a  motion  <hy  Mr.  De- 
chene worded  as  follows: 

That  whereas  it  is  in  the  best  in- 
terest of  this  Province  that  all  pos- 
sible information  with  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  public  business  be  made 
easily  and  readily  available  to  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  and  the 
public  generally; 

And  whereas  it  is  the  practice  in 
every  Legislature  in  this  Dominion 
for  the  Government  to  facilitate  as 
much  as  possible  the  passing  of  any 
motion  for  an  order  to  answer  ques- 
tions put  by  members,  or  a  return 
concerning  public  business,  when  the 
subject  matter  thereof  is  relative  and 
not  of  a  purely  vexatious  character; 

Be  it  therefore  Resolved,  that  this 
Legislature  is  of  the  opinion  that  all 
motions  submitted  by  members  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  any  reason- 
able information  as  to  the  conduct  of 
public  business  of  the  Province  (ex- 
cept such  as  may  be  against  the  pub- 
lic interest  and  of  a  strictly  confi- 
dential character)  be  given  favorable 
consideration  at  the     hands  of  the 
Government  and    that    the  same  be 
facilitated  in  every  way  in  order  that 
the  public  may  have  complete  and  ac- 
curate information  as  to  the  conduct 
of  Provincial  business,  and  that  same 
be  made  readily  available  to  the  pub- 
lic in  the  records  of  the  House. 
Mr.  Dechene    regretted    that  in  the 
days  when  the  snows  of  winter  were  dis- 
appearing, the  song  birds  returning,  and 
all  nature  breathed  of  hope  and  good- 
will and  harmony,  it  fell  to  his  lot  to 
strike  a  discordant  note,  by  criticising 
the  Government.     Information  given  in 
1922,  he  said,  had  been  full  and  com- 
plete, and  had  been  printed  in  the  Joui-- 
nals.    This  was  not  the  case  in  1924  and 
1925.    The  information  asked  for  in  the 
returns,  said  the  member,  was  not  poli- 
tical, but  in  the  public  interest.    He  did 
not  think  the  question  of  cost  should 
enter  into  the  matter. 

INFORMATION  ALL  AVAILABLE 
TO  PUBLIC 

Premier  Greenfield  said  the  Govern- 
ment had  always  been  ready  to  give  all 
information,  and  pointed  out  that  only 
two  motions  had  been  refused.  As  to 
the  printing  of  returns,  this  was  al- 
ways decided  by  the  printing  committee. 
The  information  in  the  returns,  whether 
the  expense  of  printing  was  incurred  or 
not,  was  available  to  all  members,  to 
the  press  and  to  the  public. 

Stating  that  he  himself  was  the  chief 
victim,  C.  R.  Mitchell  said  he  had  made 
more  motions  for  returns  than  any  other 
member,  and  th«  Government  had 
brought  to  bear  the  force  ot  Its  major- 
ity to  bteck  the  motJoira,  Mr,  Mitchell 


aid  that  the  printing  committee  was 
unduly  influenced  by  two  members  of 
the  Government.  In  one  year,  out  of  88 
items,  he  had  selected  for  printing  only 
20  important  returns,  and  only  four  or 
five  were  allowed. 

Glaorge  Hoadley,  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture, said  that  all  the  infoi-mation 
asked  for  was  available  in  public  docu- 
ments, that  the  Government  had  at  no 
time  shown  any  desire  to  withhold  in- 
formation, and  that  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  nothing  had  been  withheld,  when 
its  production  was  feasible,  there  was 
nothing  proposed  in  the  resolution  that 
was  not  already  being  done.  The  re- 
solution was  merely  an  insinuation 
against  the  Government. 

Robert  Pearson  said  he  would  like  to 
vote  against  the  resolution,  if  it  im- 
r'ied  anything  against  the  Government. 
"In  the  main,"  he  said,  "the  Government 
has  been  doing  what  is  right  in  the 
matter  of  giving  out  information.  I 
disagreed  with  them  on  one  occasion 
only." 

J.  E.  Brownlee  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  be  bound  by  any  gen- 
eral resolution  of  the  character  propos- 
ed, which  would  in  effect  give  a  blanket 
endorsement  for  the  printing  of  all  re- 
turns. This  might  prove  a  purely  waste- 
ful policy. 

AFTERNOON  WASTED, 
PROTESTS  JOHNSTON 

The  Assembly,  which  still  has  a  large 
volume  of  business  -to  transact  as  the 
session  nears  the  end,  had  been  held 
up  during  the  greater  part  of  the  after- 
noon by  this  resolution  when  George  N. 
Johnston  pointed  out  that  valuable  time 
was  being  wasted,  and  moved  that  the 
next  order  of  business  be  taken  up. 

The  resolution  was  defeated  by  34 
votes  to  14,  the  Assembly  dividing  as 
follows: 

For  the  motion:  Messieurs  Mitchell, 
Cross,  Tobin.  Marshall,  Mills,  Dechene, 
McLennan,  Heffernan,  Giroux.  Henry, 
Stewart  (Dr.),  Pearson,  Davidson, 
Washburn — 14. 

Against  the  motion:  Messieurs  Green- 
field. Brownlee,  Hoadlev,  Reid,  Ross, 
Parlby  (Mrs.),  Smith,  V.  W.,  Baker, 
Love.  Clavpool,  Porster,  MacLachlan, 
Sparks,  Cameron,  Galbraith,  Smith, 
N.S.,  Shield,  Carson,  Moore,  McKeen, 
Brown,  Joly,  St.  Arnaud,  Bucklev,  Peter- 
son, Cook,"  Smith,  W.C.,  Smith,  G.W. 
Strinp-am,  Johnston,  G.N.,  Sanders,  Fe- 
dun,  Chornohus,  McClung  Mrs. — ^^34. 

MOVES  FOR  INQUIRY 
INTO  ALL  INSTITUTIONS 

Arising  out  of  the  recent  disclosures 
in  connection  with  the  Lethbridge  jail, 
Mrs.  McClung  moved  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Whereas  the  recent  inquiry  into 
conditions  prevailing  in  the  Leth- 
bridge jail  have  brought  to  light  evi- 
dence of  carelessness,  inefficiency  and 
cruelty  which  have  come  as  a  great 
shock  to  the  people  of  this  Province, 
and  whereas  grave  doubts  have  been 
created  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
this  Province  as  to  conditions  in  some 
of  the  other  institutions  of  the  Pro- 
vince; 

Be  it  therefore  Resolved,  that  in 
the  opinion  of  this  House  similar  in- 
vestigations should  be  made  at  once 
into  the  conditions  and  management 
of  the  Fort  Saskatchewan  jail  and 
the  Mental  Hospital  at  Ponolka. 
"There  are  in  Canadian  Jails  today 
Wo  thousand  men,  a  poisoned  stream 
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of  humanity  going  in  which  must  not  be 
further  debased,  and  come  out  to  become 
a  menace  to  the  community,"  said  Mrs. 
McClung.  "The  whole  conduct  of  our 
penal  institutions  should  be  brought 
under  review."  In  the  Lethbridge  case 
there  had  been  lack  of  care,  cruelty,  lack 
of  cleanliness,  and  lack  of  hospital  fa- 
cilities. Mrs.  McClung  praised  the  work 
of  the  woman  in  charge  at  Fort  Saskat- 
chewan, but  declared  that  a  thorough 
reconsideration  of  the  whole  question  of 
the  conduct  of  our  various  institutions 
was  desirable,  that  prisoners  should  be 
classified,  the  young  separated  from 
the  old,  and  so  forth.  There  should  be 
industrial  training  for  men  and  women 
in  penal  institutions. 

Alex.  Ross  said  that  if  a  review  of 
the  methods  employed  were  desired, 
rather  than  the  same  kind  of  inquiry  as 
was  conducted  at  Lethbridge,  he  would 
agree,  but  not  to  such  an  inquiry  as  that 
when  there  was  no  complaint  made.  An 
attempt  was  being  made  to  classify 
prisoners,  but  lack  of  adequate  ac- 
commodation handicapped  the  efforts  of 
the  Department. 

C.  R.  Mitchell  declared  that  the  stand- 
ard in  Alberta  was  high  as  compared 
with  that  of  other  places,  that  up-to- 
date  methods  of  caring  for  the  mentally 
sick  were  used,  that  the  "jails  were 
palaces  as  compared  with  similar  insti- 
tutions in  other  Provinces."  What 
had  happened  at  Lethbridge  might  have 
happened  under  any  Government  and 
there  should  not  be  undue  criticisrri  of  the 
persons  responsible  for  the  administra- 
tion of  institutions. 

Mr.  Mitchell  did  not  believe  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  engage  a  judge  to  make  the 
kind  of  inquiries  desired  into  other  in- 
stitutions, but  the  moral  effect  of  a 
small  effective  committee  would  be  good, 
and  make  for  the  prevention  of  such  un- 
fortunate occurrences  as  the  death  in 
Lethbridge  Jail.  He  suggested  that  the 
inquiry  should  be  extended  to  include  the 
mental  hospital  at  Oliver  and  the  Red 
Deer  institution. 
VOLUNTARY  UNPAID 
VISITING  COMMITTEE 

George  Hoadley  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee, and  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
appoint  a  voluntary  and  unpaid  commit- 
tee of  four  women  and  six  men,  to  visit 
all  institutions  under  his  charge  periodi- 
cally. There  was  danger  that  a  resolu- 
tion such  as  Mrs.  McClung's  might  cause 
suspicion  in  the  public  mind,  that  there 
was  something  wrong,  whereas  he  had 
the  best  reason  for  believing  that  these 
institutions  were  well  conducted. 

Stating  that  the  ministers  had  his 
entire  sympathy,  R.  C.  Marshall,  Cal- 
gary (Liberal),  said  it  was  very  easy 
to  criticise,  hut  he  had  known  of  cases 
where  an  inmate  of  an  institution  or 
prisoner  in  jail  had  made  complaints, 
when  he  himself  was  entirely  responsi- 
ble for  any  trouble  that  might  have  oc- 
curred. Men  or  women  v/ho  were  sent  to 
pidson,  however,  should  be  given  a  fair 
chance  and  not  "pushed  do-wn."  In  some 
cases  a  first  offence  might  prove  the  last, 
if  prisoners  were  not  exposed  to  unde- 
sirable environment.  It  should  not  be 
held  against  the  familv  of  a  prisoner,  at 
least,  that  he  had  suffered  loss  of  liber- 
ty. If  possible  he  .should  be  enabled  to 
earn  wages  for  their  support. 
PRAISE  FOR  RED  DEER 
INSTITUTION 

G.  W.  Smith,  Red  Deer  (U.F.A.),  said 
he  had  never  heard  anyone  speak  of  Dr. 


McAllister,  of  the  Red  Deer  institu- 
tion, except  in  terms  of  highest  praise. 
He  had  visited  the  place,  and  excellent 
conditions  prevailed. 

"If  any  individual  is  unfortunate 
enough  to  fall  into  a  crime  and  is  pun- 
ished, we  should  aim  not  to  turn  him 
back  into  society  a  criminal,  but  to  en- 
able him  to  begin  at  once  to  be  a  benefit 
instead  of  a  detriment  to  society,"  de- 
clared J.  W.  Heffeman,  Edmonton  (Lib- 
eral). Experience  showed  that  inquiry 
from  time  to  time  might  prove  benefi- 
cial to  institutions. 

A.  L.  Sanders,  Stettler  (U.F.A.),  said 
that  he  knew  conditions  to  be  excellent 
at  Ponoka,  and  would  be  sorry  to  see 
anything  go  out  to  the  public  which 
might  be  regarded  as  a  reflection  on 
that  institution.  As  to  penal  institu- 
tions, he  believed  there  might  be  some 
danger  in  making  such  places  too  at- 
tractive, though  he  would  condemn  any 
injustice  or  unfairness  to  prisoners. 

ASKS  MRS.  McCLUNG 

TO  WITHDRAW  RESOLUTION 

J.  E.  Brownlee,  Attorney  General,  hop- 
ed that  Mrs.  McClung  Avould  withdi'aw 
her  resolution,  and  not  press  for  a  simi- 
lar, inquiry  to  that  held  at  the  Leth- 
bridge jail,  into  all  institutions  against 
which  no  charge  had  been  brought.  "No- 
body regrets  more  than  those  who  are 
in  responsible  positions  what  has  taken 
place  at  Lethbridge,  largely  dvie  to  in- 
capacity and  faults  in  organization," 
said  he.  "To  upset  public  confidence  in 
other  institutions,  however,  is  hardly 
warranted.  We  shall  do  what  we  can 
to  reorganize  the  Lethbridge  jail  and 
take  what  precautions  we  can  in  respect 
to  all  other  institutions." 

F.  J.  White,  Calgary  (Labor),  accepted 
the  assurances  of  the  Government,  and 
W.  M.  Washburn  pointed  out  that  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  might  appoint 
themselves  a  committee  to  investigate, 
while  M.  Chornohus,  Whitford  (U.F.A.), 
remarked  that  he  had  asked  a  man  who 
had  spent  16  months  in  an  institution, 
the  reply  being  "better  than  at  home — 
at  home  we  can't  afford  to  have  shower 
baths." 

Mrs.  MoClung  declared  it  had  never 
been  her  intention  to  embarrass  the 
Government,  that  she  had  always  gone 
to  see  a  Minister  about  any  matter  that 
came  to  her  notice,  rather  than  to  give 
it  publicity. 

R.  G.  Reid,  former  Minister  of  Health, 
said  he  had  never  received  any  com- 
plaint against  the  ipresent  members  of 
the  staff  at  Ponoka  that  on  inquiry  prov- 
ed to  be  well  founded. 

Mr.  Ross  signified  his  willingness 
that^a  review  should  be  made  into  penal 
inistitutions,  by  committee  or  in  any 
other  way,  but  riot  the  same  kind  of  in- 
quiry as  had  taken  place  at  Lethbridge. 
This  satisfied  Mrs.  MoClung,  and  she 
asked  Mr.  Hoadley  whether  the  visiting 
committee  he  proposed  for  other  insti- 
tutions would  be  formed  by  nomination 
from  such  bodies  as  the  U.F.W.A.,  Wo- 
men's Institutes,  etc.,  and  offered  to 
withdraw  the  resolution  if  he  would 
agree  to  this.  Mr.  Hoadley  said  the 
G-overnment  itself  would  appoint  the 
committee,  but  would  of  course  take  into 
consideration  all  of  these  public  bodies. 
The  committee  would  be  voluntary  and 
unpaid.  This  did  not  appeal  to  Mr. 
Davidson  as  entirely  satisfactory. 

The  Assembly  divided  on  the  resolu- 
tion as  follows: 

For  the  motion:  Messieurs  Mitchell, 
Marshall,  Bowen,  MoClung  Mrs.,  Mills, 


Dechene,  McLennan,  Heffernan,  Gixoux, 
Milnes — 10. 

Against  the  motion:  Messieurs  Green- 
field, Browulee,  Hoadley,  Reid,  Ross, 
Parlby  Mrs.,  Smith,  V.  W.,  Baker,  Love, 
Matheson,  Forster,  MaoLaohlan,  Cam- 
eron, Oalbraith,  Smith,  N.S.,  Carson, 
Moore,  McKeen,  Washburn,  St.  Arnaud, 
Andrews,  Buckley,  Peterson,  Cook, 
Smith  G.  W.,  Stringam,  Johnston,  Sand- 
ers, Proudtoot,  Fedun,  Cihomohus,  David- 
son, White,  Christophers — 34. 

BASIS  OF  TAXATION 
FOR  RURAL  SCHOOLS 

A  bill  to  amend  the  School  Assessment 
Act,  given  second  reading  on  motion  of 
Perren  Baker,  Minister  of  Education, 
definitely  makes  the  supplementary  re- 
venue tax  the  basis  of  taxation  for 
school  purposes  in  rural  districts,  some 
judges  having  overruled  some  such  as- 
sessments in  the  past.  The  bill  also 
gives  an  exact  definition  for  the  purpos- 
es of  school  assessment  of  "unsubdivid- 
ed  farm  land." 

A  bill  to  amend  the  School  Act,  also 
given  second  reading  on  Mr.  Baker's 
motion,  provides  that  schools  that  open 
not  later  than  the  day  after  Labor  Day, 
and  which,  prior  to  Good  Friday  in  the 
following  year,  have  not  been  closed  ex- 
cept for  the  prescribed  winter  vacation 
or  for  other  lawful  purpose  under  tJie 
authority  of  the  act,  sihall  .have  as  an 
additional  vacation  period  the  four  days 
immediately  following  Easter  Monday. 
By  mutual  agreement  between  the  board 
of  trustees  and  teacher,  a  school  may  be 
operated  dui-ing  these  days,  however. 
Ash  Wednesday,  the  King's  birthday  and 
Labor  Day  are  removed  from  the  list 
of  compulsory  holidays,  but  a  board  is 
given  power  to  declare  any  of  them  a 
holiday.  The  method  of  computing  a 
teacher's  salary  is  slightly  altered. 

It  is  also  provided  that  the  board  of 
any  district  shall  have  power,  on  obtain- 
ing consent  of  the  Board  of  Governors 
of  Alberta  University  and  the  Minister 
of  Education,  to  establish  a  college,  in 
affiliation  with  the  University,  in  which 
may  be  taught  work  of  university  grades 
not  to  exceed  that  commonly  accepted 
for  credit  for  the  first  two  years  of  an 
Arts  course.  The  usual  grants  for  ordin- 
ary ihigh  school  teaching,  $500,  will  be 
paid  for  these  additional  grades,  Cal- 
gary may  take  advantage  of  this  new 
provision. 

WOULD  LIMIT  POWER  OF 
UTILITIES  BOARD 

Introducing  a  resolution  calling  for 
amendment  of  the  Public  Utilities  Act 
to  deprive  the  Public  Utilities  Board  of 
the  power  to  vary  rates  for  commodities 
where  a  contract  exists,  "in  a  manner 
inconsistent  with  the  contract,"  J.  S 
Stewart,  Lethbridge  (Ind.-Conservative),' 
described  the  experience  of  the  city  of 
Lethbridge  and  other  communities  in 
the  south  which  had  contracted  for  gas 
.at  35  cents  a  thousand  cubic  feet  in  an 
agreement  validated  by  the  Legislature, 
the  Utilities  Board  subsequently  varyin" 
the  contract,  and  raiaing  the  price  to 

7^'^  Pi'lc^  paid  by  the 

city  of  Calgary,  under  an  award  of  the 
Board,  following  an  inquiry  miade  at  the 
request  of  that  city.  After  the  Calgarv 
award  the  company  took  the  case  of 
other  communities  to  the  courts,  and  the 
Supreme    Court     finally    referred  it 

me?t  th/r%''"'"'^^  ^''^^  for  settle- 
Z  '^l'^^''^  P"*^®         being  nam- 

ed for  the  whole  field.  The  Board  allow- 
ed  the  company  to  make        ,per  cent 
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on  ^bat  tliQy  cansidered  to  be  the  value 
of  Its  Investment. 

Dr.  Stewart's  resolution  was  in  the 
following  terms: 

Whereas,  It  was  the  Intention  of  this 
Legisiature  when  it  passed  the  Public 
Utiiities  Act,  being  Chapter  53  of  the 
Statutes  of  Alberta,  for  1923,  that  the 
Board  of  Public  Utility  Commissioners 
should  not,  without  the  consent  of  the 
parties  thereto,  have  the  power  to  vary 
an  existing  contract,  so  as  to  change  in 
a  manner  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  such  contract  the  rates  to  be  charged 
for  any  commodity  mentioned  under  the 
Act,  In  cases  where  a  contract  had  been 
entered  into  between  the  Utility  Com- 
pany and  a  municipality  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  May,  1923,  and, 

Whereas,  the  Courts  of  the  Province  of 
Alberta  have  held  that  the  Board  of 
Public  Utility  Commissioners  have  the 
power  under  the  said  Act,  In  regard  to 
contracts  entered  into  prior  to  -the  first 
day  of  May,  1923,  to  change  in  a  manner 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  the 
contract  the  rates  to  be  charged  for 
commodities  therein  specified,  and, 

Whereas,  the  Board  of  Public  Utility 
Commissioners  have  In  certain  cases 
brought  before  them,  increased  the  prices 
of  the  commodity  in  cases  where  there 
was  a  contract  dated  prior  to  the  first 
day  of  May,  1923,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
public  using  the  said  commodity; 

Now  therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this 
House  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  said 
Public  Utilities  Act,  being  Chapter  53, 
of  the  Statutes  of  Alierta,  for  1923, 
should  be  so  amended  as  to  take  away 
from  the  Board  of  Public  Utility  Com- 
.  missloners,  the  power  to  vary  the  rates 
for  commodities  in  a  manner  inconsist- 
ent with  the  contract  where  such  con- 
tract has  been  entered  into  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  May,  1923,  and  that  all  rates 
for  commodities  which  have  been 
changed  by  such  Board  of  Public  Utility 
Commissioners  shall  be  replaced  at  the 
rates  mentioned  in  the  said  contracts 
and  that  all  contracts  )$Mould  be  rein- 
stated in  the  same  terms  and  conditions 
as  they  were  prior  to  any  decision  of  the 
Courts  of  the  Province  of  Alberta  or  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Utility  Commission- 
ers made  or  based  upon  the  said  Chapter 
53  of  the  Statutes  of  Alberta,  for  1923. 

RIGHTS  OF  THE 
PEOPLE  AT  STAKE 

Declaring  that  the  question  at  issue 
was  one  of  "morals  and  the  rights  of  the 
people,"  Dr.  Stewart  said  that  if,  after 
having  bought  a  fai-m,  under  contract, 
a  fanner  told  the  person  from  whom 
he  had  bought  it,  tbat  the  payments 
would  have  to  be  reduced  because  he 
was  not  making  8V2  per  cent.,  he  would 
meet  with  little  sympathy.  Yet  the 
cases  were  parallel.  So  would  be  the 
case  of  a  landlord,  who,  having  agreed 
to  rent  a  farm,  came  to  a  public  author- 
ity and  said,  "I  want  you  to  compel  the 
tenant  to  obsei-ve  all  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  but  to  vary  it  in  my  behalf 
by  raising  the  rent." 

After  the  hearing  of  the  case,  siald  Dr. 
Stewart,  it  was  plainly  brought  out  that 
the  company  expected  to  give  Lethbridge 
gas  for  15  years  at  35  cents.  The  Util- 
ities Board  intervened  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  city.  The  member  contend- 
ed that  having  given  power  to  a  corpora- 
tion and  the  municipality  to  enter  into 
a  contract,  the  contract,  as  validated, 
should  be  binding.  The  Legislature 
would  not  pass  an  act  to  vary  a  contract 
between  two  individuals,  and  should  no 
more  allow  a  contract  between  these 
corporate  bodies  to  be  violated.  Could 
the  highest  courts  in  the  land  have  done 
what  the  Utilities  Board  did  in  this 
matter? 

Mr.  Brownlee:  "No.  If  the  Utilities 
Board  favored  a  lowering  of  the  rates 


to  the  municipality,  would  the  member 
be  agreeable  to  the  contract  being 
varied?" 

CONTRACT  IS  A 
CONTRACT,  SAYS  STEWART 

Dr.  Stewart:  "No,  a  contract  is  a  con- 
tract. When  the  Lethbridge  Northern 
entei-'prise  was  first  under  discussion,.  I 
was  opposed  to  interfering  with  mort- 
gage rights." 

The  member  for  Lethbridge  quoted 
Chief  Justice  Anglin,  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada,  to  the  effect  that  the 
enforcement  of  contracts  between 
municipalities  was  one  of  the 
functions  of  the  Utilities  Board.  He 
concluded  with  an  appeal  to  members 
not  to  consider  the  matter  at  issue  from 
a  party  standpoint,  but  to  uphold  the 
"rights  of  the  common  people,"  and  the 
sacredness  of  contracts. 

D.  H.  Galbraith,  Nanton  (U.  F.  A.), 
W.  H.  Shield,  Macleod  (U.  F.  A.),  and 
W.  T.  Henry,  Edmonton  (Liberal),  sup- 
ported the  resolution.  Mr.  Henry  did  so 
on  the  ground  that  the  "scrap  of  paper" 
which  consitituted  the  original  lagree^ 
ment  should  be  honored. 

J.  E.  Brownlee  adjourned  the  debate. 
 o  

Right  of  Utilities 
Board  to  Vary  Rates 
Upheld  by  Assembly 


Dominion  Government  Will  be  Asked  to 
Assume  Part  of  Loss  on  Lethbridge 
Northern  Irrigation  Scheme 


WEDNESDAY'S  SITTING 


EDMONTON,  April  8.— The  right  of 
the  Utilities  Board  to  vary  existing  rates 
icharged  for  gas  by  corporations  to 
municipalities  was  upheld  by  the  Legis- 
lature today  by  the  defeat  of  Dr.  Stew- 
art's resohifton  by  28  votes  to  19,  lafter 
a  heavy  debate  in  which  the  chief  fig- 
ures were  the  mover  of  the  resolution 
and  J.  E.  Brownlee,  Attorney  General, 
who  strongly  opposed  the  resolution.  The 
debate  occupied  most  of  the  afternoon 
and  a  great  part  of  the  evening  sitting. 
The  issue  was  not  treated  as  a  party 


EXPENDITURE       ON  BRIDGES, 
GRAVELLING,    AND  PREPARA- 
TIONS  FOR  1925  PROGRAM 
In  answer  to  a  question  by  A.  R. 
McLennan,    in    the    Legislature  last 
week,  Alex.  Ross  stated  that  the  fol- 
lowing    bridge     construction     is  now 
under  way  at  a  cost  which  will  total 
^105,500: 

200-ft.  span  concrete  abutment. 


Sections  27-28-6-2-5   $20,000 

Creosoted    pile    trestle,  300-ft. 

Section    9-24-29-4    10,000 

Protection     work,     Tp.  24-2-5 

(share)    4,000 

Reconstruction  2.80  ft.  steel  and 
5.20  approaches,  Indian  Re- 
serve, 33-2-5    6,000 

2.60  ft.  T.T.  West  Prairie  River, 

Grouard    5,500 

Red  Deer  River,  West  of  Innis- 

fail    60,000 


During  the  past  winter,  and  includ- 
ing work  in  progress,  Mr.  Ross  stated 
$128,000  had  been  spent  in  gravelling 
highways,  in  getting  out  timber  and 
other  bridge  and  building  and  culvert 
material  and  the  treatment  of  the 
same  for  use  in  the  building  program 
of  1925,  the  expenditure,  Including 
w«rk  in  progress,  totalling  $143,000. 


issue,  and  George  Hoadley,  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  and  a  number  of  other 
U.F.A.  members  voted  for  the  Stewart 
resolution.  The  alternative  to  control 
by  the  Utilities  Board  would  be  inter- 
pretation of  agreements  by  the  courts. 
Both  of  the  two  chief  debaters  of  the 
day  marshalled  their  arguments  with 
great  skill.  Nothing  of  a  partizan  nature 
entered  into  the  debate  between  them. 

Mr.  Brownlee  in  opening  pointed  out 
that  the  Calgary  rates  come  up  for  re- 
view again  in  1926,  and  that  if  any 
adjustment  is  considered  necessary,  it 
can  be  made  then,  both  in  respect  to  Cal- 
gary and  the  other  localities  concerned. 
Eighty  per  cent,  of  the  gas,  he  said,  was 
sold  to  Calgary,  which  thus  domi-nated 
the  field. 

DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  TWO 
KINDS  OF  CONTRACTS 

It  would  be  impossible  in  the  space 
available  to  review  the  day's  debate  ade- 
quately. It  involved  a  recital  of  the 
history  of  the  relation  between  the  com- 
pany and  the  municipalities,  action  taken 
in  the  courts,  the  rulings  of  the  Utilities 
Boiard,  and  the  various  acts  of  the  Legis- 
lature bearing  upon  the  matters  at  issue. 
In  brief,  however,  Mr.  Brownlee  con- 
tended that  there  was  a  distinct  differ- 
ence between  contracts  between  indi- 
viduals and  between  large  corporate 
bodies  in  respect  to  matters  closely  af- 
fecting the  public  interest,  and  that  re- 
gulation by  the  Utilities  Board  in  the 
case  under  discussion  was  desirable  in 
the  interests,  not  of  the  company,  but 
of  the  public.  Contracts  of  the  character 
ddalt  with  by  the  Utilities  Board,  and 
varied  by  their  decision,  affected  the. 
whole  welf  are  of  the  state.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  Dr.  Stewart's  statement  that 
the  Board  should  not  have  power  to 
REDUCE  rates  below  those  laid  down 
in  the  contracts  between  a  corporation 
and  municipalities  would  receive  much 
support.  It  meant  that  there  could  be 
no  reduction,  however  unreasonable  a 
rate  might  be  found  to  be. 

PUBLIC  INTEREST  THE 
FIRST  CONSIDERATION 

It  had  been  asked,  wb.y  should  not  cor- 
porations stand  a  loss,  as  individuals 
must?  The  answer  was  that  the  welfare 
of  the  state,  and  not  of  the  corporation, 
must  be  the  determining  factor.  It  was 
not  in  the  interest  of  the  public  that 
the  supply  of  gas  should  be  threatened 
J  by  the  financial  inability  of  a  company 
to  provide  it.  The  public  could  not  have 
a  service  of  this  kind, without  paying 
what  it  icost.  It  was  true  that  greater 
povv^er  was  given  to  the  Commission  than 
to  a  court  of  justice,  but  this  was  in  the 
public  interest.  Mr.  Brownlee  said  he 
opposed  the  resolution  because  he  be- 
lieved that  by  the  action  of  the  courts 
and  the  ^Commission,  "substantial  just- 
ice had  been  done." 

It  was  argued  that  the  company 
should  sell  to  other  municipalities  at  35 
cents,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  ac- 
cording to  the  Utilities  Commission,  it 
was  necessary  to  sell  to  Calgary  at  48 
cents  to  make  a  reasonable  profit.  Mr. 
Brownlee  quoted  from  the  Lethbridge 
bylaw  which  contained  an  agreement 
with  the  company,  to  the  effect  that 
while  a  maximum  of  35  cents  was 
agreed  upon,  there  was  a  proviso  that 
the  price  should  be  set  in  conformity 
with  the  general  price  charged  in  the 
field.  He  pointed  out  that  the  decision 
of  the  courts  was  based  on  the  act  of 
1915  constituting  the  Public  Utilities 
Board.    In  1919  the  appellate  court  of 
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Alberta  had  interpreted  the  act  as  not 
giving  power  to  the  Utilities  Board  to 
raise  the  price  of  a  commodity,  in  a 
judgment  latfoctiug  the  city  of  Bdmonton, 
but  as  a  result  of  the  Lethbridge  case, 
this  decision  had  been  revei-sed.  Al- 
though the  act  respecting  the  Utilities 
Board  was  amended  in  certain  resioects 
in  1923,  the  amendments  did  not  affect 
the  previous  position  insofar  as  this 
matter  was  concerned.  It  was  the  re- 
versal by  the  courts  of  the  position  tak- 
en iby  the  Alberta  appellate  court  in 
1919,  and  not  the  action  of  the  Legis- 
lature, that  resulted  in- the  power  of  the 
Board  to  raise  the  rates  being  estab- 
lished. 

BOARD  WOULD  BE 
SHORN  OF  FUNCTIONS 

If  the  resolution  carried,  Mr.  Brown- 
lee  contended,  the  Board  would  have 
practically  no  other  function  than  that 
of  arbitrators  between  parties,  insofar 
as  rates  charged  by  public  utilities  were 
concerned.  The  Board's  ruling  removed 
a  discrimination  as  compared  with  tho 
rates  charged  in  the  Calgary  district. 

The  Attorney-General  declared  that  in 
the  matter  of  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass 
Agreement  he  had  never  used  the  "sanc- 
tity of  contract"  as  an  argument.  His 
position  had  been  that  in  view  of  the 
lack  of  water  competition  or  any  natural 
means  of  regulating  railway  rates  on 
the  prairies,  a  statutory  maximum  was 
essential,  and  that  this  was  provided  in 
the  agreement. 

T.  C.  Milnes,  Claresholm  (Liberal), 
supported  the  resolution,  and  submitted 
petitions  from  his  constituency  calling 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  terms  of  the 
original  contract. 
INCREASE  NECESSARY  TO 
CONTINUE  SUPPLY 

R.  C.  Marshall,  Calgary  (Liberal),  op- 
posed the  resolution.  If  the  sanctity  of 
contracts  had  been  raised  as  a  separate 
matter,  said  he,  he  might  have  taken  a 
different  stand.  He  had  no  sympathy 
with  the  gas  company,  but  from  his  own 
experience  in  Calgary  he  could  say  that 
increased  rates  were  necessary  in  order 
to  continue  the  supply.  Recently  the 
company  had  been  sold  to  United  States 
investors,  on  a  definite  basis,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  unwise  to  come  in 
now  and  interfere  vnth  the  Utilities 
Commission's  finding.  He  realized,  he- 
said,  that  the  stand  he  was  taking  was 
an  unpopular  one. 

CO-OPERATION  NUGGETS 
(By  W.  F.  Stevens) 
"iCo-operation  cannot  thrive  in  an  at- 
mosphere of  selfishness,  where  the  lead- 
ers are  looking  for  personal  preference 
or  where  they  do  not  hesitate  to  use  their 
co-operative  society  for  the  advancement 
of  some  political  idea.  This  is  what  in- 
variably happens  when  a  co-operative  so- 
ciety is  organized  from  the  top  down, 
where  it  has  been  created  as  an  ideal  and 
composed  of  units  before  they  are  ani- 
mated by  the  spirit  of  co-operation." — 
Harpell. 

'^Selfishness  and  indifference  to  the 
rights  of  others  lie  at  the  bottom  of  all 
crime;  and  as  the  spirit  of  co-operation 
develops  these  disappear." — Harpell. 

One  of  the  most  noticeable  improve- 
ments which  Robert  Owens  brought 
about  at  New  Lanark  through  his  teach- 
ing and  practice  of  co-operation  was  the 
decrease  and.  almost  final  disappearance 
of  crime  which  was  so  pronounced  in  that 
community  before  he  came. 


P.  J.  White,  Calgary  (Labor),  dis- 
cussed the  financial  aspect  of  the  rate- 
fixing,  stating  that  the  board  had  con- 
sidered as  items  in  the  capitalization 
sums  which  broug'ht  the  fig-ure  to  $7,- 
000,000,  whereas  he  believed  that  the 
only  amount  which  should  have  been 
considered  was  the  actual  debentui-e  debt 
of  approximately  $3,000,000,  together 
with  actual  expenditures.  Tins  would 
have  meant  a  considerably  lower  rate 
than  48  cents.  Mr.  White  did  not  be- 
lieve that  the  board  in  the  case  of  Cal- 
gary protected  the  public  intere.st. 
BOARD  ATTENTIVE 
TO  VESTED  INTERESTS 

Robert  Pearson,    Calgary  (Independ- 
ent), said  the  board  had  apparently  been 
particularly  attentive  to  the  defense  of 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 
 o  

Expect  Cut  in  Loss, 
Lethbridge  Northern, 
to  About  $4,000,000 


Development  Will  Prevent  Loss  of  $12,- 
000,000  Being  Incurred — ^Tax  Recov- 
ery Act  Amended  in  Important 
Particulars 


THURSDAY'S  SITTING 


EDMONTON,  April  9.— "The  Govern- 
ment have  decided  not  to  proceed  with 
the  Mineral  Tax  Act  at  the  present  time, 
becaiise  we  expect  that  the  question  of 
the  Natural  Resources  will  toe  settled  be- 
fore we  meet  again,  after  the  adjourn- 
ment," Premier  Greenfield  announced  at 
today's  sitting  of  the  Assembly. 

This  announcement  brought  C.  R.  Mit- 
chell to  his  feet.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Premier  meant  that  the 
Government  expected  the  Natural  Jlc- 
sources  matter  to  be  settled  before  the 
adjourned  session  this  year,  or  before  the 
session  ot:  1926.  The  Premier  reiterated, 
"Before  the  adjourned  session  this  year." 
EXPECT  TO  CUT  LOSS  FROM 
$12,000,000  TO  ABOUT  $4,000,000 

J.  E.  Brownlee,  Attorney  General,  an- 
nounced during  consideration  of  the 
Lethbridge  Northern  Colonization  bill,  hi 
committee  of  the  whole,  that  if  the 
Province  were  to  write  off  all  the  indebt- 
'  edmess  incurred  under  the  Government 
guarantee  in  connection  with  this  irri- 
gation project,  the  loss  today  would 
probably  toe  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$12,000,000.  That  would  be  the  loss  if 
the  entire  project  fell  down,  and  the 
Government  had  to  take  over  the  $5,400,- 
000  issue  of  debentures,  which  are  for  a 
SS-year  term.  By  the  adoption  of  the 
provisions  of  the  new  legislation,  how- 
ever, and  the  colonization  of  the  Leth- 
bridge Nortliern  district  under  its  terms, 
the  Government,  said  Mr.  Brownlee,  ex- 
pected to  reduce  its  losses  to  a  figure  in 
the  neighborhood  of  $4,000,000. 

At  the  opening  of  the  sitting,  T.  St. 
Arnaud,  St.  Albert  (U.  P.  A.),  asked  the 
Government  to  institute  an  inquiry  into 
the  price  of  gasoline.  In  Eastern  Can- 
ada, Mr.  St.  Arnaud  isaid,  gasoline  was 
selling  at  25  cents  a  gallon,  as  compared 
with  38  cents  here.  At  a  time  when  the 
Calgary  refinery  was  turning  out  300 
barrels  a  day,  this  seemed  unreasonable. 
While  he  could  at  the  moment  make  no 
promise.  Premier  Greenfield  said  the 
Government  would  take  the  matter  into 
consideration. 
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OF  REDISTRIBUTION  COMMITTEE 

The  Government  today  announced  the 
names  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
cliosen,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution 
passed  last  week,  to  inquire  into  the  sub- 
jects of  redistributioh,  and  of  sessional 
and  other  indemnities.  George  N.  John- 
ston, U.  F.  A.  member  for  Coronation, 
will  be  the  chairmian  of  this  committee, 
which  is  the  most  important  select  com- 
mittee appointed  during  the  lifetime  of 
the  present  Legislative  Assembly.  The 
other  memtoers  are:  W.  H.  Shield,  Mac- 
leod;  L.  Joly,  St.  Albert;  A.  M.  Matheson, 
Vegreville,  and  Alex.  Ross,  representing 
the  U.  F.  A.  memtoers  and  the  Govern- 
ment; George  Mills,  Athabasca,  and  C. 
R.  Mitchell,  Bow  Valley  (Liberals) ;  Dr. 
J.  S.  Stewart,  Lethbridge  (Ind.  Conser- 
vative): and  F.  J.  White,  Calgary 
(Labor). 

R.  C.  Marshall  asked  that  the  name  of 
W.  M.  Davidson,  Calgary  (Independent), 
be  added,  the  Premier  replying  that  Mr. 
Davidson  had  been  asked,  but  was  un- 
able to  act.  Mr.  Mitchell  regretted  that 
a  French-Canadian  Liberal  member  had 
not  been  placed  on  the  committee,  while 
A.  R.  McLennan  remarked  that  there 
were  two  Labor  members,  Premier 
Greenfield  replying  that  Mr.  Ross  would 
be  the  representative  of  the  Government. 

John  Buckley,  Gleichen  (U.  F.  A.),  ap- 
parently alluding  to  the  Lethbridge  gas 
case,  asked  whether  the  C.  P.  R.  Con- 
tract Holders'  Association,  which  was 
organized  for  the  purpose  of  urging  the 
company  to  ■  grant  moi"e  satisfactory 
terms  to  the  members,  could  go  to  the 
Utilities  Commission  and  secure  from  it 
a  revision  of  the  terms  of  their  contracts. 
Mr.  Brownlee  replied  that  this  could  not 
be  done. 

A  motion  by  George  Mills,  Athabasca 
(Liberal),  asked  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture to  change  the  game  re.gulations 
to  pi'ohibit  the  trapping  of  muskrats  ex- 
cept between  March  1st  and  April  30th 
of  every  year.  Mr.  Hoadley  said  the 
proposal  was  acceptable  to  the  Depart- 
ment, and  it  was  agreed  to  without  oppo- 
sition. 

The  Government  also  agreed  to  a 
motion  by  C.  R.  Mitchell  calling  for 
copies  of  all  correspondence  in  1924  and 
1925  between  the  Provincial  and  Federal 
Governments  with  respect  to  the  customs 
tariff  on  coal;  and  to  a  motion  by  W.  M. 


WAS  ON   PAYROLL,   BUT  NOT  ON 
THE  STAFF 

Though  not  a  member  of  the  staff 
of  the  Calgary  Land  Titles  Office, 
Walter  S.  Campbell,  of  Edmonton, 
was  on  the  payroll  of  the  office  from 
February  1,  1916,  to  January  31,  1918, 
and  received  from  the  Government 
$2,400,  according  to  a  statement  made 
by  Mr.  Brownlee  in  the  Legislature 
last  week,  In  answer  to  a  question  by 
W.  M.  Davidson,  Calgary  (Independ- 
ent). Mr.  Brownlee  added  that  "the 
Government  were  informed"  that  IVIr. 
Campbell  made  "certain  valuations  at 
the  request  of  the  registrar",  but  that 
there  was  no  record  of  the  valuations 
made,  which,  It  was  stated,  did  not 
exceed  two  or  three. 

Mr.  Davidson  asked  whether  this 
man  was  "the  same  Walter  S.  Camp- 
bell who  is  at  present  vice-president 
of  the  Alberta  Provincial  Liberal  As- 
sociation and  president  of  the  East 
Edmonton  Liberal  Association  7"  To 
this  the  reply  was  "The  Government 
has  no  knowledge  of  the  officers  of 
the  Liberal  Association."  In  regard 
to  this  matter,  however,  the  facts  are 
well  known. 
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Davidson  calling  for  a  return  showing  the 
order-in-council  and  all  correspondence 
respecting  the  appointment  of  Walter  S. 
Campbell  to  do  work  for  the  Land  Titles 
Office,  Calgary. 
HAIL  INSURANCE 
ACT  AMENDED 

A  large  num'ber  of  bills,  to  most  of 
which  reference  has  ah'eady  been  made, 
were  considered  in  committee,  while 
others  were  given  third  reading,  this 
routine  procedui-e  occupying  a  large  part 
of  the  day's  sitting.  First  and  second 
readings  were  given  to  bills  to  amend 
the  Municipal  Hail  Insurance  Act,  to 
provide  that  no  person  other  than  the 
applicant  for  insurance  need  be  assessed 
or  receive  notice  of  assessment  for  hail 
insurance  tax;  to  amend  the  Conditional 
Sales  Act;  to  amend  the  Debt  Adjust- 
ment Act;  and  to  a  bill  to  amend  the 
Legislative  Assembly  Act.  The  last  of 
these  provides  that  when  the  Assembly 
has  sat  for  not  less  than  six  weeks  and 
has  adjourned  for  a  period  of  not  less 
than  six  weeks,  one  hundred  dollars  of 
the  indeminity  due  to  each  member  shall 
be  retained,  to  be  paid  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  adjourned  session.  This 
means  that  the  members  will  receive 
$1,900  each  when  the  Assembly  adjourns 
this  week,  and  the  remaining  $100  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  session  later  in  the 
present  year. 

A  bill  to  amend  the  Lunatics'  Estates 
Act,  which  was  given  a  second  reading, 
provides  for  certain  minor  changes  in 
wording,  and  for  changes  made  necessary 
by  the  extension  of  the  services  of  the 
hospital,  by  the  act  of  1924,  to  mentally 
incompetent  persons  other  than  those 
whom  it  is  dangerous  to  leave  at  large. 

It  was  announced  by  the  Ministers  re- 
spectively in  charge    of    the  following 
bills  that  these  measures  would  not  be 
proceeded  with  prior  to  the  adjourned 
session:  respecting  Fire  Insurance  Poli- 
cies; respecting  Liability  of  Parties  in 
an  Action  for  Damages  where  both  par-, 
ties  are  at  fault;  respecting  Limitation 
of  Actions  (a  consolidation  of  present 
law);  respecting  Domestic  Relations;  re- 
specting the  Care  of  the  Indigent  Sick 
Non-taxpayers  of  the  Province;  respect- 
ing Municipal  Districts. 
WILL  PROVIDE  $500  GRANT 
FOR  EVERY  TEACHER 

Under  the  terms  of  a  bill  to  amend 
the  Educational  Tax  Act,  a  Province- 
wide  levy  of  three  mills  will  be  made  in 
all  rural  school  districts,  on  a  total  as- 
sessment of  approximately  $608,000,000. 
This  will  give  a  yield  of  about  $1,800,000. 
About  $200,000  is  now  collected  in  edu- 
cational tax  in  the  area  affected,  from 
lands  not  in  school  districts,  so  that  the 
net  new  proceeds  will  be  about  $1,600,- 
000.  This  sum,  Perren  Bakei-,  Minister 
of  Education,  pointed  out  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill,  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  provide  a  grant  of  $500  in  respect 
to  each  of  the  3,000  teachers,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  regular  gi-ant,  and  leave  a 
balance  of  $100,000.  By  provision  for 
special  grants  for  weak  districts,  it  will 
be  possible  under  this  scheme  to  have 
every  school  operating  almost  for  the 
full  vear,  the  Minister  declared.  The 
$100,000  balance  of  the  fund  will  be 
available  for  the  payment  of  special 
grants  to  weak  districts  and  of  reason- 
able fees  for  high  school  work. 

In  discussing  the  bill,  Mr.  Baker  de- 
clared that  the  welfare  of  the  state  re- 
quired that  there  should  be  an  educated 
people,  but  that  many  districts  under 
present  conditions  were  unable  to  pro- 
vide proper  educational  facilities.  The 
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bill  would  give  justice  to  the  ratepayer, 
and  make  possible  the  bringing  up  in  all 
parts  of  the  Province  of  an  educated 
community. 

L.  A.  Giroux,  Grouard  (Liberal),  who 
spoke  of  the  deplorable  conditions  of 
some  of  the  school  districts  of  the 
North,  hoped  the  Legislature  would  sup- 
port the  Minister  in  "his  splendid  en- 
deavor." 

Mr.  Baker  explained  that  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  would  not  be  moved 
this  session,  but  he  hoped  to  put  it 
through  at  the  adjourned  sessioli  later 
in  the  year. 

SURPLUS  GOES  TO  OWNER 
UNDER  TAX  RECOVERY  ACT 

Important  amendments  to  the  Tax  Re- 
covery Act  are  contained  in  a  bill  which 
was  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole 
today.  The  most  important  change  dn 
principle  is  contained  in  the  provision 
that  surplus  sale  moneys  in  respect  to 
lands  sold  for  taxes,  after  arrears  of 
taxes,  etc.,  have  been  paid,  shall  in  fu- 
ture go  to  the  owner,  instead  of  to  the 
municipality,  as  under  the  legislation  as 
it  is  at  present.  The  bill  gives  any  sur- 
plus to  those  who  would  be  entitled  to 
the  land  if  it  had  not  been  sold. 

The  bill  provides  that  lands  on  which 
nn'ears  of  taxes  do  not  amount  to  more 
than  one^half  of  the  previous  year's  taxes, 
shall  be  immune  from  tax  recovery  pro- 
ceedings. 

Definite  provision  is  made  to  the  effect 
that  notice  of  any  loaveat,  or  of  the  with- 
drawal of  any  caveat,  need  not  be  given 
by  the  registrar,  provision  being  made 
for  ample  notice  under  section  6  of  the 
bill,  which  stipulates  that  during  the 
month  of  March  following  the  filing  of  a 
caveat,  the  trea.surer  of  the  municipality 
shall  prepare  a  list  of  all  parcels  of  land 
which  have  not  been  redeemed,  and  for- 
ward a  copy  to  the  proper  land  titles 
office,  find  that  upon  receipt  thereof,  and 
not  later  than  the  first  day  of  August, 
the  registrar  shall  cause  to  be  sent  by 
registered  mail  a  notice  to  the  following 
persons  "whose  names  appear  as  being  in- 


terested in  any  parcel  of  land  comprised 
in  such  list,  and  to  no  others,  namely,  reg- 
istered owners,  caveators,  and  the  mort- 
gagees and  other  encumbrancees  refer- 
red to  in  section  92  of  the  Land  Titles 
Act,  as  the  same  are  shown  by  the  rig- 
ister  as  at  the  31st  day  of  March  fol- 
lowing the  filing  of  such  caveat." 

Under  section  8  of  the  new  bill,  the 
municipality  is  given  the  right  to  pre- 
vent voluntary  waste  upon  lands  after  a 
caveat  has  been  filed.  Provision  is  made 
for  the  advertising  of  tax  sales,  not  only 
in  a  newspaper,  but  also  in  the  Alberta 
Gazette.  Lands  subject  to  tax  sale  pro- 
ceedings may  be  purchased  not  only  for 
cash,  but  upon  the  instalment  system,  or 
the  plan  of  taking  title  and  giving  a 
,  mortgage. 

Section  11  of  the  bill  provides  that  all 
transfers  of  land  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  shall  he  executed  by  affixing 
thereto  the  seal  of  the  corporation,  at- 
tested by  the  reeve  and  the  secretary. 

ARREARS  NOT  CANCELLED 
UNTIL  SALE 

Under  the  act  as  it  is  notw,  arrears  of 
taxes  which  are  not  reported  by  report- 
ing authorities  are  cancelled  when  a  cav- 
eat is  lodged.  The  new  bill  provides  that 
these  arrears  shall  not  be  cancelled  until 
sale,  so  that,  until  then,  reporting  au- 
thorities have  an  opportunity  to  report 
arrears  of  taxes. 

Express  provision  is  made  for  the  can- 
cellation on  the  books  of  the  municipal- 
ity of  taxes  which  are  not  discharged  by 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  parcel  of 
land  affected.   

Land  subject  to  tax  recovery  proceed- 
ings can  only  be  redeemed  under  the  un- 
amended act  by  payment  of  claims  of  the 
Province  or  the  municipality,  such  as 
claims  for  seed  liens,  etc.  The  amend- 
ments provide  for  redemption  without  dis- 
charge of  these  claims. 

Mr.  Brownlee  explained  that  amend- 
ment of  the  act  had  been  considered  de- 
sirable as  a  result  of  the  decision  in  the 
case  of  Pelletier  vs.  the  Municipality  of 
Opal.  In  that  case  the  decision  was  based 
on  the  fact  that  the  provisions  of  the  act 
had  not  heen  observed,  but  the  judge  had 
made  certain  statements  of  opinion  which 
were  not  part  of  the  judgment,  but  might 
lead  some  persons  to  think  it  worth  while 
to  test  the  act  in  coui-t  on  certain  tech- 
nical points.  The  Government  were  of 
the  opinion  that  such  actions  could  not 
he  sustained,  but  in  order  to  prevent  use- 
less litigation  being  instituted,  had  de- 
cided to  insert  a  specific  provision  in  the 
act  to  the  effect  that  notice'  of  a  caveat 
need  not  be  given  by  the  registrar. 

Mr.  Giroux  thought  that  in  some  form 
notice  should  be  given  twice — to  the  ef- 
fect that  proceedings  were  to  be  insti- 
tuted and  later  to  the  effect  that  the 
lands  were  going  to  be  sold.  Mr.  Brown- 
lee stated  that  iiie  Mortgage  Loans  As- 
sociation was  absolutely  satisfied  in 
this  matter.  There  was  no  reason  why 
people  should  be  protected  against  their 
own  negligence. 

OWNER  PROTECTED  BETTER 
THAN  ANYWHERE  ELSE 

There  was  no  way,  said  Mr.  Reid,  in 
which  any  tax  recovery  legislation  could 
be  made  effective  except  through  fear 
of  the  loss  of  land.  "There  is  no  other 
place,"  the  Provincial  Treasurer  added, 
"where  the  owner  is  so  thoroughly  pro- 
tected. In  the  states  to  the  south  the 
onus  is  placed  on  the  oAvner.  The  prac- 
tice of  the  Department  here  is  to  see 
that  no  land  is  sold  until  we  are  sati.sfied 
that  it  has  been  abandoned,  and  also  that 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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Even  grown-ups  feel 
tempted  when  the  plate 
is  piled  high  with  de- 
licious drop  cakes  or 
other  dainties  made  in 
the  home  with 
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RIGHT  OF  UTILITTES  BOARD  TO 
VARY  RATES  UPHELD  BY 
ASSEMBLY 
(Continued  from  page  12) 
vested  interests.  Whether  8%  per  cent, 
was  a  satisfactory  profit  in  normal  cir- 
cumstances was  one  thing;  that  the 
board  should  step  in  when  the  company 
was  in  difficulties  and  insist  that  it 
should  be  allowed  8V2  per  cent,  was  an- 
other matter;  he  did  not  think  such  gen- 
erous terms  sihould  be  allowed.  As  to  the 
suggestion  that  to  allow  the  smaller 
towns  a  lower  rate  than  Calgary  would 
be  discrimination,  the  fact  was  that  the 
smaller  towns  were  nearer  to  the  source 
of  supply,  and  it  had  been  a  principle 
established  by  the  Hydro-Electric  Com- 
mission of  Ontario  that  the  further  away 
from  the  source  of  supply  any  point  was, 
the  higher  the  cost  should  be.  If  the 
Attorney- General  were  right,  then  util- 
ity rates  hai  ceased  to  be  matters  of 
contract,  and  were  determined  entirely 
by  the  board. 

"That  was  done  by  the  Legislature," 
said  Mr.  Brownlee,  to  which  Capt.  Pear- 
son replied  that  "in  all  probability  the 
Legislature  did  not  understand  what  it 
was  doing  at  the  time." 

Declaring  that  all  his  prejudices  inclined 
him  to  support  the  resolution,  W.  M.  David- 
son, Calgary  (Independent),  said  that  retro- 
active legislation  in  general  was  undesir- 
able, and  he  would  vote  against  Dr.  Stew- 
art's proposal.  The  people  had  asked  in  the 
first  place  that  the  Utilities  Commission 
should  be  set  up,  with  drastic  powers,  for 
the  public's  protection.  The  powers  of  the 
Commission  should  not  now  be  limited. 

C.  R.  Mitchell  opposed  the  resolution.  It 
was  important  to  consider  the  interests  of 
the  people  in  the  United  States  who  had 
assumed  the  financial  obligations  of  the 
company.  He  believed  that  the  Utilities 
Commission,  with  wide  powers,  was  desir- 
able. It  was  right  that  the  board,  when 
the  people  had  made  improvident  bargains, 
should  have  a  right  to  revise  them. 
HOADLEY  SUPPORTS 
THE  RESOLUTION 

George  Hoadiey  supported  the  resolution. 
When  the  agreement  with  the  company  was 
made,  and  validated  by  the  Legislature,  it 
was  stated  by  the  company  that  the  rate 
would  never  exceed  35  cents.  No  idoubt,  as 
Mr.  White  had  said,  the  figure  arrived  at 
by  the  board  was  based  on  a  capitalization 
some  millions  in  excess  of  the  actual  invest- 
ment. The  sum  of  .$750,000  had  been  al- 
lowed for  development  purposes,  when  the 
board's  decision  was  reached,  yet  only 
about  $350,000  had  been  spent  for  this  pur- 
pose to  date.  The  company  was  allowed  SMs 
per  cent,  on  money  it  had  not  yet  spent. 
If  the  board  had  complete  power  to  vary 
contracts,  then,  in  future,  a  company  could 
come  in  and  agree  to  supply  a  commodity 
at  a  certain  price,  knowing  that  it  could 
not  do  so,  and  after  gaining  a  concession 
on  the  strength  of  such  an  agreement,  could 
go  to  the  commission  and  have  a  new  rate 
set.     This   encouraged  misrepresentation. 

"It  would  be  as  logical  for  a  group  of 
farmers  who  owe  money  to  bond  themselves 
together  and  form  a  company,  and  then  to 
go  to  the  mortgage  companies  and  say, 
'We  cannot  pay  you  what  we  agreed  to  pay, 
as  our  land  does  not  yield  what  we  thought 
it  would  yield,'  as  to  grant  the  right  to  vary 
the  gas  company's  rates,"  said  Mr.  Hoad- 
iey. "It  would  be  as  logical  for  a  board  to 
intervene  in  behalf  of  such  a  body  of  farm- 
ers, and  change  the  terms  of  their  mort- 
gages, as  to  intervene  as  it  has  done,  in  the 
matter  of  the  gas  company."  Mr.  Hoadiey, 
however,  believed  such  varying  of  contracts 
undesirable  in  both  instances. 

S.  G.  Tobin,  Leduc  (Liberal),  said  he  had 
been  undecided  all  day  which  way  he  should 
vote,  having  been  influenced  first  by  one 
speaker,  then  by  another.  The  attitude  of 
the  board  seemed  to  be  that  if  someone  had 
to  lose  money  It  should  be  the  people,  and 
not  the  company. 
I    In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  courts  had 


interpreted  to  the  best  of  their  ability  the- 
legislation  passed  by  the  Assembly,  this 
should  be  accepted,  said  M.  C.  McKeen,  Lao 
Ste.  Anne  (U.P.A.).  If  the  act  were  proved  to 
be  wrong,  it  should  be  changed.  In  the 
meantime  he  .stood  by  the  law  as  interpreted 
by  the  courts. 
DR.  STEWART 
CLOSES  DEBATE 

Dr.  Stewart,  in  closing  the  debate,  said 
when  the  act  of  1923  was  passed,  he  had 
declared  that  it  should  not  give  any  new 
power  to  the  ITtilities  Commission  to  change 
any  existing  contract,  or  any  contract  what- 
soever, except  after  sanction  by  a  vote  of 
the  ratepayers. 

Mr.  Brownlee  pointed  out  that  a  changed 
interpretation  of  the  old  law  by  the  courts, 
and  not  the  revision  of  the  Public  Utilities 
Act  by  the  Legislature,  was  responsible  for 
the  situation  which  had  arisen  in  respect  to 
the  relations  between  the  gas  company  and 
Lethbridge. 

Quoting  Chief  Justice  Har\-ey  of  Alberta 
as  having  said  it  would  be  very  strange,  if 
the  Legislature  intended  to  give  power  to 
set  aside  a  contract,  that  it  should  not  have 
.■stated  so  in  plain  terms,  Dr.  Stewart  went 
on  to  cite  Chief  Justice  Anglin  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Canada,  to  the  effect  that 
the  only  excuse  of  the  company  was  that  it 
could  not  supply  gas  at  a  profitable  rate 
without  raising  the  price,  "a  novel  reason 
for  a  breach  of  contract." 

Dr.  Stewart  was  reminded  by  Mr.  Brown- 
lee that  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  had 
referred  the  matter  back  to  the  Utilities 
Commission  to  deal  with.  It  was  a  court 
decision,  not  any  change  in  legislation  since 
1915,  that  led  to  this  matter  being  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  board. 

If  two  private  companies  had  entered  into 
an  agreement,  the  member  for  Lethbridge 
continued,  and  one  found  afterwards  that 
it  could  get  better  terms  than  those  of  the 
contract,  it  would  not  be  allowed  to  break 
its  agreement,  said  Dr.  Stewart.  Why, 
then,  should  a  contract  be  broken  when  the 
shareholders  in  one  of  the  "companies"  were 
the  people  as  a  whole? 
WHOLE  INTENT  OF 
UTILITIES  ACT 

There  was  some  difference  of  opinion 
between  Dr.  Stewart  and  Mr.  Brownlee  con- 
cerning a  Lethbridge  newspaper  extract 
quoted  in  the  debate,  Mr.  Brownlee  denying 
the  accuracy  of  a  statement  attributed  to 
him,  and  stating  that  the  whole  intent  of 
the  Public  Utilities  Act  was  to  give  the 
board  power  to  alter  existing  contracts, 
while  Dr.  Stewart  contended  that  this  was 
to  be  done  only  by  consent  of  both  parties. 
Dr.  Stewart  further  referred  to  the  Edmon- 
ton case,  stating  that  in  that  instance,  the 
Attorney-General  took  the  dispute  to  the 
courts  when  the  parties  could  not  mutually 
agree.  Mr.  Brownlee  pointed  out  that  it 
was  the  courts  themselves,  not  the  Govern- 
ment, that  deteiTnined  the  reference,  later, 
to  the  Utilities  Commission,  when  the  Leth- 
bridge case  came  up. 

Dealing  with  the  argument  of  Messrs. 
Marshall  and  Mitchell,  that  In  view  of  the 
purchase  of  the  company  by  new  people, 
care  should  be  taken  if  possible  not  to  touch 
the  established  rights,  Dr.  Stewart  re- 
marked that  he  was  speaking  against  Inter- 
ference with  the  "established  rights"  of  the 
people.  The  Sifton-Coste  interests  had  no 
doubt  engaged  the  best  lawyers  they  could 
get,  and  the  United  States  concern  had 
done  the  same  thing,  and  when  they  made 
the  purchase,  knew  what  the  prevailing  con- 
ditions were. 

In  conclusion  Dr.  Stewart  remarked  that 
at  a  time  when  Canadians  were  fighting 
overseas  for  the  "sacredness  of  contracts," 
the  Alberta  Legislature,  apparently,  had  de- 
cided to  tear  up  existing  contracts. 

The  Assembly  voted  as  follows  on  the 
.Stewart  resolution: 

For  the  motion:  Messieurs  Hoadiey,  Cam- 
eron, Shield,  Joly,  Washburn,  St.  Arnaud, 
Andrews,  Buckley,  Peterson,  Cook,  Podun 
Chornohus,  Tobin,  McClung  (Mrs.),  Henry 
Stewart,  Dr.,  Mllnos,  Pearson,  Chrlstopher.s 

Against  the  motion:  Messieurs  Greenfield 
Brownlee,  Reid,  Rose,  Parlby  (Mrs.),  Smith" 
V.  W.  Baker,  Love,  Forster,  Sparks,  Smith 
N.  S.,  Moore,  McKeen,  Fnrqub.,,  son  Smith 
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G.  W.,  Sti-lngam,  Johnstonr  6.  N.,  Sanders, 
Bnzenauer,  Proudfoot,  Mitchell,  Marshall, 
Bowen,  Mills,  McLennan,  Giroux,  Davidson, 
White-28. 

Paii-ed:     Smith,    W.    C,    for;  Heffernan, 
against,    Galbraith,  for;  Dechene,  against. 
OBLIGATION   RESTING  ON 
DOMINION  GOVERNMENT 

Spealsing  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Lethbrldge  Northern  Colonization  bill,  Mr. 
Brownlee  stated  that  a  "very  decided  obli- 
gation rested  on  the  Dominion  Government," 
in  connection  with  this  irrigation  undertak- 
ing, and  that  the  Alberta  Government  "in- 
tended to  asl<  the  Dominion  to  assume  part 
of  the  loss."  The  second  reading  was  car- 
ried unanimously. 

Second  reading  was  also  given  to  a  bill 
to  amend  the  Tax  Recovery  Act.  The 
amendments  will  be  outlined  this  week  in 
a  later  report,  dealing  with  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  In  committee. 

The  A.ssembly  passed  through  committee 
a  bill  respecting  the  Granting  of  Fixed  As- 
sessments of  Improvements  to  New  Indus- 
tries by  Municipal  Corporations  (ali-eady 
outlined  in  "The  U.  P.  A.");  the  customary 
hill  for  Raising  Money  on  the  General  Reve- 
nue Fund  of  the  Province;  a  bill  to  amend  the 
Fire  Departments  Hours  of  Labor  Act;  a 
bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  Prevention 
and  Treatment  of  Contagious  Diseases 
amon.g  Bees;  a  bill  to  amend  the  School 
Assessment  Act;  a  bill  to  amend  the  School 
Act,  and  others. 
CREDIT  SOCIETIES  FOR 
BEET  PRODUCTION 

A  bill  to  amend  tlie  Alberta  Co-operative 
Credit  Act,  which  was  passed  through  com- 
mittee, provides  for  the  formation  of  co- 
operative credit  societies  whose  operations 
are  limited  to  the  production  of  sugar  beets. 
In  such  cases,  the  Provincial  guarantee  !s 
to  operate  only  when  a  sugar  beet  company 
holds  shares  to  half  the  value  of  the  shares 
held  by  ordinary  shareholders.  Provision  is 
made  under  the  bill  for  the  summary  taking 
possession  of  crops  covered  by  security 
given  to  the  secretary-treasurer,  in  the 
event  of  a  borrower  deserting  his  land,  or 
of  his  death,  insolvency,  or  insanity,  or 
failure  to  carry  out  the  purposes  for  which 
a  loan  was  given. 

As  the  act  formerly  stood,  an  endorser  of 
any  note  was  subject  to  all  the  conditions 
and  penalties  imposed  by  the  act  upon  the 
borrower.  The  amending  bill  provides  that 
the  endorsement  shall  only  so  operate  after 
the  endorser  has  signed  a  memorandum 
calling  his  attention  to  these  provisions. 

A  bill  to  provide  aid  to  certain  drainage 
•  districts  was  given  second  reading.    This  is 
described  elsewhere. 


EXPECT  CUT  IN  LOSS,  LETHBRIDGE 

NORTHERN,  TO  ABOUT  $4,000,000 
(Continued  from  page  13) 
notice  has  been  received  by  the 
owner.  A  multiplicity  of  notices  de.stroys 
the  effect  that  even  one  notice  has.  It  means 
that  the  first  notice  may  not  be  given  the 
attention  which  should  be- given  to  it." 

Mr.  Giroux  moved  that  a  copy  of  the  ad- 
vertisement of  sale  be  mailed  to  the  owner 
by  regisrtered  mail,  the  committee  rising  and 
reporting  progre.ss  at  this  stage. 
NEW  CLAUSES  FOR 
PROTECTION  OF  CHILDREN 

The  bill  respecting  the  Welfare  of  Child- 
ren, which  is  mainly  a  consolidation,  was 
considered  in  committee  of  the  whole.  One 
of  the  new  clauses  which  caused  consider- 
able discussion  provides  that  officers  of  the 
Department  of  Child  Welfare  may  make  in- 
vestigation in  respect  to  all  "handicapped" 
(that  is  to  say  crippled)  children. 

Many  sections  of  the  act  deal  with  immi- 
grant children.  Any  organization  or  agent 
desiring  to  carry  on  work  of  placing  im- 
migrant children  'in  the  Province  must  se- 
cure authority  from  the  Government,  and 
make  a  deposit  of  $500  or  furnish  satisfactory 
security  for  that  amount.  Complete  records 
must  be  kept.  Any  person  who,  not  being  a 
parent  or  step-parent,  takes  an  immigrant 
child  into  his  home,  must  within  ten  days 
send  a  notice  to  the  superintendent  of  child 
welfare,  Edmonton,  stating  the  name  of  the 
child,  date  of  reception,  and  place  from 
which  the  child  oame. 


The  Original  Wide  Disk 


BISSELL  WIDE  DISK 

FOR  WESTERN  GRAIN  GROWERS 

FLEXIBLE — Gangs  hinged  at  four  points  to  fit  uneven 

ground. 

LIGHT  DRAUGHT — Equipped  with  8  lets  ball  bearings. 

DURABLE — Frame  Is  extra  heavy, 

well  braced  and  strong. 
AXLES — Heavy  square  steel. 
DISK   PLATE8 — Special  shape. 
Furnished   In   12,   13,  14 
n.  widths. 
DISK    IS  DIFFERENT. 
Handy  Control  for  Tractor. 


THE  BISSELL 
Also  Equipped  with 


WE  ALSO  MAKE  A  NEW  INTHROW  DISK  HARROW 
In  14  ft.  width. 

BISSELL  DISK  HARROWS  are  made  In  all  Types  and  Sizes.  For  HORSE  or  TRACTOR  USE. 

T.  E.  BISSELL.  CO.  LTD.,  ELORA,  ONT.  For  Sale  by  all  JOHN  DEERE  AGENTS 


GIVE  CHICKS 


IMPERIAL 

INCUBATORS 


AND 


BROODERS 


Certainly  you  want  the 
equipment  that  will  best 
ensure  good  chick  hatch- 
ing from  the  eggs  you  have 
so  carefully  selected  or 
purchased  — •  and  just  as 
surely  you  will  want  the 
right  kind  of  brooders,  etc., 
to  "mother"  the  growing 
chicks. 

Turn  to  page  353  of  the 
EATON  Catalogue  for  this 
Spring — free  on  request  if 
you  have  not  yet.  got  a 
copy — and  look  over  the 
big  values  in  good  equip- 
ment we  offer.  The  de- 
scriptions are  as  correct  as 
we  can  make  them;  you 
can  relv  on  thei  quality  of 
the  goods  being  all  we 
claim.  And  you  purchase 
them  under  the  EATON 
Guarantee. 

Poultry  foods,  feeders, 
medicines — in  fact,  every- 
thing practically  necessary 
for  the  poultry  reiser — are 
also  sold  through  this  big 
book — the  handy  index  will 
direct  you  to  them. 

Buy  From  Your  EATON 
Cataloiue  NOW 


I 


EATON  C 


WINNIPEG 


O 

UMfTEP 

CANADA 
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Loud  Speaker 
Stromberg-Carlson 

Operates  with 
any  standard  set, 
with  maximum 
volume  and  clear, 
true  tones.  No 
delicate  moving 
parts.  No  extra 
batteries.  Mahog- 
any base.  Oxidiz- 
ed silver  horn. 
Price  $2.3.50  f.o.b. 
Regina.  Our  40- 
page  illustrated 
catalog,  No.  14, 
free  on  request. 

MIDLAND  RADIO  CO.,  LTD. 

BOX  9  REGINA,  SASK. 
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I  Eyesight  and  Health  | 

I  We  are    so    used  to  | 

I  thinking  of  our  eyes  as  | 

1  something    that    works  ■ 

without  attention,   that  | 

I  they  are  not  regarded  as  | 

I  a  source  of  ill  health.  Yet  ■ 

1  much  sickness  is  the  di-  I 

=  rect  cause  of  defective  I 

s  eyes  taking  more  than  | 

^  their  share  of  bodily  en-  | 

=  ergy,  and  making  some  | 

=  other  organ  suffer.  .  ■ 

m  You  cannot  have  100  1 

1  per  cent,  health  with  de-  • 

1  fective  eyes.     For  your  i 

I  health's  sake  have  your  | 

I  eyes  examined  by  an  Op-  I 

I  tometrist.  I 

I  'Save  Your  Sight'  | 

S  Submitted  by  the  Alberta  Optometrlcal  = 
g  Association,   Inc.  M 

iBiininiBiiiiHiiiniiiiBiiiHiiiiBiiiiBiiiniiniiiHiiiniiiii 


"FORD" 

As  Calgary  Ford  Dealers  we  of- 
fer you  the  best  in  new  and  used 
Ford  car  values. 

Genuine  Ford  Parts — Upholstery 
department  —  Ford  Repairs  —  Bat- 
tery work,  etc. 

M  AC  L  I  N 

MOTORS,  LTD. 
Eleventh  Avenue  &  First  Street  W. 
Calgary  Ford  Dealers— M7S11 


PENALTIES  FOR 
ILL-TREATMENT  OF  CHILDREN 

The  act  defines  the  responsibilities  of  im- 
migration organizations  and  of  foster-par- 
ents for  immigrant  children,  penalties  being 
provided  for  any  breaches  of  the  act.  One 
clause  provides  fhat  "any  person  with  whom 
an  immigrant  child  has  been  placed,  who-  ill- 
treats  or  overworks  or  neglects  to  provide 
for  the  proper  maintenance  and  education  of 
such  child,  shall  upon  .summary  conviction 
thereof  before  a  judge  be  liable  to  a  fine 
not  exceeding  $500  and  cosits,  or  to  imprison- 
ment with  or  without  hard  labor,  for  any 
term  not  exceeding  six  months,  or  both  fine 
and  imprisonment." 
AMENDMENT  TO  CROP 
PAYMENT  ACT 
A  bill  to  amend  the  Crop  Payments  Act 


was  given  second  reading  and  advanced  to 
committee.  Thfe  amendments,  Mr.  Brown- 
lee  stated,  were  designed  to  improve  the 
act,  in  particular  with  reference  to  mort- 
gages. By  an  amendment  of  the  act  pass- 
ed in  1024,  it  was  provided  that  there  should 
not  Be  vested  In  a  mortgagee  taking  a  lease, 
in  any  one  year,  the  ownership  of  more 
than  sufficient  of  the  crop  to  meet  the  in- 
terest due  upon  the  mortgage.  The  amend- 
ment provides  that  in  addition  to  interest, 
otVier  indebtedness  of  the  mortgagor,  due 
or  accruing  under  the  terms  of  the  mortgage 
shall  be  provided  for  out  of  the  crop,  seed 
grain  advances  being  a  case  in  point. 

Second  reading  was  given  to  a  bill  to 
confirm  securities  taken  by  the  director  of 
the  Debt  Adjustment  Act,  for  fodder  dis- 
tributed to  persons    who    were    unable  to 


Alberta  Government  to  Confer  With 
Larger   Municipalities  With 
Regard  to  the  Spray  Lakes 
Power  Scheme 


Cabinet  Sets  Forth  Policy  in  Statement  by    Premier    Greenfield  in  Legislative 
Assembly — Will  Apply  for  License  and  Reserve  Right  to  Grant  Privileges 

to  Company 


Setting  forth  the  position  of  the  Alberta 
Govei-nment  in  respect  to  the  Spray  Lakes 
power  scheme,  and  sta.t4ng  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  make  application  to  tlie 
Dominion  for  a  license  under  the  regula- 
tions, reserving  the  right  to  grant  water 
power  privileges  to  the  Calgary  Power  <.;;om- 
pany  on  conditions  properly  safegaaidinf? 
the  public  interests,  the  following  st'it.^- 
ment  was  presented  in  the  Legislature  )n 
April  8.  by  Premier  Greenfield: 

"Following  the  resolution  passed  in  this 
House  on  April  14th,  1023,  the  Government 
entered  into  negotiations  with  the  Dominion 
Government  with  a  view  to  securing  for  the 
Province  the  water-power  rights  to  be  >b- 
taiiied  from  the  Spray  Lakes.  On  December 
29th,  192-3,  these  negotiations  were  followed 
up  with  a  formal  application  supported  by 
such  information  as  the  Government  could 
at  that  time  furnish.  The  position  of  the 
Dominion  Government  with  respect  to  this 
application  is  stated  in  the  last  pai-agraph 
of  a  letter  dated  .September  11th,  1!)24,  from 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  the  paragraph 
reading  as  follows: 

I  have  had  a  number  of  Interviews  with 
you,  In  each  of  which  I  have  endeavored 
to  make  it  perfectly  clear  that  the  Domin- 
ion Government  has  not  yet  made  up  its 
mind  whether  It  will  sanction  any  devel- 
opment at  Spray  Lakes.    We  can  only  de- 
cide this  when  we  have  full  Information 
before  us.    I  told  you  that  if  anyone  was 
granted  a   priority   permit,    the  Province 
would  have  the  first  chance  of  undertaking 
development.    This  is  as  far  as  I  can  go. 
"Tlie  Government  further  sought  such  ex- 
pert opinion  as  could  be  obtained,  .from  an 
engineering  standpoint,   to   investigate  and 
report  on  the  project,  the  probable  cost  to 
the  Government,  the  amount  of  power  that 
might  be  developed  and  the  cost  of  distri- 
bution, and  finally  arranged  with  the  Hydro- 
Electric  I'ower  Commission  of  Ontario  to 
make  the  necessary  investigations  and  re- 
port to  the  Government.    The  report  of  t.iis 
Commi.ssion  was     received     February  lOthr 
was  laid  on  the  table  early  in  the  session  ana 
has  since  been  carefully  reviewed    liy  the 
Government. 

IMPORTANT  CONSIDERATIONS 
INVOLVED 

"The  Government  is  not  lacking  in  aopi-e- 
ciation  of  the  importance  of  this  proleo*:,  in 
any  general  development  of  hydro-electric 
power  in  the  Province,  noi-  is  it  without  an 
appreciation  of  the  importance,  where  :'ea- 
sonably  possible  of  developing  the  natural 
water  power  resources  of  the  .'.'rovince  under 
public  ownership.  There  'ire,  l-ow  ever,  very 
important  considerations  .'nvolv.td  bi^fore  any 
conclusion  can  bs  reached  l)V  tiie  Goyerii- 
mant, 


"Of  first  importance  Is  the  fact,  accepte-1 
by  all  engineers,  that  ibis  project  cannot  be 
operated  economically  by  itself,  but  is  on'y 
supplementary  to  the  present  plant  and 
undertaking  of  the  Calgary  Power  Company. 
Any  attempt  to  operate  the  Spray  L/akes 
project  independently  would  not  only 
materially  reduce  the  amount  of  powei 
available,  but  would  at  once  greatly 
increase  the  value  of  the  present  plant  and 
undertaking  of  that  company  by  ensuring 
an  additional  flow  of  water  which  is  not 
now  available,  and  in  this  way  would  aVso 
greatly  increase  the  competition  of  snch  in  • 
dependent  operation.  These  facts  are,  of 
course,   fully  known  to  the  company. 

"The  report  presented  by  the  Hydro-Elec- 
tric Commission  estimates  a  capital  expe.i- 
diture  of: 

On  proposal  No.   1  $11,876,406 

On   proposal   No.   2   14,352,206 

On  proposal  No.   3   13,950,556, 

including  the  taking  over  of  the  present 
plant  of  the  Calgary  Power  Company— a 
very  heavy  capital  expenditure. 

"In  view  of  the  financial  problems  now 
facing  the  Province,  a  project  of  this  mag- 
nitude can  only  be  undertaken  after  the 
most  thorough  and  comprehensive  sonslder- 
ation.  j  _iiJ' 

QUESTION  OF  DISTRIBUTION 
TO  MUNICIPALITIES 

"Furthermore,  involved  in  the  considera  - 
tion  of  this  project  is  the  whole  question  of 
the  distribution  in  the  municipalities  inter- 
ested in  securing  cheaper  power,  many  of 
these  municipalities  having  their  own  muni- 
cipal plants.  The  'Government  feels  that 
before  any  conclusion  can  be  finally  reached 
a  further  survey  must  be  made  as  fo  tne 
market  for  power  and  the  method  of  dis- 
tribution within  these  municipalities. 

"While  realizing-  that  a  decision  should 
i4ot  be  unduly  withheld,  the  Government 
proposes  to  hold  a  conference  with  the 
larger  municipalities  to  canvass  the  whole 
question  of  distribution  and  to  ascertain 
how  far  they  are  prepared  to  participate  In 
a  .scheme  of  development. 

"Should  the  Government  then  decide  it 
is  not  advisable  to  proceed  with  this  pro- 
ject as  a  public  enterprise.  It  reserves  the 
right  to  grant  the  water  power  rights  to  the 
Calgary  Power  Company,  on  conditions 
which  It  considers  will  properly  safeguard 
the  Interests  of  the  public,  always  providing 
the  necessary  license  and  water-right  privi- 
jeges  are  granted  to  the  Pi-ovince  by  the 
Dominion  Government.  The  Government 
will  make  application  to  the  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment for  a  license  under  the  regulations 
with  respect  to  water  pow»rs  made  under 
the  authority  of  th»  Dominion  Wat«r  Powers 
Act  at  once." 
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secure  a  sufficient  supply  to  carry  their 
stock  through  the  winter.  The  bill  pio- 
vides  that  both  past  securities  and  future 
securities  taken  in  accordance  with  the  act 
^hall  have  priority  over  all  rights  of  dis- 
tress,  execuitions  and  encumbrances. 


Advances  Totalling 
$15,000  May  Be  Made 

to  Three  New  Pools 

Changes  in  Tax  Recovery  Legislation — 
Assembly  Asks  Aid  for  Distressed  in 
Cape  Breton — Adjourns  to 
June  15 


FRIDAY'S  SITTING 


EDMONTON,  April  10.— The  fifth  session 
of  the  Fifth  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
I'rovinee  was  ad.1ourned  this  afternoon,  on 
motion  of  Premier  Greenfield,  until  June 
l&th  or  such  earlier  or  later  date  as  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  may  decide.  J.  E. 
Brownlee,  answering  a  question  by  J.  W. 
Heffernan.  said  it  was  anticipated  that  the 
principal  business  at  the  adjourned  session 
would  be  railway  legislation,  probably  nat- 
ural resoQrces  legislation,  a  number  of  bills 
which  had  been  left  over,  and  a  few  of 
minor  importance  not  as  yet  introduced. 
Just  prior  to  the  adjournment,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Brett  assented  to  bills  passed  by 
the  Assembly. 

ADVANCES  TO  NEW  POOLS 
TOTALLING  $15,000 

On  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the 
Agricultural  Committee,  which  consists  of 
every  member  of  the  Legislature,  the  As- 
sembly recommended  to  4he  Government  the 
granting  of  advances  of  $5,000  to  each  of 
the  three  marketing  Pools  now  being  organ- 
\  ized— the  Egg  and  Poultry  Pool,  the  Live- 
\  stock  Pool  and  the  Dairy  Pool— for  assist- 
ance in  the  work  of  organization.  The  re- 
commendation v.'as  made  at  today's  sitting 
of  the  committee,  and  was  repoi-ted  to  the 
Assembly  immediately  after  the  opening  of 
the  day's  sitting. 

C.  R.  Mitchell  asked  why  the  amount  of 
$15,000  for  advances  to  the  Pools  was  not 
included  in  the  estimates,  R.  G.  Reid,  the 
Provincial  Treasurer,  explaining  that  the 
recommendation  came  from  the  committee, 
not  from  the  Government. 

Mr.  Mitchell:  "This  is  setting  a  danger- 
ous precedent.  The  recommendation  should 
have  been  brought  in  earlier  in  the  session." 

In  view  of  Mr.  Mitchell's  remarks  Mr. 
Hoadley  suggested  that  the  matter  should 
be  left  over  for  a  short  time.  It  was  brought 
up  again  by  the  Government  immediately 
before  the  adjournment,  and  unanimously 
agreed  to.  In  answer  to  a  question  from  the 
Liberal  benches,  it  was  explained  that  the 
Pools  would  be  directly  accountable  to  the 
Government  ifor  the  return  of  the  advances, 
but  that  the  Government  would  not,  as  had 
been  suggested,  demand  production  of 
vouchers,  in  regard  to  the  items  of  expen- 
diture. 

Reporting  for  the  Municipal  Law  Commit- 
tee, George  MacLachlan  (chairman),  stated 
that  it  had  been  decided  that  the  Utilities 
Commission  should  endeavor  to  adjust  the 
differences  between  the  town  of  Red  Deer 
and  the  Electric  Light  Company.  The  re- 
port was  agreed  to. 

At  the  .suggestion  of  Joseph  Dechene, 
Beaver  River  (Liberal),  members  of  the  As- 
sembly stood  for  a  short  period  in  silence, 
in  observance  of  the  day  (Good  Friday). 
Mr.  Dechene,  in  a  brief  eloquent  speech, 
.said  that  he  believed  pressure  of  busines;^ 
justified  the  holding  of  a  siitting  on  this 
day,  but  it  was  fitting  that  the  sacrifice 
which  had  been  made  in  behalf  of  humanity 
nearly  two  thousand  years  ago,  should 
be'  in  the  rrinds  of  the  members  on  this  day. 
CALLS  ATTENTION  TO  STARVATION 
IN   NOVA  SCOTIA 

Calling  attention  to  the  distress  prevailing 
in  Nova  Scotia,  and  to  the  appeals  in  behalf 
of  the  suffering  which  have  been  made  by 
people  of  All  chAdes  of  opinion  who  h«vc 


Crop  Reports 


Total  AaMtt 
In  Excesi  of 
9700,000,000 


Head  Office:  Montreal 


As  in  previous  yean,  the  Bank  of 
Montreal  will  publish  during  the 
season  frequent  reports  on  the  progress 
of  the  crops. 

These  crop  reports  are  telegraphed  to 
various  centres,  from  which  they  will  be 
mailed  free  to  all  who  require  them. 

Application  to  be  put  on  the  mailing 
list  may  be  made  in  person  or  in 
writing  at  any  Branch  of  the  Bank. 

Bank  of  Montreal 

Established  Over  100  Years 


THE  FAMOUS 


VAN  SLYKE 

BREAKING  PLOW 

A  Western  Plow,  built  in  the  West,  for  Western  Farmers. 


The  VAN  SLYKE  Breaking  Plow  meets  the  demand  for  a  strong  and  powerful 
plow  to  be  used  in  breaking  up  land  which  has  never  been  cultivated,  virgin  soil 
which  abounds  with  roots  and  stumps,  brush,  etc.,  too  heavy  for  any  other  kind 
of  plow,  and  putting  it  in  a  condition  to  be  easily  tillable  by  the  ordinary  methods 
of  farming. 

The  VAN  SLYKE  Plow  is  made  in  two  different  models:  for  tractor  or  horse 
draft. 

Do  not  confuse  the  VAN  SLYKE  Breaking  Plow  with  ordinary  grub  plows,  as 
it  is  the  ONLY  plow  of  its  kind  on  the  market  producing  a  flat,  unbroken  furrow. 

The  furrow  is  cut  before  it  begins  to  lift  owing  to  the  flatness  of  the  share  and 
mould-board,  making  an  extremely  easy  draft,  and  then  by  its  slow  process  of 
turning  the  sod,  owing  to  the  extra  length  of  its  mould-board  rods,  causes  the 
furrow  to  lie  perfectly  flat  in  an  unbroken  style,  with  the  brush  (If  any)  com- 
pletely buried.  This  result  is  greatly  assisted  by  the  peculiar  angle  at  which  the 
coulter  is  set  as  well  as  the  action  of  the  side  fin  cutting  the  roots. 

Owing  to  the  width  of  its  front  carriage  it  will  do  just  as  good  work  either 
in  brush  or  prairie.    Is  very  steady  in  side-hill  work. 

Being  made  locally  in  Alberta  repair  parts  may  be  obtained  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  thus  preventing  any  waste  of  time,  a  very  important  consideration 
owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  season  in  this  Western  country. 

Agents  at  principal  points.    Send  for  descriptive  circular. 
Manufactured  under  sole  patent  rights  by 

TheEdmonton  Iron  Works  Company  ltd. 

EDMONTON,  ALTA. 
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Som-Nor 

Grahan  Wafers 

Western  wheat  and  Western  labor  have 
made  this  wholesome  biscuit  with  the  old- 
time  flavor. 
Save  moneyl    Buy  them  In  the  large  box! 
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^SERVICE 

Alberta  Pacific  Grain  Company  Limited 


HEAD  OFFICE  :  CALGARY 

Branch  Offices:  WINNIPEG,  MAN.,  VANCOUVER,  B.C. 


EGG  and  POULTRY 
Marketing  Service 

Branches  at 
Edmonton     Calgary  Lethbridge 

Under  the  direction  of  The  Poultry 
Branch,  Provincial  Department  oi 
Agriculture.  Operated  In  the  interests 
of  the  Poultry  Producers  of  Alberta. 

Assistance  In  marketing  EGGS  and 
POULTRY  given  to  Individual  produ- 
cers, small  groups  of  producers,  and 
organized  Egg  Circles.  Returns  made, 
according  to  grade. 

A  producers'  movement — laying  the 
foundation  for  Pool  Marketing. 

Assistance  given  In  the  formation  of 
Egg  Circles. 

Write  for  Information  and  current 
prices  to 

Egg  and  Poultry  Mark  etigg  Service 

9627-105a  Ave.,  or  437-1 0th  Ave.  E. 
EDMONTON  CALGARY 


SAVE  THE 

COUPON 


familiarized  themselves  with  the  conditions 
in  the  coast  Province,  including  a  special 
correspondent  of  the  Manitoba  Free  Press, 
P.  M.  Christophers,  Rocky  Mountain  (Labor),, 
said  that  common  humanity  made  immedi- 
ate action  imperative,  and  moved  a  resolu=- 
tlon  calling  upon  the  Federal  Government 
to  give  relief,  and  to  appoint  a  commission 
to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  distress.  He 
pointed  out  that  a  resolution  in  similar  terms 
had  been  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Mani- 
toba Legislature. 

"If  we  heard  of  such  acute  liunger  pre- 
vailing in  China,  as  prevails  today  in  Nova 
Scotia,  where  many  Canadians  are  without 
food,  philanthropists  would  be  contributing 
large  sums  of  money,"  said  Mr.  Christophers. 
"Here  we  have  starvation  among  our  own 
people,  and  I  believe  that  charity  begins  at 
home." 

After  R.  C.  Marshall,  Calgary  (Liberal), 
had  expressed  his  approval  of  the  resolution, 
and  suggested  that  the  Alberta  Government 
also  might  give  some  assistance,  Joseph 
Dechene,  Beaver  River  (Liberal),  objected 
to  any  resolution  being  adopted  by  the  Al- 
berta Legislature,  because,  he  said,  members 
were  not  sufficiently  familiar  with  condi- 
tions in  Nova  Scotia. 

F.  J.  White,  Calgary  (Labor),  pointed  out 
that  the  existence  of  severe  distress  had 
been  verified  by  many  independent  wit- 
nesses, and  recognized  fully  at  Ottawa. 

ONLY  ONE  VOTE 
AGAINST  RESOLUTION 

The  resolution  was  then  put  to  the  vote, 
and  carried  almost  unanimously,  Mr.  De- 
chene alone  voting  in  opposition.  It  was 
in  the  following  terms: 

Whereas,  both  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons at  Ottawa  and  in  the  public  press, 
statements  have  been  made  regarding  the 
appaiiing  conditions  prevailing  among  the 
Nova  Scotia  miners,  and  the  hunger  and 
suffering  being  en'dured  by  thousands  of 
families  in  that  area;  and, 

Whereas,  due  to  the  continued  strife 
between  the  British  Empire  Steel  Corpor- 
ation and  Its  employees,  this  state  of  un- 
satisfactory conditions  will  be  continued 
unless  action  is  taken  by  the  Federal 
Government  to  probe  the  reasons  for  the 
continued    Industrial  disturbances; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this 
Legislature  is  of  the  opinion  that  im- 
mediate railef  should  be  extended  by  the 
Federal  Government  in  order  to  allevi- 
ate the  suffering  now  existing  there,  and 
also  that  a  commission  be  appointed  to 
make  a  complete  and  comprehensive  en- 
quiry as  to  the  reasons  for  these  condi- 
tions and  the  placing  of  the  blame  there- 
for, and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
forwarded  to  the  Right  Hon.  IVIackenzle 
King,  Premier  of  Canada,  and  the  iVIIn- 
Ister  of  Labor,  Ottawa. 

CHANGE  IN  LOCAL 
OPTION  CLAUSE 

The  local  option  clause  in  the  Liquor  Con- 
trol Act  was  changed  to  provide  that  25  per 
cent,  of  the  persons  whose  names  appear  on 
the  last  revised  assessment  roll,  and  are 
resident  in  the  municipality,  shall  be  ade- 
quate for  a  petition  for  a  vote  in  any 
municipalitj'.  The  iormer  clause  required 
the  names  of  25  per  cent,  of  all  persons 
whose  names  were  on  the  roll,  both  resi- 
dents and  non-residents. 

By  an  amendment  to  the  Public  Utilities 
Act,  adopted  today,  provision  Is  made 
against  the  recurrence  in  future  of  any  such 
hardship  as  was  suffered  by  a  farmer  In 
the  Macleod  district,  J.  A.  Anderson,  who. 
through  failure  of  a  third  party  to  pay  over 
money  for  the  redemption  of  land,  lost  his 
equity  in  a  half  seotlon  of  land,  for  taxes. 

The  amendment  provides  that  in  case  of 
appeal  to  a  judge  from  assessment  of  any 
property  within  an  area  controlled  by  any 
local  authority,  "into  the  financial  affairs 
of  which  the  board  has  instituted  an  In- 
quii-y,  and  for  the  hearing  of  which  appeal 
a  judge  has  not  fixed  a  day,  the  provisions 
of  the  act  governing  appeal  to  a  judge  from 
such  assessment  shall,  after  the  fifteenth 
day  of  April,  1925,  apply  as  If  the  Board 
Of  PubUo  Utility  Commlsilonm  ware  lub. 
Btlttttftd  thes'^tn  for  «  diittrtot  oourt  Ji»flf»," 
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UTILITIES  BOARD  MAY 
GIVE  RELIEF 

Whenever  a  parcel  of  land  has  been  sold 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Tax  RecoveiT 
Act,  and  within  one  year  from  the  last  day 
upon  which  such  parcel  could  have  been 
redeemed,  it  is  made  to  appear  that  the 
circumstances  of  the  sale  were  such  as  to 
lender  It  desirable  and  just  that  the  land 
should  be  vested  in  the  previous  owner,  the 
CJovernment  may  direct  the  Utilities  Board 
to  inquire  into  the  circumstances,  and  give 
such  relief  as  may  seem  proper,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner: 

I  a)  The  board  may  order  that  on  payment 
of  specified  sums  of  money  into  a  chartered 
bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  person  or  persons 
mentioned  in  the  order,  and  upon  production 
of  the  receipt  of  the  bank  manager,  the 
registrar  of  the  Land  Titles  Office  shall 
cancel  the  certificate  of  title,  and  issue  a 
certificate  of  title  to  the  person  named  in 
the  order,  subject  to  all  charges  and  en- 
cumibrances  to  which  the  land  was  subject 
before  the  sale. 

(b)  The  board  may  direct  payment  to  the 
purchaser  direct  at  the  tax  sale,  or  to  any 
person  deriving  title  from  or  through  him, 
of  money  actually  paid  by  such  person  for 
the  land  or  any  interest  in  it;  (less  money 
which  may  have  been  received  by  any  such 
person  by  disposing  of  or  charging  the  land), 
together  with  any  money  expended  in  good 
faith  upon  the  land,  and  of  compound  in- 
terest at  10  per  cent. 

(c)  The  board  may  give  directions  as  to 
the  persons  by  whom  "sums  are  to  be  paidT 
and  the  manner  and  time  of  payment,  and 
otherwise  adjust  the  rights  and  liabilities 
of  the  former  owner,  the  tax  sale  pur- 
chaser and  other  persons  interested. 

No  order  made  under  this  section  may  be 
appealed. 

Mv.  Brownlee  introduced  amendments  to 
the  Tax  Recovery  Act,  in  addition  to  those 
already  outlined,  to  p7-ovide  that  a  list  of 
lands  for  tax  sale  shall  be  advertised  in  the 
Alberta  Gazette  for  not  less  than  40  days 
or  more  than  00  days  (instead  0;f  not  less 
than  60  days  or  more  than  90  days). 
TREASURER  TO  SEND 
NOTICE   OF  SALE 

Another  amendment  provides  that  the 
treasurer  of  a  municipality  "shall  within 
two  weeks  of  the  appearance  of  the  said 
advertisement  in  the  Alberta  Gazette,  send 
by  registered  mail  a  copy  thereof  to  every 
per.«on  actually  appearing  on  tile  assess- 
ment roll  as  the  owner  of  any  parcel  of  land 
set  out  in  such  advertisement." 

Prior  to  the  present  session,  the  treasurer 
of  a  municipality  filed  a  caveat  in  the 
Land  Titles  Office  in  the  form  prescribed 
in  the  Tax  Recovery  Act,  and  then  sent  a 
notice  to  the  owner,  l^ut  not  by  registered 
mail.  The  Land  Titles  Act  provides  for  the 
filing  of  caveats  when  an  interest  is 
claimed  in  land,  and  when  a  caveat  is  filed 
in  the  Land  Titles  Office,  the  registrar  must 
.send  a  notice  to  the  owner  to  this  effect. 
By  taking  certain  proceedings  the  owner 
can  have  the  caveat  removed. 

The  caveat  filed  under  the  Land  Titles 
Act  is  not  the  same  document  as  the  caveat 
filed  under  the  Tax  Recovery  Act,  though, 
as  stated  by  Mr.  Brownlee  and  reported 
earlier  in  the  week,  the  Judge  in  the  Opal 
case  expressed  an  opinion  as  to  the  appli- 
cation of  the  section  in  the  Land  Titles  Act, 
requiring  notice  of  registration  of  a  caveat, 
to  the  Tax 'Recovery  Act  also. 
NOT  THE  DUTY 
OF  REGISTRAR 

The  Attorney  General's  Department  have 
always  held  that  there  was  no  obligation  on 
the  registrar  to  send  out  this  notice  when  the 
caveat  was  filed  under  the  Tax  Recovery 
.\ot,  since  this  would  be  merely  a  duplica- 
tion of  work. 

The  amendments  passed  this  session  place 
this  matter  beyond  doubt.  They  will  come 
into  effect  on  July  1st. 

Under  the  terms  of  an  amendment  to  the 
Stock  Inspection  Act,  a  hide  dealers'  license 
is  changed  in  such  a  way  as  to  permit  trav- 
elling around  the  Province;  hide  dealers 
are  required  to  give  a  bond  similar  to  that 
required  under  the  Produce  Merchants  Act. 

An  amendment  to  the  Produoa  Merohante 
Act  limits  t)i6  operation  of  the  ftot  to  per-- 


depends  upon 
the  flour  you 
use.  Let  the 
Quaker  Guaran- 
tee Tag  protect 
it. 


Successful 
Baking 

comes  easy  when 
you  use  quality 
ingredients. 
When  buying 
flour  you  should 
look  for  this  tag 
on  the  bag.    It  is 
our  guarantee  of 
uniform  quality 
and  texture. 


Quaker  Flour 


Alway^s  ihe  Same  -  Always  ihe  Best 

A  product  of  the  Quaker  Mills 

Saskgtoon  and  Peterborough  _^ 


Practise  Thrift 


INVEST  IN 


DEMAND 
SA  VINGS 
CERTIFICATES 


Issued  in  Denominations  of  $5,  $10,  $25,  $50,  $75,  $100,  $500,  $1,000  and 
$10,000.    Payable  on  Demand. 

For  further  particulars,  write  or  apply  to 

HON,  ^,  G.  REID,  W.  V,  NEWSON, 

Provincial  Treasuw,  Deputy  Provijialai  TMMum- 
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House  Paint 

Perfect  in  Appearance 
Lasting  in  Quality 


The  time  to  paint  is  NOW, 
before  the  old  surface  needs  a 
lot  of  repairs.  Paint  protects 
your  property,  enhances  its 
value,  prevents  depreciation  and 
keeps  down  repair  bills.  It  gives 
you  real  property  protection  at 
a  low  cost. 


Consult  the  Stephens'  Authorized  Agent  in  your 
Community — or  write  us 

G.  F.  STEPHENS  &  CO.  LIMITED 

170  MARKET  AVENUE  -  WINNIPEG 
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DOES  THE  TRICK! 

"THE   U.  F.  A."  Classified  Sec- 
tion got  buyers  for  S.  H.  Anning, 
of  Anning,  Alberta. 
Mr.  Anning  writes: 

"My  little  ad.  in  'The  U.  F.  A.' 
brought  quick  results.  Re  White 
Wyandotte  cockerels  I  am  sold 
out,  could  have  sold  more.  'The 
U.  P.  A.'  does  the  trick,  and 
does  it  quick." 


SHIP  US  YOUR 

Beef  apd  Horse  HIDES 

and  have  them  Tanned  for  Warm, 
Comfortable  LINED  ROBES,  size 
G0x72  inches,  best  quality  lining,  $15.00 
or  for  Excellent  Chrome  Tanned  HAR- 
NESS    LEATHER,    green    weight  of 

hide,  per  pound   -  I6c 

All  Work  Guaranteed. 

BOOTH'S  TANNERY 

2723  Fourteenth  Strett,  N.W. 
CALGARY  ALBERTA 


son.s  buying  for  the  first  time  from  an  Al- 
berta producer;  requires  the  agent  of  a 
produce  merchant  to  have  a  license  but  not 
a  bond;  removes  fruit  from  the  operation 
of  the  act,  fruit  not  being  in  general  an 
Alberta  product;  removes  hide  dealers  from 
the  operation  of  the  act. 

An  amendment  to  the  Land  Titles  Aot  pro- 
vides that  when  the  owner  of  mortgaged 
land  transfers  it  to  another,  a  covenant  with 
the  mortgagee  and  the  old  owner  that  he 
will  pay  the  mortgage  debt  shall  not  be 
Implied  where  circumstances  clearly  show 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  be  implied. 
Under  ordinary  circumstances  the  new  owner 
is  deemed  to  covenant  that  he  will  pay  the 
mortgage  debt. 

An  act  respecting  the  sale  of  coal  requires 
that  Alberta  coal  shall  have  been  sold  under 
a  registered  ti-ade  name,  and  provides  that 
all  documents  shall  show  from  what  district 
coal  offered  for  sale  comes. 

An  amendment  to  the  Lethbridge  North- 
ern Colonization  bill  provides  for  necessai-y 
advances  to  be  made  by  the  Provmcial 
Treasurer  to  make  up  the  differences  be- 
tween water  right  charges  on  home  places 
under  the  Irrigation  Districts,  Act  and  under 
the  new  legislation.  At  the  request  of 
Lawrence  Peterson,  Taber  (U.  F.  A-),  a 
change  was  also  made  to  provide  for  pay- 
ment of  sums  due  in  advance,  when  so  de- 
sired by  settlers. 


Sixty -five  Bills  Are 
Passed  by  Assembly 

Lists   of   Acts  of  Alberta  Legislature 
During  Recent  Session 


During  the  session  which  closed  on  April 
10th,  a  total  of  65  bills  were  passed  'by  the 
Legislative  Assembly,  while  a  few  others 
which  were  brought  under  consideration 
will  not  be  finally  passed  until  the  adjourned 
session. 

The  Government  has  entirely  discarded  the 
old  system  of  bringing  in  statute  law  amend- 
ments, all  amendments  to  legislation  having 
been  provided  for  in  special  bills.  Under 
the  Statute  Law  Amendment  bill,  which  it 
was  formerly  the  custom  to  bring  in  shortly 
before  prorogation,  important  changes  In 
legislation  were  at  times  effected,  little 
opportunity  for  consideration  by  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  being  provided. 

The  acts  passed  at  the  recent  session  were 
as  follows: 

An  act  to  am.end  an  Act  to  Incorporate  the 
Calgary  &  Southwestern  Railway  Company. 

An  act  respecting  the  Alberta  Conference 
Association  of  iSevjenth  Day  Adventlsts. 

An  aot  to  amend  the  Medicine  Hat  Charter. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Lethbridge  City  Char- 
ter. 

An  act  to  IncoiTSorate  the  Congregation  of 
the  Most  Holy  Redeemer. 

An  act  to  validate  and  confirm  a  certain 
agreement  entered  into  among  the  Cana- 
dian Northern  Railway  Company,  the 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  Company 
and  the  City  of  Edmonton,  and  to  validate 
and  confirm  certain  By-laws  of  the  City 
of  Edmonton. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Calgary  Charter. 

uVn  act  to  amend  an  Act  to  Empower  the 
Canadian- American  Collieries,  „Limited,  to 
Construct  and  Operate  a  Colliery  Railway. 

An  act  to  nmend  the  Edmonton  Charter  and 
to  validate  By-laws. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Pro<iuce  Merchants  Act. 
1922. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Stock  Inspection  Act, 
1922. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Mental  Defectives  Act. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Chiropractic  Act. 

An  act  Respecting  the  Preservation  of  Pub- 
lic Documents. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Treasury  Department 
Act. 

An  aot  Respecting  the  Sale  of  Coal. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Mines  Act. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Government  Liquor 
Control  Aot  of  Alberta. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Land  Titles  Act. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Jury  Act. 

An  act  to  Facilitate  the  Reciprocal  Enforce- 
ment of  Judgments  and  Awards, 
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An  act/ to  amend  the  Medical  Profession  Act. 
An  aCot   to   amend  the  Venereal  Diseases 

E'i-evention  Act. 
iyn  act  to  Provide  a  Minimum.  Wage  for 
,  -'  Women. 

•'  An  act  to  amend  the  Alberta  Election  Act. 
An  act  to  Ratify  the  Lloydminster  Public 

School  Scheme. 
An  act  to  amend  the  Univei-sity  Act. 
An  act  Respecting  the  AJberta  and  Great 

Waterways  Railway  Company. 
An  act  to  amend  the  Municipal  Hospitals 

Aot 

An  act  to  amend  the  Hospitals  Act. 
An  act  to  amend  the  Vital  Statistics  Act. 
An  aot  to  amend  the  Agricultural  Societies 
Act. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Provincial  Relief  Aot, 
1922. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Corporations  Taxation 
Act. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Amusements  Tax  Act. 
An  act  Respecting    the     Solemnization  of 
Marriage. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Public  Utilities  Act, 
1923. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Legal  Profession  Act. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation Act   (Accident  Fund). 

An  act  to  Validaite  Certain  Assessments 
made  by  the  Hail  Insurance  Board  of  Al- 
berta. 

An  act   Respecting  Private  Hospitals. 
An  act  to  amend  the  Drainage  Districts  Act, 
1921. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Irrigation  Districts  Act. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Prairie  Fires  Act. 

An  act  to  amend  tiie  Mental  Diseases  Act. 

An  act  Respecting  the  Colonization  of  the 
Lethbridge  Northern  In-igation  District. 

An  act  to  amend  the  School  Act. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Dairymen's  Act. 

An  aot  Respecting  the  Granting  of  Fixed 
Assessments  of  Improvements  to  New  In- 
dustries by  Municipal  Corporations. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Fire  Departments' 
Hours  of  Labor  Act. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Alberta  Co-operative 
Credit  Act. 

An  act  for  Raising  Money  on  the  Credit  of 
the  General  Revenue  Fund  of  Alberta. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Municipal  Ordinance, 
being  Chapter  70  of  the  Consolidated  Or- 
dinances of  the  North-West  Territories, 
1898. 

An  act  Respecting  the  Welfare  of  Children. 
An  act  to  amend  the  Lunatics'  Estates  Act. 
An  acrt  to  Conflirm  Certain  Securities  Taken 

by  the  Director  of  the  Debt  Adjustment 

Act. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Bee  Diseases  Act,  1924. 
An  act  to  Provide  Aid  to  Certain  Drainage 
Districts. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Tax  Recovery  Aot,  1922. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Alberta  Co-operative 
Wheat  Producers,  Limited,  Act. 

An  act  to  amend  the  School  Assessment  Act. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Municipal  Hail  Insur- 
ance Act. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Conditional  Sales  Act. 
An  act  to  amend  the  Crop  Payments  Act, 
1922. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Legislative  Assembly 
Act. 


THEEE     CORNERED     FIGHT  ON 
OCEAN  RATES  PROBLEM  OPENS 
IN  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  OF 
COMMONS 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
terests  operating  on  the  North  Atlantic  and 
other  ocean  trade  routes.  It  was  shown 
that  although  this  situation  had  been  very 
grave  and  that  commissions  had  been  ap- 
pointed here  and  in  Great  Britain  from  time 
to  time  since  1906,  to  investigate  and  re- 
commend remedial  measures,  no  effective 
means  had  as  yet  been  evolved  for  the 
control  of  ocean  rates  and  of  the  activities 
of  this  combine  or  conference.  That  being 
the  case,  the  question  resolved  itself  into 
the  determination  of  a  method  of  attaining 
this  end,  whether  it  could  be  done  by  the 
action  of  Canada  alone,  whether  by  con- 
certed action  in  conjunction  with  the  other 
overseas  Dominions  and  Great  Britain,  or 
whether  without  this  Joint  action,  granting 
that  beneficial  results  might  be  secured 
through   individuar  "action  by  Canada,  the 


STOCKHOLM 

Sweden's 
Masterpiece 


Doii*t  Pay 

for  ^  Months 

Yes,  we  will  send  the  famous  STOCKHOLM  Cream  Sepa- 
rator direct  to  your  farm  and  you  don't  pay  us  a  cent  for  4 
months.  We  make  this  offer  because  we  know  there  is  no 
other  Beparator  in  the  world  equal  to  the  STOCKHOLM  and  we  want 
to  prove  it  to  yoa.  Use  it  just  bb  if  it  were  your  own  machine.  Compare 
It  with  other  eeparators.  Put  it  to  every  posaible  test.    Pay  only  after  4 
months,  when  yoa  have  convinced  yourBelf  that  it  is  the  cleanest  sktm- 
mer,  easiest  to  operate  and  clean.   Seventeen  years  ha^e  been  devoted 
by  the  master  mechanics  of  the  world's  largest  cream  sepa- 
rator factory  in  perfecting  thia  mpsterpiec©  —  it  is  the  best 
that  money  can  bay.  Over  one  million  Earopean  farmara 
are  the  best  proof. 

Guaranteed  for  10  Years 

We  eaarantee  that  at  at  any  time  within  the  next  10  years  we  will 
replace  any  parte  that  may  prove  defective  on  account  of  either 
poor  workmanship  or  poor  material.  All  STOCKHOLMS  carry  this 
10  year  gnarantee. 

Send  Coupon! 

Hail  coapon  for  catalog  giving  fall  description  of  this  wonderful 
cream  separator  and  the  extraordinary  4  months' offer.  Don't  bay 

any  separator  until  jf'"  uitiiiiniiiiniiiimiiiiiiiii. 

you  have  found  out  ^    BABSON  BROS.,  Dept.  b  144 
all  you  can  about  the       „,  "O  Prlnce«s St.,  Winnipeg,  Man. 
STOCKHOLM  and  de-    v    Please  send  me  your  catalog.  Tel]  me  how 
tails  of  our  10-year  ^    I  can  get  the  STOCKHOLM  Cream  Sepam- 
uarantee.  Don't  Don'tpay  for  4  months"  offer, 

wait  —  be  sure  to  j>"^ 

mail  coupon  J^    -"am*  .  .  .   ..... 

TODAY  I  / 

Adarem   .....   
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HOW  TO   GO  ? 

Our  lines  traverse  all  Provinces  and  reach  all  Commercial 
Centers  in  Canada.   Our  connections  are  world-wide. 

RAIL   AND  OCEAN 


Consult  us  about  your  journey  on 
BUSINESS  EDUCATION 

or 

WHERE  TO  GO  AND  HOW  TO  GO 

Tourist  &  Travel  Bureau 

218  Eighth  Avenue  West,  Calgary 
Phone  M  3626 
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GRAIN    CLEANING  MAC^iNE 
GIVES  GOOD  RESULTS 

Placed  on  Threshing  Machine  and  Driven"; 
From  the  Cylinder  Wheel 

Mr.  Hoadley,  in  the  course  of  his  speech 
on  the  budget,  gave  a  comprehensive  review 
of  the  worl<  of  his  department.  The  inven- 
tion and  manufacture  of  labor-saving  farm 
implements  had  been  encouraged,  and  also 
the  impi-ovement  in  quality  of  some  grains 
and  seeds.  Particular  success  had  been 
achieved  in  the  construction  of  a  grain  clean- 
ing machine,  which,  by  assembling  a  special 
gang  of  sieves  and  applying  wind  under  good 
control,  delivered  grain  practically  free  from 
weed  seeds.  The  machine  is  placed  on  top 
of  a  threshing  mill,  and  driven  from  the  cyl- 
inder wheel.  These  machines  have  given 
good  results  at  Oliver,  and  at  Fort  Saskatch- 
ewan, on  the  C.  P.  R.  farms,  and  the  farm 
of  D.  MacLachlan  at  Clyde.  Valuable  infor- 
mation upon  this  matter  can  be  obtained  by 
readers  of  "The  U.  P.  A."  from  the  depart- 
ment. 

From  approximately  $153,000  in  1922,  the 
expenditure  on  fairs  has  been  reduced  to  ap- 
proximately $65,000  in  1924.  Many  classes 
which  were  of  no  value  in  promoting  agri- 
culture have  been  eliminated. 

Reduction   In   Cost  of  Department 

The  staff  of  the  department  has  been  re- 
duced from  187  in  1921,  with  salaries  total- 
ling $296,883,  to  128,  with  salaries  totalling 
$221,145  in  1924.  Certain  branches  have  beert 
eliminated  so  that  the  heads  could  be  dis- 
pensed with.  The  Superintendent  of  Schools 
of  Agriculture,  with  a  salary  of  $3,600,  was 
dispensed  with,  the  work  being  taken  over 
by  the  Deputy  Minister.  Brand  recording 
has  been  taken  over  by  the  Livestock  Com- 
missioner and  the  office  of  Superintendent 
of  Fairs  (at  $2,900  a  year),  was  first  joined 
to  that  of  the  Provincial  Veterinary's,  and 
later  taken  over  by  the  Livestock  Commis- 
sioner. Office  reorganization  has  also  been 
carried  out. 

Dealing  with  co-operation,  Mr.  Hoadley  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  the  story  of  co-operative 
marketing  would  soon  be  taught  in  the 
schools,  and  the  technique  of  co-operation  in 
colleges  and  universities.  He  said  that  in 
the  weed  campaign  there  had  been  splendid 
co-operation  from  the  municipalities  in  most 
instances.  A  soil  survey  had  been  carried 
on  in  conjunction  with  the  faculty  of  agri- 
culture at  the  University,  and  this  would  bo 
continued.  Valuable  Information  had  been 
obtained  which,  if  possessed  earlier,  would 
have  saved  the  present  unfortunate  condi- 
tion in  connection  with  the  dry  area. 

At  the  end  of  this  season,  said  Mr.  Hoadley 
approximately  150,000  bushels  of  registered 
seed  would  have  been  handled  through  the 
seed  grain  plant  at  Edrnonton. 

Great  progress  had  been  recorded  in  the 
poultry  industry,  the  value  of  the  poultry  in 
Alberta  being  $4,488,040  in  1924,  as  compared 
with  $3,981,300  in  1922.  There  has  been  strik- 
ing growth  in  the  export  of  eggs.  The  breed- 
ing stock  at  the  Provincial  poultry  plant  at 
Oliver  now  consists  of  about  200  birds. 
Net  Cost  of  Grasshopper  Campaign 

Mr.  Hoadley  dealt  with  the  progress  of 
the  dairy  industry,  the  work  of  district  agri- 
culturists, work  among  boys  and  girls,  and 
other  branches  of  departmental  work.'  He 
.stated  that  the  expenditures  in  connection 
with  the  grasshopper  campaign  from  1920  to 
1924  totalled  $845,413.02.  of  which  $512  253  49 
was  in  1922,  $213,800.21  in  1923,  and  only  $28  '- 
104.79  in  1924.  '  Collections  and  sales  of  ma- 
terial totalled  $353,243.49,  and  outstanding  ac- 
counts were  $86,094.44,  while  material  on 
hand  was  worth  $60,000,  leaving  the  net  cost 
to  the  Government  $350,000.  Against  this 
said  the  Minister,  there  was  a  saving  of  $22  -' 
000,000  in  the  crops  of  1922  and  1923 

Negotiations  with  the  Pacific  Steamship 
Companies  resulted  in  a  reduction  of  ocean 
rates  for  cattle  to  Japan  from  $100  per  head 
including  attendant,  to  $50,  and  later  to 
$37.50,  and  the  second  shipment  was  made  at 
a  slight  profit.  Prospects  seemed  good  for 
building  up  a  trade. 

Up  to  March  14,  Mr.  Hoadley  stated  «■).) 
settlors  had  been  moved  from  the  dry  areas 
to  other  districts,  and  1,145  cars  of  thpi'r 
effects,  etc. 


method  proiwsed  by  the  Government  was 
the  best  and  adequate  to  meet  the  situation. 

The  arguments  presented  were  in  the 
main  directed  to  these  points.  Then,  closely 
involved  was  the  effect  the  interposition  of 
the  Petersen  fleet  would  have  on  our  Cana- 
dian Merchant  Marine,  built  at  an  expense 
of  over  $70,000,000,  which,  while  showing  a 
profit  in  certain  years  and  on  certain  routes, 
had  operated  as  a  whole  at  a  loss,  when  in- 
terest on  the  capital  investment  is  consid- 
ered. This  loss  was  especially  pronounced 
as  regards  our  ships  plying  on  the  North 
Atlantic  route,  due  to  inability  to  secure 
sufficient  retiu-n  cargoes,  and  in  spite  of 
the  fact,  as  may  well  be  noted,  that  our 
own  Merchant  Marine  were  "sitting  in",  at 
the  conference  complained  of  until  very 
recently  and  were  operating  at  the  confer- 
ence rates. 

LESS  TONNAGE,  SPEED  AND 
POWER  THAN  OUR  OWN 

It  was  argued  that  the  Petersen  fleet 
would  make  it  still  more  difficult  to  obtain 
cargoes  for  the  Merchant  Marine,  or  in  other 
words,  that  the  endorsement  of  the  subsidy 
proposal  was  tantamount  to  assisting  in 
goring  our  own  ox.  I'roofs  were  submitted 
that  the  ships  to  be  built  under  the  Petersen 
agreement  were  of  less  tonnage,  less  speed, 
and  less  power  than  many  of  those  in  our 
own  fleet.  It  was  urged  that  if  more  boats 
were  needed  to  fight  the  combine,  and  in 
the  face  of  the  surplus  tonnage  existing  in 
the  world  today,  or,  if  boats  of  a  different 
type  than  we  now  have,  or  better  suited  for 
the  conveyance  of  certain  classes  of  com- 
modities were  needed,  they  should  be  built  or 
acquired  by  Canada  and  operated  as  part 
of  our  own  Merchant  Marine. 

The  plan  proposed  by  the  Government  in- 
volved an  expenditure  of  $1,300,000  per  year, 
or  $13,000,000  for  the  ten  year  period,  which 
with  interest  additions  is  estimated  to  total 
$17,000,000,  which  sum  would  be  further  in- 
creased if  the  number  of  boats  were  added 
to  as  permitted  by  the  contract.  It  was 
averred  that  these  ships  could  be  built  for 
8600,000  each,  or  .$6,000,000  for  the  ten  ves- 
sels, which  would  afford  a  handsome  profit 
to  Petersen  and  leave  him  with  the  ships 
free  at  the  end  of  the  period.  If  the  same 
sum  v/hich  is  to  be  paid  as  subsidies  under 
this  agreement,  were  expended  for  ships  of 
our  own,  double  the  number  could  be  built, 
equally  good  in  all  respects,  and  under  the 
control  of  the  Government.  It  was  brought 
out  that  to  subsidize  all  the  vessels  neces- 
sary in  our  trade  would  involve  an  annua! 
expenditure  of  $34,000,000. 
STRONG  OBJECTIONS 
TO  RESOLUTION 

Strenuous  objections  were  presented  to 
the  passage  of  this  resolution  upon  the 
ground  that  if  adopted  in  its  original  form 
and  the  bill  founded  upon  it  were  introduced 
and  advanced  to  second  reading,  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  would  be  admitted.  There 
was  bitter  controversy  on  this  vital  point, 
as  it  was  diametrically  opposed  to  the  views 
of  many  in  the  House  who  are  bitterly  hos- 
tile to  the  granting  of  subsidies  of  any  kind. 

Despite  the  utterances  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister in  the  early  stages  of  the  debate,  that 
there  would  be  no  trimming  of  the  agree- 
ment, and  that  the  Government  would  stand 
or  fall  bj-  it,  ho  rntired  from  this  position, 
and  finally  assured  the  House  that  if  th.> 
resolution  were  allowed  to  pass,  the  bill 
would  not  now  be  introduced,  but  the  reso- 
lution itself  would  be  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  with  ainple  opportunity  afforded 
for  investigation  of  the  propc-sal  in  detail, 
and  of  having  before  it  all  im'ormation  and 
witnesses  desired.  The  debate  terminated 
with  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  under 
the  assurances  given  by  the  Prime  Minister. 
Thus  the  dangers  of  the  Ship  of  ^tate  for 
the  present  have  been  averted. 
THREE  CORNERED  FIGHT 
IN  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE 

The  scene  of  controversy  will  now  shift 
to  the  meetings  of  the  special  committee, 
where  the  contest  will  probably  assume  the 
form  of  a  three  cornered  fight  between 
those  opposed  to  Government  control  or  in- 
terference with  the  present  shipping  inter- 
ests, those  who  are  keenly  Interested  in 
supporting  the  Government  policy,  and 
those  who  wish  to  thwart  the  activities  and 
methods  of  ocean  combines  and  conferences 
and  to  see  some  adequate  method  evolved  to 


correct  existing  conditions  In  the  interests 
of  the  producers  and  consumers  of  the 
country. 

Space  will  not  permit  reference  to  the  ex- 
cellent speeches  made  by  Alberta  members 
in  the  course  of  this  debate,  which  undoubt- 
edly had  much  influence  in  determining  the 
course  adopted  by  the  Government.  This 
letter  has  accordingly  been  limited  to  a 
reference  to  the  main  points  involved. 

A  number  of  important  resolutions  were 
introduced  and  di.scu.ssed  on  private  mem- 
bers' days  during  the  period  covered  by  the 
ship  subsidy  debate,  which  are  left  for 
comnfient  in  succeeding  letters  from  Alberta 
members. 


Grant  Aid  Totalling 
$71,125  to  Certain 
Drainage  Districts 

Act  of  Legislature  Gives  Relief  to  Dickson, 
Hold.en,  Daysland  and  Viking  Districts 


Aid  to  the  drainage  districts  of  Dickson, 
Holden,  Daysland  and  Viking,  by  the  as- 
sumption on  the  part  of  the  Government  of 
the  indebtedness  under  a  part  of  the  deben- 
ture issue  of  each  district,  is  provided  under 
the  terms  of  an  act  adopted  by  the  Legis- 
lature last  week,  on  motion  of  V.  W.  Smith, 
Minister  of  Railways  and  Telephones.  The 
debentures  were  all  guaranteed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment under  the  Drainage  District  De- 
benture Guarantee  Act  of  1921. 

In  respect  to  the  Dickson  Drainage  Dis- 
trict, where  the  amount  of  the  debentures 
issued  totals  $46,000,  the  Government  as- 
sumes $2,300;  in  the  Holden  Drainage  Dis- 
trict, where  the  total  debentures  issued  are 
$200,000,  the  Government  assumes  $20,000; 
in  the  Daysland  Drainage  District,  where 
the  issue  totals  $300,000,  the  Government 
assumes  $40,950;  and  in  the  Vilting  Drainage 
District,  where  the  total  issue  is  $45,000, 
the  Government  assumes  $7,875.  The  total 
amount  assumed  by  the  Government  is  thus 
$71,125. 

The  act  has  been  adopted  in  view  of  com- 
plaints from  certain  drainage  districts  'apt 
the  rates  are  greater  than  the  lands  cnn 
bear,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  the 
works  has  been  greater  and  the  benefits 
derivable  from  them  less  than  expected.  An 
independent  examination  was  made  into  the 
conditions,  and  relief  recommended,  and 
under  the  circumstances  such  relief  is  con- 
sidered by  the  Government  to  be  in  the 
public  interest. 

 o  

SUGGESTS    PENALTY   FOR  LATE 
COMERS 

Denouncing  farmers  who  refuse  to  sign 
contracts  for  the  co-operative  marketing 
Pools  as  "slackers",  and  pointing  out  that 
in  waiting  until  the  success  of  the  Pools  is 
an  assured  fact  these  farmers  are  placing 
upon  the  Pool  members  responsibilities 
which  all  producers  ought  to  share,  a  reso- 
lution from  Mayerthorpe  Local  asks  the 
various  Pools  to  endeavor  to  arrange  some 
sort  ot  penalty  on  those  who  come  into  the 
Pools  at  a  late  date.  An  increase  in  the 
membership  fee  from  time  to  time  is  sug- 
gested. The  resolution  suggests  also  that  a 
circular  letter  announcing  the  penalty  be 
sent  to  all  farmers  who  have  been  canvassed 
but  who  have  not  signefl  contracts. 

 o  

Have  you  sent  In  your  contribution  to  the 
Junior  Conference  Fund? 


"A  vast  amount  of  stuffy  and  sentimental 
humbug  has.  been  uttered  in  favor  of  the 
gospel  of  work."— G.  K.  Chesterton. 


JUNIOR  CONFERENCE 

FUND 

The  following   contributions  to  the 

Junior  Conference  Fund  have 

been  re- 

ceived : 

Previously  acknowledged 

,  ,  $55.00 

Queenie  Creek  U.  F.  A  

  5.00 

Natiton   U.   F.  W.  A  

Strathmore  U.  F.  W.  A  

  5.00 

Freda  Junior  Local   

.  .  ,  .  5.00 

$76.00 

April  15th,  1926 
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POULTRY  AND  EGGS 


"LAYWELL   STRAIN"  S.C.   WHITE  LEG- 

horns  and  AVhlte  Wyandottes.  Baby 
chicks  and  hatching  eggs  from  our  Gov- 
ernment inspected  stock.  Extra  heavy 
laying  strain  with  individual  records  up 
to  270  eggs.  Our  pullets '  laid  steady 
through  49°  below  zero  weather.  By 
trap-nesting  each  hen  we  can  supply 
eggs  of  known  fertility.  Proof  of  good 
type  and  vigor  is  shown  by  our  winning 
more  prizes  in  Utility  and  R.O.P.  classes 
this  winter,  than  any  breeder  in  Alberta. 
Send  for  our  price  list.  We  are  agents 
for  Charters'  Incubators  and  Regulators. 
Laywell  Poultry  Farm,  Macleod,  Alberta. 

BABY    CHICKS    FROM    FINE  'BRED-TO- 

Lay  stock  for  sale.  White  Leghorns, 
Barred  Rocks  and  White  Wyandottes. 
Prices:  Up  to    May  1st-  After 

May  1st  May  31st  May  3l3t 
White  Leghorns  25c  20c  20c 
Heavy  Breeds  30c  25c  20c 
Supplied  in  multiples  of  25  up  to  300. 
Season  is  getting  late.  Send  deposit 
with  order.  Money  will  be  refunded  if 
we  cannot  fill  order.  Poultry  Branch, 
Department  of  Agriculture,  9627-105A 
Avenue,  Edmonton. 

PURE    BRED    BUFF    ORPINGTON  EGGS, 

from  pen  of  high  producers;  Fill-basket 
strain.  $2  per  15,  two  settings  for  $3.50. 
Mrs.  P.  C.  Loree,  Nanton,  Alta. 

WHITE    WYANDOTTE    HATCHING  EGGS 

from  Martin's  best  "Dorcas"  pens;  high 
egg  production;  prize  winning  stock;, 
satisfaction  guaranteed.  Price  $2.00  set- 
ting, three  settings  $5.00.  Ernest  Kronler, 
Freedom  P.  O.,  Alberta. 

EGGS     FROM     BIG     GREY     GEESE,  30 

cents  apiece.  Mrs.  M.  Dleringer,  Bal- 
lantine,  Alta. 

BRONZE  TURKEY  EGGS,  30  CENTS  EACH. 

■Rouen  duck  eggs,  per  13  eggs,  $2.00. 
Mrs.  Wm.  Burns,  Three  Hills,  Alta. 

PURE  BRED  BARRED  ROCK'AND  WHITE 

Leghorn  hatching  eggs  from  trapnested 
stock;  $1.50  setting.  "Also  selling  100 
Barred  Rock  pullets,  $1.50  each.  A. 
Harrison,  Big  Valley,  Alta. 

SELLING     GUARANTEED     PURE  BRED 

S.C.  White  Leghorn  hens.  Very  fine 
birds,  have  been  laying  all  winter.  Also 
a  few  cockerels,  $2.00  each.  Am  leaving 
district  or  would  not  sell.  Walter  E. 
Baldwin,  Youngstown,  Alta. 

B.    ROCKS     FROM     PARKS'   $50.00  TRIO, 

over  30  years  trapnesting,  over  240  egg 
records.  Hatching  eggs,  $2.60  and  $5.00 
per  15.  Infertlles  replaced  free.  Cock- 
erels sold  out.  References:  Imperial 
Bank,  Trochu.  Kachel  Bros.,  Huxley, 
Alberta. 


START  YOUR   FOUNDATION   STOCK  BY 

ordering  hatching  eggs  from  my  famous 
strain  of  White  Wyandottes.  Pens  con- 
sist of  males  and  females  direct  from 
Solly's  pens,  advanced  record  of  produc- 
tion. Dams'  records,  226  to  269  eggs  per 
year.  You  can  join  the  Egg  Pool  be- 
cause you  will  have  eggs  to  ship.  The 
hens  that  lay  are  the  hens  that  pay.  Try 
some  and  be  convinced.  Fertility  guar- 
anteed. Specially  mated  pens  of  high 
record  birds,  three  sittings  for  $10.00. 
General  flock  matings  headed  by  males 
in  the  advanced  class,  $12.00  per  hun- 
dred. Chas.  O.  Dawson,  Western  Egg 
Farm,  Ardenode,  Alta. 


Poultry!  Eggs!  Poultry! 

This  is  our  main  business, 
and  we  will  handle  your  ship- 
ments right. 

Reference:  Dominion  Bank 

SAM  SHEININ 

PUBLIC  MARKET   -  CALGARY 


Classified  Advertising 
Section 


WANT,  SALE  AND  EXCHANGE 
COLUMNS 

CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMENTS  aro 
Inserted  in  this  section  for  three 
cents  per  word  per  Insertion.  Count 
each  Initial  as  a  full  word,  also  count 
each  set  of  four  figures  as  a  full 
word.  Orders  for  classified  adver- 
tisements must  be  accompanied  by 
cash,  and  must  reach  us  at  least 
eight  days  in  advance  of  dates  of 
publication,  which  are  the  1st  and 
15th  of  each  month. 

Address  all  correspondence  to  "The  U. 
F.A."  Lougheed  BIdg.,  Calgary,  Alta. 


POLTLTRY  AND  EGGS— Continued 


BARRED  ROCKS— GENERATIONS  BREED- 

Ing  for  egg  production;  Highest  Win- 
nings in  Record  of  Performance  and  Reg- 
istration classes  Alberta  Provincial  Show 
1923-1924.  Light  or  dark  matings,  eggs, 
$5.00  for  fifteen.  Limited  number  eggs 
supplied  from  my  special  pen  Registered 
hens,  ^11  with  records  over  200,  mated 
to  son  of  302-egg  hen,  75c  per  egg,  $10.00 
for  fifteen.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  H. 
Higginbothan,  Calgary,  Alberta. 


WHITE  WYANDOTTE  HATCHING  EGGS, 

from  stock  from  Martin's  best  "Dorcas" 
matings;  dam's  records  202  to  267;  sires 
New  York  State  Fair  winners.  Prices 
10c,  15c  and  20c  each.  Satisfaction  guar- 
anteed. J.  A.  Larson,  Fort  Saskatche- 
wan, Alberta.    Member  R.  O.  P. 


SELLING     BARRED     ROCK  HATCHING 

Eggs.  Ontario  Government  bred-to-lay 
strain.  Heavy  winter  layers.  $2.00  per 
setting,  three  for  $5.00.  Special  rates  on 
incubator  lots.  J.  H.  Davison,  Meadow 
Creek,  Alta. 


WHY  GO  OUTSIDE  OF  ALBERTA  WHEN 

you  can  secure  home-grown,  vigorous, 
acclimated  stock  through  the  Alberta 
Record  of  Performance  Poultry  Breeders' 
Association,  which  offers  approved  band- 
ed cockerels,  eggs  for  hatching  purposes 
and  day-old  chicks  representing  the  pop- 
ular breeds?  This  stock  is  hardy,»  vig- 
orous, of  good  type,  and  the  kind  that 
produces  results.  For  further  Informa- 
tion apply  Secretary-Treasurer,  Major 
H.  G.  L.  Strange,  Fenn,  Alberta. 


SEED  GRAIN 


REGISTERED  NO.  1    EXTRA  GRIMM  AL- 

falfa  seed  for  sale.  For  price  write  the 
Golden  Valley  Irrigation  Company,  Medi- 
cine Hat,  Alta. 


HAND  SELECTED  WHEAT— REGISTERED 

Marquis,  from  my  own  hand  selected 
pedigreed  plots.  Every  year  has  scored 
high  marks  In  field  crop  and  seed. 
Breeds  true  to  type.  Won  Grand  Cham- 
pionship at  Chicago  International,  1923. 
Small  amount  of  second  generation  left 
for  sale,  moderately  priced.  Also  some 
second  generation  registered  Victory 
oats,  hand  selected.  Write  for  prices. 
H   G.  L.  Strange,  Fenn,  Alta. 


SWINE 


DUROC    JERSEY    WEANLINGS,  MARCH 

farrow,  Either  sex;  Bailey  strain;  deliv- 
ery May  1st.  $12.00  F.O.B.,  papers  in- 
cluded.     C.  E.  Orn,  Millet,  Alta.  


PET  STOCK 


KITTENS,     PEDIGREE     PERSIANS,  ALL 

color.°i.    Devonshire  Cattery.  Calgary. 

NURSERY  STOCK 

RASPBERRIES  —  TURNER,  HERBERT, 

Red,  Golden  Queen,  25,  $1.00;  100,  $3.00, 
postpaid.    Mrs.  Taylor,  Anning,  Alberta. 

YOUR     LAST  OPPORTUNITY— THIS  IS 

your  last  chance  to  secure  first  choice 
from  our  beautiful  stock  of  home-grown 
Nursery  Stock.  Why  send  away  for 
trees  that  cannot  live  in  this  trying 
climate  when  we  can  supply  you  with  a 
large  variety  of  splendid  home-grown 
Trees,  Hedging,  Shrubs,  Fruits  and 
Perennial  Flowers?  We  specialize  In 
Russian  Poplars,  Caragana,  Lilacs, 
Honeysuckles,  Currants,  Gooseberries, 
Raspberries,  etc.,  and  our  new  variety 
of  Everbearing  Strawberries  will  pro- 
duce a  heavy  crop  the  first  season. 
Nurseries  at  Brooks,  Alberta.  The  West- 
ern Nursery  Co.,  621  Fifth  Avenue  W., 
Calgary.     "Home  of  Trees  That  Grow." 


MISCELLANEOUS 


SELL     FORD    CAR,    GOOD    SHAPE,  OR 

trade  milk  cows,  seed  wheat,  oats,  any- 
thing.   E.  Hunter,  Alix,  Alta. 

WANTED  —  SECOND-HAND    FIVE  TON 

scale.    Westlock  Local  U.  P.  A. 

SELLING— 3  REGISTERED  PERCHERON 

Stallions;  class  A  bull  calves  from  dairy 
Shorthorn  cows.  Second  generation  ban- 
ner seed  oats,  in  three  bushel  sealed 
sacks,  at  wholesale  prices.  Leslie  Marr, 
Millet. 


FARM  LANDS 


IMPROVED  FARM  LANDS  FOR  SALE  OR 

rent,  three  half  sections  near  school, 
and  nevvT  town  of  Wembley,  Grande 
Prairie  district.  Suitable  for  both  grain 
and  mixed  farming.  Apply  to  J.  Archer, 
Wembley,  Albei'ta. 

CLEANERS  AND  DYERS 

GARMENTS  AND  HOUSEHOLD  GOODS  OF 

all  kinds  cleaned  or  dyed.  Price  list  and 
information  upon  request.  Empire 
Cleaning  &  Dyeing  Co.,  Ltd.,  234-236 
Twelfth  Avenue  West,  Calgary,  Alberta. 

LEGAL  AND  PATENTS 

FORD,  MILLER  &  HARVIE,  BARRISERS, 

Solicitors  and  Patent  Attorneys  and 
Agents  for  all  countries.  207  Alberta 
Corner,  Calgary.  Patent  drawings  and 
applications  prepared  by  our  own  staff, 
ensuring  secrecy  and  prompt  service. 


W.  H.  SELLAR 
Barrister  and  Solicitor 
218a  8TH    AVE.   W.,  CALGARY 
Phone  M7405  Res.  W1783 


SHORT,    ROSS,    SELWOOD,  SHAW 
&  MAYHOOD 
Barristers,  Solicitors,  Notaries. 
Imperial  Bank  BIdg.,  Calgary 


HEALTH 


QUIT  TOBACCO  EASILY,  INEXPEN- 
sively  with  pleasant  root.  Not  medicine. 
Send  address.  A.  C.  Stokes,  Mohawk, 
Florida. 


cange:r 


and  Tumors  successfully  treated 
(removed)  without  knife  or  pain. 
All  work  guaranteed.  Come,  Or 
write  for  tree  Sanatorium  book 
Dr.WlLUAMS  SANATORIUM 
525  UniTer«!t7  A'.,  Mianeapblis,  Minn. 
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They^re  On  the  Job  When  You  Need'em 

-—and  Cost  No  Feed  When  You  Don^t! 


THIS  is  the  day  of  "steel  horsepower," 
when  men  direct  the  power  of  sturdy 
horses  through  the  simple  twist  of  a  steer- 
ing wheel.  City  streets  and  country  roads 
swarm  with  proof  of  this  statement.  And  if 
you  will  cast  your  eye  over  the  countryside 
you'll  find  thousands  of  examples  wherein 
'steel  horsepower"  is  the  drawbar  and  belt 
power  that  operates  modern-day  farms  at 
top  efficiency. 

What  kind  of  power  will  you  depend  on 
this  year?  Will  you  rest  content  with 
plodding  horseflesh,  or  will  you  enter  a 
new  era  of  progressive  farming  with  a  new 
McCORMICK-DEERING  TRACTOR  at 
the  head  of  your  program? 

Think  of  your  plowing,  your  tillage  work, 
your  haymaking,  your  grain  harvesting  and 


threshing,  your  com  harvesting,  and  the 
hundred  and  one  belt  jobs  that  must  be 
done  one  way  or  another  during  the  coming 
years.  Consider  what  it  will  mean  to  you  to 
put  these  operations  out  of  the  way  quicker, 
more  profitably,  and  more  pleasantly  with 
a  McCORMICK-DEERING  TRACTOR! 

And  don't  forget,  there  is  a  complete  line  of 
McCormick-Deering  farm-operating  equip- 
ment at  your  command — tools  built  to  work 
especially  well  with  McCormick-Deering 
Tractors. 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  forward  a  tractor 
catalog  to  you,  on  request,  in  which  all 
mechanical  details  are  explained  fully  and 
illustrated  simply.  Or,  if  you  prefer,  call  on 
your  local  McCormick-Deering  dealer. 


International  Harvester  Company 

of  Canada,  Ltd. 


HAMILTON 


CANADA 


Mccormick  -  deering 

Triple -Power  Tractors 


DRAWBAR 


BELT 


POWER  TAKE-OFF 


MARKET  EXAMINER  AND 


AVENUE  PRESS,  CALGARY 


\ 


